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Homily Introducing the Capital Campaign:  
“Building on a Legacy of Faith and Family.” 
October 5, 2014 
 
The letter to the Philippians is Saint Paul’s personal manifesto of how to live a life filled 
with joy.  Unlike the how-to books that line the aisles of bookstores, all of which tell us 
to be filled with ourselves and be self-centered, Paul — who tried that and found himself 
miserable, angry, and aimless — gives us something stronger and deeper to cling to. 
 
Listen again to what we heard in the second reading: 
 

Brothers and sisters: 
Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, 
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
make your requests known to God. 
Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding 
will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
Finally, brothers and sisters, 
whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, 
if there is any excellence 
and if there is anything worthy of praise, 
think about these things. 
Keep on doing what you have learned and received 
and heard and seen in me. 
Then the God of peace will be with you. 

 
“The peace of God…will guard your hearts and minds…”  Guard your hearts and minds 
against what?  You KNOW the answer! 
 
Breaking News!  Urgent Alert!  New Developments!  In a world where everything — 
EVERYTHING — is a crisis, and where we’re pushed from one new item to the next 
without rest, Paul gives us the recipe for inner peace.  Did you hear what he wrote?  
“Have no anxiety at all.”  Is that an unattainable goal?  Is it just a dream, always out of 
reach?  
 
There are two devices in our homes, and even here in the church, that deal with 
temperature changes – hot and cold, up and down – but they are very different in how 
they respond: a thermometer and a thermostat.  A thermometer reacts to every change 
in temperature, down in the cold and up in the heat.  A thermometer is never steady, 
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never calm — it’s always changing, always swaying according to the world around it.  But 
a thermometer doesn’t do anything about the changing world around it.  On the other 
hand, a thermostat also registers the changes around it, but it reacts by changing things: 
if it’s too hot, it changes the air to be cool; if it’s too cold, it changes the air to be warm.   
 
So, which are you?  A thermometer who merely reacts to the ups and down of the world 
around you, or a thermostat who gets to work changing the world when things get too 
hot or too cold? 
 
A thermostat has a set-point: a reference to judge how comfortable things should be.  68 
degrees, 72 degrees, or whatever it may be, the thermostat always seeks its set-point: the 
most comfortable point, the perfect setting.  Saint Paul gives us a spiritual set-point.  
Listen again to what he says: 
 

whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, 
if there is any excellence 
and if there is anything worthy of praise, 
think about these things. 

 
I know of a woman in a great marriage with a happy family.  Her husband, whom she 
adored, became seriously ill.  They sought advice from one physician after another, and 
finally traveled out of the country for treatment.  No sooner had they arrived where they 
hoped to find a cure than the husband died.  The woman found herself apart from her 
children and grieving her husband, and moreover nearly penniless in a foreign land.   
 
A former business associate of her husband lived nearby and welcomed her stay with his 
family while she was in a foreign land. In the midst of her grief she noticed the peace 
that filled the family she stayed with.  They were Catholic, and although the woman was 
not Catholic she began attending Mass with the family.  Completely captured by God in 
the Eucharist, she converted to Catholicism when she returned home to New York.   
 
This prompted her family, and that of her former husband, to disown her.  Alone, 
without income, with children to support, and now not even sharing the same religious 
beliefs as her own children, she simply trusted in God that everything would turn out 
okay.  Oh, she wasn’t naïve and so she prayed hard and worked hard.  The rest of her life 
brought one challenge and setback after another, but through each disappointment her 
confidence in God only increased.  Through the death of a child, through moments of 
deep tension with her other children, through a radical change in careers and lifestyle, 
she experienced setbacks which would have led others simply to give up.   
 
Through it all, this woman — a widow, a mother, a teacher, …and a saint — remained 
true to her spiritual set-point.  Her name was Elizabeth Ann Bayley Seton, and she was a 
thermostat and not a thermometer.  After she discovered the power of Jesus in her life, 
which was when she received His Body and Blood at Mass, her set-point was fixed: 
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whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, 
if there is any excellence 
and if there is anything worthy of praise...  
 
These were the things that kept her going. 
 
We sit today as part of a community dedicated to her example of faith.  So, what’s your 
set-point?  What’s your steady point when life gets hot or cold?   
 
Next year – 2015 – marks the 40th anniversary of Elizabeth Seton’s canonization as a 
saint.  We’ll mark the year with special events, and there will certainly be more to come 
about that.  Two years after her canonization, this parish was founded.  With a lot of 
hard work and a good deal of sacrifice from everyone involved in our parish’s founding, 
just a year and a month after the parish’s founding this bare 10-acre tract of land on 
Mount Allen held a church, parish hall, rooms for meetings and classes, offices, and a 
chapel for daily Mass.   
 
May I ask any founding parishioners here to stand.  As pastor of this parish today I 
thank you from the bottom of my heart for what you built, not only physically but 
especially spiritually.  This is a wonderful parish filled with saints, with a positive and 
warm and embracing spirit — and you are to thank for that!   
 
The founding parishioners who gathered atop this hill could never have imagined the 
growth that took place — and is still taking place — all around us.  The US Census 
Bureau predicts some of the highest growth in Pennsylvania in the coming years to take 
place in this area.  However, we need to do more than just keep up with the growth. 
 
This is a great parish.  We all know that.  One of the remarkable things about our parish 
is that once someone has set foot in our church and prayed with us at Mass, they tend to 
stay! 
 
Lest anyone think that I’m just making it up about how wonderful this parish is, let me 
read something that was written about us just this past Spring.  You may recall that we 
conducted a survey at Mass in March. It dealt with the feasibility of undertaking major 
construction.  Here is what the CEO of the company that conducted the survey wrote: 
 
“More  than  70%  of  active  parishioners  completed  a  survey,  which  is  well  above  
the  norm.  82%  of  parishioners  responding  to  the  survey  or  personal  interview  feel  
that St.  Elizabeth  Ann  Seton  Parish  is  very   good  to  superior .  This  is  an  
amazingly  high  percentage  and  may be the  highest  from  any  parish Feasibility  
Study  we  have  conducted in the diocese.  This is a compliment to…  Saint Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Parish.” 
 
Now I’ll ask every parishioner to extend your right arm in front of you, bend your elbow 
and raise your hand, and pat yourself on the back! 
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God rest our dear Father Waldron, pastor here for almost 30 years, whom I still miss 
dearly and I know many of us do.  When Father Waldron died an untimely death, I 
looked Bishop McFadden in the eye and told him, “If you dare appoint anyone else 
pastor of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, I’ll kill you.”  (We both chuckled about that, 
but for the record, I had nothing to do with his early death just a year later!) 
 
The longer I am a pastor the more I am drawn in to the moments of grace in the lives of 
parishioners: moments of darkness and terror, and moments of rejoicing and intense 
light.  No one is immune from these.  Life itself gives us high points and low points, but 
we all need a set-point, and the best is Jesus Christ. 
 
Our parish is Noah’s Ark… when the storms of life come upon us, when the waters rise, 
where else do we turn?  Time and again I’ve seen people’s lives come to shipwreck 
because they lost sight of where to turn in a storm.  The young, the old – it doesn’t 
matter what age — for some, life’s exigencies become an intolerable burden and they 
lock themselves up, away from God and away from others — that is to say, away from 
anyone who could truly help them. 
 
whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, 
if there is any excellence 
and if there is anything worthy of praise... 
 
These are the only things that last. 
 
The world that existed 40 years ago at our parish’s founding is no more.  The pressures 
on individuals, on families, on youth are unimaginably different than when ground was 
broken here or when the first building was dedicated.   
 
I don’t have to lecture you on the changes in our culture, and the worries they bring to 
people of faith.  You often tell me how difficult it is to find support for your faith and 
values in school, at work, among friends, or even in your family.  Parents share your 
worries about what your children are exposed to every day.  Single adults share your 
worry about finding a spouse with similar values.  Students tell me how isolated they 
feel when they take their faith seriously.  
 
Family members ridicule religious practice.  Friends hold wildly different values and 
standards.  The expression of faith in public is increasingly unwanted, unwelcome, and 
even unlawful.  When we feel isolated in the world because of our faith, where do we 
turn?  Where will our children feel at home with belief in God? 
 
Today I lay before you the challenge to help me construct a parish that builds on the 
legacy our founders have given us.  I challenge you to join with me in building a place 
where believers and disciples can be together and support one another, enjoy one 
another’s company, bolster each other’s faith.  I challenge you to join with me in 
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providing a place where our children, and their children, can gather to have fun and 
learn in an environment where the things of God are valued and not scorned, where 
right and wrong are not blurred, where they can discover God’s loving plan for their 
lives.  I challenge you to join with me in providing a place where the old can come 
together to reminisce and laugh together, to pray and work together, to enjoy life in 
God’s Grace together.  I challenge you to join with me in providing a place where the 
person simply driving by can be invited into a community of vibrant faith, a faith that is 
thriving when others are wilting, a faith that stands strong when others surrender to the 
tides of public opinion, a faith that offers life and hope and vitality and peace and a path 
to Heaven. 
 
Today I challenge you to join me in building on a legacy of faith and family: the legacy of 
Elizabeth Ann Seton, a wife, a mother, a convert, a founder of a Religious Order, and 
educator, and a saint; and the legacy of our founding parishioners whose sacrifice and 
hard work built the walls and the community in which we now stand.   
 
I challenge you to build Noah’s Ark, where activities from worship to learning to 
recreation will strengthen our knowledge of God and our ability to hold fast to the 
spiritual set-point which alone will keep us at peace throughout life.   
 
For months parishioners have been asking when we will begin the construction that 
we’ve been talking about for two years.  You’ve read all about the plans in the parish 
bulletin (if you haven’t been reading the Sunday bulletin, then soon you can read all of 
those bulletin columns on the parish website). 
 
The plans have been approved by Bishop Gainer and we’re ready to move forward.  
Today we are announcing our capital campaign.  It’s time to start.  But we’re not starting 
from zero.  Even before we announced the capital campaign a few parishioners, hearing 
the plans, have already invested in our future, and we have over $140,000 in cash in our 
Building Fund.  That’s part of parish savings totaling a little more than 2.3 million 
dollars.  That large amount has been built from your tithing, your trust in God’s 
continuing providence, your investment in God’s work here.  We already have half the 
funds necessary for the first phase of the project.  However, there is much to be done.   
 
The unanimous advice of the parish Finance Council and the unanimous 
recommendation of the Capital Campaign Steering Committee was to set a goal for our 
capital campaign that is challenging but attainable for our parish.  It will require 
everyone to give equally – not in equal amount, but in equal sacrifice.  The campaign is 
for a three-year period, and so we’ll be asking everyone to make a three-year faith 
commitment.  The goal is $2.3 million. 
 
I’m tempted to use a line I heard a minister use in a Protestant church: “I have good 
news and I have bad news.  The good news is that we have all the money we need for our 
capital campaign.”  When he heard the congregation sigh in relief, he quickly added, 
“The bad news is it’s still in your pockets!” 
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In fact, I do have good news and bad news.  The good news is that everyone in the parish 
will be asked to consider a three-year pledge to this campaign.  The bad news is that 
everyone will be asked to consider a three-year pledge to this campaign! 
 
I’m not asking you to make a pledge today.  That time will come.  This week you should 
receive a booklet in the mail that explains our project and gives some highlights about it.  
In the vestibules and in the Parish Center you’ll see boards that show the floor plan.  The 
time will arrive in coming weeks when we ask you for your pledge.   
 
I have made my commitment (hold up envelope).  It will be a sacrifice for me over the 
next three years, but I have a vision of a parish that has every facility we need for every 
age to join together, so that Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish is the place where children 
and students, where parents and newlyweds, where the recently widowed and newly 
diagnosed, where those filled with faith and those filled with doubt, can ALL come and 
find people who think like them, believe like them, make decisions like them, talk like 
them, and behave like them.   
 
There has never been a time when the need is greater to find and maintain a spiritual 
set-point in our lives, never a time more necessary to provide for our children a place of 
faith where they feel wanted, welcome, supported.    
 
When everything — EVERYTHING — is one crisis after another, and when school, work, 
family, and culture offer little support for religion and spiritual growth and the values 
that lead to good choices, here at the church on Mount Allen we need to follow Saint 
Paul’s rule: 
 
whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, 
if there is any excellence 
and if there is anything worthy of praise… 
 
This is what we offer today and for generations to come. 
 
Help me do that.  Let’s build something that will last. Together let’s build Noah’s Ark. 
 
 


