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Questions of Faith 

 
Last week’s solicitation of questions brought up many and varied issues.  Even the tone of the 

questions implied different levels of faith understanding. 

 

Personal faith in a large parish is, of course, going to have tremendous diversity.  Some differences 

are due to the amount and quality of catechesis a person has; other differences are located more in 

the "will" — the depth of commitment a person has been willing to make.   

 

One thing is true of all of us: we are where we are in our faith journey. There is nothing gained by 

wishing our lives were more like someone else’s.  Of course, someone else can be a model and an 

encouragement for us, but the truth remains: we are where we are. 

 

This means that no question asked honestly is a bad or wrong question.  Some questions may have 

more depth; other questions may indicate a person who is struggling with basics of faith. We each 

are where we are. 

 

Some questions were not actually "faith" questions at all.  They were directed at local parish issues 

and revealed an obvious desire among some for a "suggestion box" (or perhaps, more honestly, a 

gripe box).  But that is common to any congregation, and the truth remains, we each are where we 

are.   

 

This means that there are people in this parish whose understandings (and opinions) are quite 

polarized.  Some want more music; some less. Some want longer homilies; some shorter. Some 

want issues to be addressed from the pulpit; some want only the basics continuously affirmed. 

Some want somber reverence; some want expressive and joyful vivaciousness  If we stop and 

think, we know this is true. 

 
There is no church that is customized for an individual person.  

One of the core understandings in Catholic Faith is that every one 

of us needs to be changed.  All of us are called to be saints, and 

that means being like Jesus.  This is at heart of salvation 

 

Of course, to become like Jesus, we need to know who Jesus 

really is and what he taught and what he did.  These questions are 

 



 not left up to us individually; we know Jesus through the Church  he founded — the 

Church his Spirit lives in and protects and guides.  

 

Of course, to become like Jesus, we need to know who Jesus really is and what he taught 

and what he did.  These questions are not left up to us individually; we know Jesus 

through the Church he founded — the Church his Spirit lives in and protects and guides.  

 

The Catholic Church believes and teaches that we are the Church founded and uniquely 

preserved by the Lord.  The Church also teaches (and has experienced for almost 2000 

years) the ongoing conflict that true faith has with a spirit of unbelief that is always 

trying to distract, seduce, confuse and destroy people who put God first. 

 

This means, for each of us, that there is a personal response to God that we can only 

make individually.  No one else can make a spiritual commitment for you.  Yet to make 

that commitment in a way that will produce good fruit, we need to know what God says. 

This was the context for a majority of the questions. 

 

Again, the questions are diverse in both subject and level of understanding.  The 

questions go from current issues (sex and marriage) to the nature of the priesthood; from 

liturgy and Eucharist to basic questions of sin and salvation; from scandals and money to 

Mary and the saints.  The Catholic Faith is catholic (universal), and the subject matter is 

vast.  At the same time, Catholicism is a “seamless garment" —— everything is 

interconnected.  Good and true answers take time and thought .... and an openness to 

God. Christian Faith is not a mere academic exercise. 

 

So, in coming weeks we will be looking at more questions. Stay tuned .... 

 

Also, don’t be bashful; ask Monsignor or Deacon for an appointment to go deeper with 

an issue.  

 

And one other thing: take advantage of the many opportunities we have to learn the 

Faith.  Plunge into a book or a CD from the displays in our foyers. Watch for mini-

retreats and special classes. 

 

Remember: All of us are called to be saints, and that means being like Jesus. That is 

Christianity.  That is our Catholic Faith. 


