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Understanding the Perspective of Asking and Answering Questions 

 
When approaching the issue of Christian Faith, both questions and answers come from underlying  

presuppositions.  At the most basic level there is an assumption that either Christianity is true or 

that Christianity is mostly a lingering archaic superstition.  Yet this "either/or" does have shades of 

grey in between.  One insidious mix is that the outward form of Christianity (the "culture" with its 

ceremonies and  other social settings) is "nice" and can offer a benign context for relational 

bonding, but it has no real connection with truth and how to live in "the real world.”   

 

This plays out in practical ways. For instance, faith will ask: "How can we present the Church’s 

teachings on sexuality in a way that it is better understood?"  The converse of that perspective is to 

ask: "When is the (assumed archaic) Church going to join the real world and adjust its teachings on 

sexuality?" The issue here is one of truth and authority.  If the Church’s teachings are true, they 

need to be proclaimed (and properly taught) with authority. If the Church’s teachings are not true, 

then .... why have "church" at all? There are civic clubs that provide ceremonies and service 

opportunities!  

 

To begin asking questions and giving answers about Christian Faith, the foundational question to 

be answered is one of truth.  Is it true that God miraculously came into our world as a man, died on 

the cross for our sins, and rose from the dead never to die again .... so that all who follow him can 

have the same hope of life after death? 

 

If Christianity is true, it changes the way we look at ever thing else in this world. Playing down the 

truth claims of the Christian faith and compromising our beliefs and behavior to accommodate 

people who do not believe doesn’t work.  To give a credible witness in a skeptical world, we need 

to recognize that people will not believe those they do not respect.  Christianity is something that, 

if it’s truly believed, will change your life and make you want to 

change the lives of others 

    .i—_       . . . . .   

As we seek to engage our Christian Faith,this puts the ball in our 

court.  Are we in the Church living lives that show our children, 

our neighbors and our co-workers that we believe what we say 

we believe? Here’s the real question of Faith: do we actually 

believe it? This is where real questions and answers start 



Christians do believe that God miraculously came into our world as a man, died on the 

cross for our sins, and rose from the dead never to die again .... so that all who follow 

him can have the same hope of life after death.  We believe God has communicated this 

clearly in ways that substantiate reasonable trust, and that what God has communicated 

("revealed") fits the realities of life as we know it -— and makes the most sense of the 

many issues which confront human existence. 

 

As we address more questions and issues in coming weeks (and as we seek to do this in 

our homilies, our educational programs, and in our pastoral counseling), this is the 

perspective from which we come: God has spoken, the Catholic Church is the medium 

(channel) of that revelation, and Christians are called by God to be witnesses (models 

and teachers) in a lost world that does not understand. This is the basis of Christian 

Faith. 

 


