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th

 Ordinary Sunday - A 
 

Choice and Commitment 

A poor widow was living in such poverty that the parish helped her with food and rent 

money. She had a son who had immigrated to New York and become very successful. 

One day the pastor asked Mrs. O’Leary if she ever heard from her son. Proudly the 

widow answered, "Bob writes me every week and always encloses a picture." Thinking 

he’d see some family photos, the pastor asked to see the pictures. Bringing in her Bible, 

she showed the pastor a Bible stuffed with pictures of Benjamin Franklin. Those are 

$100 bills, in case you missed it! Bob had been trying to help his mother for years, and 

the old woman had failed to realize the treasure she was given every week. (Fr. Tony K.) 

All of us, at least for some time, hold the image of this widow in us when we become 

religiously passive. New York Times bestselling author Dinesh D’Souza, in his book 

What’s so great about Christianity, writes, “We Christians live a divided life style 

opposed to what Bible teaches.  Instead of engaging the secular world, most of us 

have taken an easy way out.  We have retreated into a Christian subculture where we 

engage our Christian concerns.  When we step into the secular world we keep aside 

our Christianity until the next Church service.  We live by the Gospel of two truths; 

one, a religious truth reserved for Sundays and the days of worship and the other 

secular truth for rest of the time.” 

We have to share our treasure, Jesus, with the world by our witnessing life style 24/7.  

The Gospels clearly tell us in Matthew 6:24: “No one can serve two masters.  He will 

either hate one and love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other.  You 

cannot serve God and Mammon.”  Matthew 16:26—“What profit would there be for one 

to gain the whole world and forfeit his life?”—makes us to think deeply about the 

choices we make in life.  What is the real treasure that our hearts seek? Is it Jesus or 

something else?  The choice is ours.  

The first reading tells us that God is the origin of King Solomon’s wisdom.  It 

accentuates on the prayer of the king to grant him an understanding heart to rule his 

people with fairness and Justice.  The psalms and the prophets also insisted upon the 

righteousness of the king who is anointed by God.  Isaiah 11:3-5 speaks of the rules of 

Immanuel, “Fear of the Lord shall be his delight; he shall judge not with hearsay or 
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appearance but with justice and faithfulness,” and Psalm 72 is a prayer of the king 

seeking the judgment of God to govern his people with justice.   But according to 

Chapter 11 of Kings, Solomon really did not exercise the wisdom God gifted him.  He 

bled people with taxes to build monuments and imposed forced labor.  He was 

unfaithful to the gift of God.  Solomon did not make a good choice and failed to realize 

the treasure gifted to him.  

The Evangelist Matthew is using the parables of hidden treasure and the pearl to 

admonish the Christians of his time—and us--to make a choice and commit radically to 

God’s Kingdom.   Radical commitment to God’s Kingdom is to make a choice to accept 

the rule of God in us, that is, accepting Jesus as our God and Savior and putting our 

Faith in Him and doing His will.  This choice is something of extraordinary value, like a 

hidden treasure or costly pearl, and its possession calls for total commitment and 

rejection of everything else and everyone else. The Kingdom of God is God’s reign in 

our hearts, in our lives, in our homes, in our society, and in our world.  

What is the real treasure that we are seeking? (Money? Social Status? Worldly 

pleasures?  Or Jesus?)  Let us always remember that Heaven is within the reach of all of 

us who try to do the will of God, following the ordinary vocations of life and enjoying 

this world's joys and pleasures within the framework of God's Commandments—and 

by treasuring the personal relationship with Jesus, accepting Him every day as our God 

and Savior, and allowing Him to have total control of our lives. Those of us who make 

this choice every day have found the treasure and are already living in the Kingdom of 

Heaven while still on earth. 

Engaging the world and witnessing Christ in the world is increasingly becoming an 

urgent need in the face of facts that terrify us: like the missing jets, wars, conflicts, and 

attacks.  Such intimidating happenings can be reduced and peace can be established if 

only more and more people make a choice to accept God’s rule.  Without God in the 

heart, any number of international peace talks or bilateral discussions or diplomatic 

efforts will not bring peace on earth.  All our human efforts (devoid of God) have only 

brought an end to one problem to ignite another of greater intensity, and our history is 

a mute witness to it. 

Let us pray that more people seek and find God’s rule and His kingdom and commit to 

live and spread.  

We can fight evil only with the goodness.  Let us be that goodness today.   


