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Polarities of Spiritual War 
 

The Catholic Church is often under attack (actually, the Church is always under attack––the Church Militant is in a 

spiritual war––but sometimes the opposition is more public and acute). In our contemporary context, the attacks 

seem to be focused in two main areas. 
 

The first is the retribution given to abuses within the Church, most notably the scandal of priests and sexual abuse. 

When someone who is supposed to model love, trust, purity and other virtues behaves in egregiously opposite ways, 

the reaction is always bitter and harsh. The world seems to have a special despite for religious hypocrisy. This is 

only heightened when there is denial and an attempt to cover-up. 
 

Of course, a thinking person recognizes that the Church, because it is composed of human beings, includes both 

saints and sinners. It could be said that people generally have problems with others who are either “too good” or 

“too bad.” Most of us find mediocrity to be rather comfortable (this is the root of the sin of sloth, which doesn’t get 

much press today). So, when people who notably represent the Church are “too bad,” the world goes on full attack. 

When this happens, other people in the Church feel the “outside” attack even as they try to deal with the betrayal 

from within. This can erode confidence to be an overt witness of Faith. 
 

This is compounded by the other side of the equation. The average person––especially one who does not give high 

priority to a commitment to God––does not like a witness to what seems “excessive” goodness. Both the presence 

of an single saint and the existence of a faithful Church raises the consciousness of sin, and most people want to see 

themselves as “good” instead of being sinners. Moral mediocracy––“going with the flow”––wants to be left alone. 

Popular opinions of what is right and wrong are good enough for those who mostly want to live comfortably in their 

world. 
 

The world-spirit creates issues which seek to justify its own desires (think of today’s “hot topics”). There is often a 

surface veneer of “goodness.”  The world has its own definitions of what “love” means. When faith begins to 

engage the world, recognizing and understanding presuppositions will help navigate communication which uses the 

same words but in different ways. We have to learn how to bridge what we mean with what “the world” hears.  
 

Still, the true nature of the Church––and its ongoing calling––is to stand against the 

slothfulness of spirit that is content with moral mediocrity. The Church, when it is 

being faithful, is always raising a standard of holiness and calling everyone to 

repentance and sainthood. The true child of the Church is open to this (even when 

it’s a struggle). A soul that is content (and dead) does not want to be bothered. 
 

Being a Catholic means coming to issues believing that God––the ultimate 

authority––has spoken, and that God has spoken definitively through his Church in 

her teachings. Poor examples in the Church do not negate the truth. Discomfort 

with true goodness in “the world” does not mean that true goodness does not exist 

and should not be our goal. The standard is high and it does make the human soul 

uncomfortable, but faith understands this is the path of salvation. 
 


