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3 August, 18
th

 Ordinary Sunday – A 

 
 

A nervous young priest, concluding his first sermon, told the flock, "For my text next 
Sunday, I will take the words, “And they fed five men with five thousand loaves of 
bread and two thousand fishes." A member of the flock raised his hand and said, "That's 
not much of a trick. I could do that." The priest didn't respond. However, the next 
Sunday he decided to repeat the text. This time he did it properly, "And they fed five 
thousand men with five loaves of bread and two fishes." Smiling, the priest said to the 
noisy man, "Could you do that, Mr. Perkins?" The member of the flock said, "I sure 
could." "How would you do it?" asked the minister.   "With all the food I had left over 
from last Sunday!" (Fr. Tony K.) 

The fact that this miracle of feeding of 5,000 found in all four Gospels speaks of its 
importance to the early Church.  In Matthew, the setting of this miracle is in contrast 
with the banquet hosted by Herod (Mt. 14: 1-12) that took place in an environment of 
conspiracy and arrogance and which ended in the murder of John the Baptist.  But in 
the banquet of Jesus, feeding the crowd expresses His compassion for the people who 
followed Him.  Matthew uses these two meals to prefigure Jesus' coming “Last Supper” 
and death. Jesus' path to kingship was quite the opposite of Herod's, not by killing but 
by offering Himself on behalf of others.  According to Matthew, this miracle occurring 
after the death of John the Baptist signifies the accomplishment of the mission of John 
the Baptist (forerunner--to prepare the way for the messiah) and foreshadowing the 
death of Jesus.  

The miracle of multiplication of loaves would also take us into a wider context of 
Eucharist and its connection with the Passover meal.  For the Israelites, the celebration 
of Passover was not just remembrance of the Exodus-Event as an event of the past, but 
was more an actual experience at the present for every generation that experienced 
personally the saving delivery of God in Egypt.  Gradually this celebration centered 
on Bread, the Manna that God had fed his people in the desert.  This shift and new 
focus stimulated in them a deep yearning that one day God would renew the wonder 
of the Exodus-feeding and save His people in a definitive way.  The miracle of feeding 
the multitude indicates the definitive saving action in Jesus, because it is a sign of 
something more than feeding the hungry.  The action of Jesus, that is, blessing, 
breaking, and giving to his disciples to distribute—which echo the words and actions of 
Jesus at the Last Supper—gives the miracle a higher meaning and sign of Jesus’ feeding 
the people with His Body and Blood.   
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The numbers, twelve (baskets) and five (thousand men) symbolize twelve tribes of Israel 
and five books of (Pentateuch) the Law of Moses.  Against this background, Jesus’ 
feeding the people is to be understood as: Jesus has come as the New Moses to lead His 
people, the New Israel.  This feeding of people with physical bread gives us insight into 
Jesus’ giving of Himself even to death and in His Resurrection – which is a new Exodus, 
a Christ Event. Jesus gives a new meaning to it by replacing the former sacred elements 
with Himself, His own saving presence, His Body and Blood as the symbols of the new 
covenant.   

Therefore, those who celebrate Eucharist (the worshipping community) are caught up 
in the saving activity of God which began in the Exodus and reached its consummation 
in the death and Resurrection of Christ. But further, because of this sharing, the 
celebrating group will also know the final, messianic deliverance.  They know the final 
peace of the banquet spoken of by Isaiah.  They are united profoundly as the people of 
the New Covenant.  Thus the Eucharist looks back and sums up what has happened in 
God’s saving action and it looks forward and sums up what will happen in the final 
establishment of God’s rule, the rule of peace and harmony and oneness that the 
celebrating group in the Eucharist anticipates.   It is an end time in the real sense that no 
closer union with the Lord can be imagined except that eternal union with Him in 
heaven.   

Eucharist challenges us to become food and drink for others—to die for ourselves to 
give life to others.  Every celebration of the Eucharist, which symbolizes God’s saving 
act, His self-emptying love, and our acceptance of His rule with life of unity and 
oneness, invites us to reinvent that Love that is lost in our community, the selflessness 
that is lost in our selfishness, the concern that is lost in our self-love, the sharing that is 
lost in our greed, the caring and sympathy that is lost in our self-pity.   

May the celebration of this Eucharist enable us to give thanks to God for His blessings 
and to share these blessings with others, so that the miracle continues to take place!     
  


