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The Year of Faith 
 

The Year of Faith was declared by Pope Benedict XVI  to begin on October 11, 2012 as a “summons to an 

authentic and renewed conversion to the Lord, the One Savior of the world” (Porta fidei 6). This Sunday, 

November 24, 2013,  The Year of Faith comes to its official conclusion. This past year has been a fresh call for 

Catholics to experience conversion––to turn back to Jesus and enter into a deeper relationship with him. 
 

A primary parish goal for this year has been reflecting more deeply on the basic tenets of our Catholic Christian 

Faith––thus the Faith Notes series of past weeks. This focus on Catholic belief and practice was one way to 

identify, contextualize, and apply some of the things that make us Catholic. 
 

There has been a foundational prayer and desire in this call of the Church: to turn back to Jesus and enter into a 

deeper relationship with him. Catholicism is Christianity, and Christianity is Jesus Christ. This means that, while 

“The Year of Faith” comes to its formal end, the call to faith––the life of faith––is always in the “eternal now.”  

There is no conclusion to faith, at least not in this life. There is no graduation from faith (until faith is turned to 

sight with the Beatific Vision).... only an ongoing spiritual growth properly understood as true conversion. 
 

This means there is no such thing as static faith. Faith is dynamic and moving. The blunt reality is that each of us, 

at any given moment, is either moving closer to Jesus or moving further from him. It is the nature of true faith to 

act on what we (say we) “believe.” 
 

Myriads of books have been written to expand what this means (and it is good to read some of them!) or to listen 

to the excellent teaching CDs which are available (see the displays in the parish narthexes). We also, and perhaps 

most of all, need to pray. The ultimate prayer of the Church is the Eucharistic Liturgy. The Church also offers us 

The Liturgy of the Hours, the Rosary, Divine Mercy, and numerous novenas. It is also right and good to spend 

time in personal and informal prayer. Prayer will keep us on the road of ongoing conversion and will give us a 

healthy faith. 
 

Perhaps two simple words help capsulate the life of faith to which we are called:  

trust and obey. Picture the two legs we need for normal walking; one step is trust 

and the other is obey. When we choose, consciously, to trust Jesus (this is the more 

abstract part of faith because faith/trust is an attitude of heart).... and when we 

choose to act on that trust by obeying what Jesus would want us to do (the practical 

and visible side of faith).... we then find that we are living a healthy Christian life. 

Nothing is more important. 
 

The Year of Faith has come to its conclusion. The Life of Faith is here and now.... 

until our earthly life is over. Trust..... and obey..... 

 
 


