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The Offense of Catholicism 
 

The Catholic Church irritates many people. Catholic moral teaching irritates those who embrace the 

secular mindset of relative values, a veneer of tolerance, and a thoughtless pursuit of selfish preferences. 

In this context, the Catholic Church is a partner with other Christian traditions which still hold to a core of 

historic orthodoxy. “Real” Christianity is offensive to an unbelieving world. 
 

The Catholic Church is also offensive, though, to many other Christian traditions. This is because the 

Catholic Church understands herself to be the original Church founded by Jesus and the Apostles from the 

very beginning. A recent statement by an enthusiastic Catholic blogger, saying he was so grateful to have 

found “the true Church” evoked strong reaction among some non-Catholic readers; they took it as a 

haughty, triumphal self-exaltation which excluded other Christians from being “Christian.” This is a 

reminder that the way we express our faith has an effect of its own. 
 

But what about the claim that the Catholic Church is “the original Church?” This is to say that the 

Catholic Church is not just one of many “denominations,” but rather that there is one visible true Church. 

Yes, there are other Christians who belong to what the Church recognizes as “ecclesial communities.”  

Yet, whenever any Christians embrace true doctrine and practice, they have embraced a facet of the 

Catholic Faith. It remains that the Catholic Church alone retains the fullness of Christian Faith. 
 

One example of this is extending what is behind the word church as it used today. Any so-called “church” 

among the many ecclesial communities had a subsequent time of beginning beyond the initial founding of 

The Church. Some were started in the 16th Century in the wake of the Protestant Reformation (Rebellion). 

Many have started since, all the way up to the last few decades. One can choose any “splinter church” and 

research the time and founders of its beginning. 
 

The Catholic Church has an unbroken continuity from the very beginning. The first use of the word 

“Catholic” in the existing literature we possess from the Early Church is that which we find in one of the          

epistles of Ignatius of Antioch (whose life overlapped that of St John and was 

martyred ca.110 A.D.). Ignatius wrote a letter to the Smyrnaeans saying, 

“Wherever the bishop appears, there let the congregation be; just as wherever 

Jesus Christ is, there is the Catholic Church.” The word catholic became a 

technical term designating “the Catholic Church” as opposed to the heretical 

sects. It also carried its original meaning of “universal” or “genera,” and in 

this sense its primary significance was to underline its universality as 

opposed to the local character of individual congregations. 
 

 It is interesting to know the origin of the adjective, the Roman Catholic 

Church.” The term “Roman Catholic” is not used by the Church herself; it is 

a relatively modern term, and one, moreover, that is confined largely to the 

English language. The term originated as an insult created by Anglicans in 



 

the 16th and 17th centuries who wished to refer to themselves as Catholic. They thus coined the 

term "Roman Catholic" to distinguish those in union with Rome from themselves and to create a 

sense in which they could refer to themselves as Catholics (by attempting to deprive actual 

Catholics to the right to the term). 

 

Although the Diocese of Rome is central to the Catholic Church, this does not mean that the 

Roman rite––or, as is sometimes called, the Latin rite––is co-terminus with the Church as a 

whole; that would mean neglecting the Byzantine, Chaldean, Maronite or other Oriental rites 

which are all very much part of the Catholic Church today, as in the past. Nowhere in the 16 

documents of the Second Vatican Council can we find the term Roman Catholic. Pope Paul VI 

signed all the documents of the Second Vatican Council as "I, Paul. Bishop of the Catholic 

Church." Simply that––Catholic Church. There are references to the Roman curia, the Roman 

missal, the Roman rite, etc., but when the adjective Roman is applied to the Church herself, it 

refers to the Diocese of Rome! 

 

The proper name of the Church, then, is the Catholic Church. It is not ever called "the Christian 

Church," either. Although the prestigious Oxford University Press currently publishes a learned 

and rather useful reference book called The Oxford Book of the Christian Church, the fact is that 

there has never been a major entity in history called by that name; the Oxford University Press 

has adopted a misnomer, for the Church of Christ has never been called the Christian Church 

(other than a rather small set of ecclesial communities emerging in the United States through the 

19th and 20th Centuries!). 

 

We have a rich heritage as Catholic Christians. We belong to the Church, and that is one reason 

we can trust and have hope in a world that is rejecting historic Truth at an alarming rate. Let’s 

listen to and obey the Catholic Church! 

 

 


