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True Faith Is Offensive 
Our culture has embraced tolerance as one of its primary “virtues.” We would do well to remember that 

tolerance is not found among either the Theological Virtues (faith, hope, and charity or love) nor the 

Cardinal Virtues (justice, prudence or wisdom, fortitude or courage, and temperance or moderation / self-

control). Properly understood, tolerance is a lesser virtue. Certainly intolerance can be an ugly thing. 

However, there does need to be an ordering of virtue. Tolerance is too often mistaken for charity, and 

being nice is too often mistaken for being good. Real goodness, like real charity is tough love because real 

goodness, like real charity, loves the truth and sometimes the truth hurts. 
 

Pope Benedict XVI warned of the “dictatorship of relativism”. When he uses the phrase, “dictatorship of 

relativism” he's also implying the tyranny of tolerance. To paraphrase G.K.Chesterton, "Tolerance is a 

nice word for indifference and indifference is an elegant word for ignorance." The reason for having an 

open mind (like the reason to have an open mouth) is eventually to close it––because it has been filled 

with something good. 
 

Catholics believe that this “something good” is the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the full Revelation of God 

which prepared and then expanded His Incarnation. There is a moral absolutism in Christian Faith, and 

there is an exclusivity when Jesus Himself says, I am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life. No one 

comes to the Father except through me. When “the world” hears the Church give witness to this, it 

howls in protest. People are “offended” and the tyranny of tolerance makes that one of the most heinous 

crimes and thus tries to erect barriers to prevent anyone from being offended. 
 

This is moral and cultural suicide, because the one thing tolerance cannot tolerate is intolerance, and the 

more tolerant a person becomes the more every little bit of intolerance becomes intolerable. So the person 

who puts tolerance as the highest and only virtue is finally incapable of tolerating anyone or anything that 

sets limits or fixed definitions.  The “snake that eats itself” is to buy into the lie that to limit any behavior 

or any sort of person is a form of intolerance. 
 

This causes an inevitable collision with Christian Faith. This causes the 

Catholic Church to be odious in the eyes of people who believe that the 

greatest virtue is for no one to “feel bad”. Relativism becomes the only rule. 

The only dogma is that there can be no dogma. The only discipline is that 

there must be no discipline. The only ultimate authority is that there must be 

no authority. As a result, the “tolerant” person will endorse the most 

draconian restrictions on those he perceives as being intolerant, and because 

the intolerant will be with us always, those laws against intolerance have to 

become increasingly restrictive. The “tolerant” society becomes the most 

intolerant of societies. The free expression of Christian Faith––a lived 

Catholicism––becomes the ultimate offense. 
*adapted from an original post by blogger Fr Dwight Longeneker 


