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December 14, 2014 – Third Sunday of Advent 
 
Ask some people to talk about themselves and the conversation can go on for hours, if 
not days. In fact, books and articles with titles like, “How to Engage Anyone in 
Conversation” always have as the #1 tip to ask the other person about themselves:  tell 
me what you do, or tell me where you’re from, or some such question with the 
emphasis being, “talk about yourself.” 
 
Some people like to talk about themselves so much that they might be heard saying in 
the middle of a conversation, “So, enough about me.  Now, tell me what YOU think 
about me.” 
 
Not John the Baptist. 
 
John was creating a stir.  We’re told that people from Jerusalem and all over Judea and 
the surrounding regions were coming to hear him and to be baptized.  That’s a lot of 
people. The Sanhedrin of Jerusalem, charged with overseeing Jewish teaching and 
worship, sent a delegation to look into who this person was and what he was doing.  
They evidently read the book on how to engage someone in conversation, because their 
first question was, “Who are you?” 
 
John was silent about himself, because his message, his life, his purpose were not about 
himself but about someone else.  From the time he was in the womb of his mother 
Elizabeth and leapt for joy when Mary approached with Jesus in her womb (giving 
Elizabeth quite a startle) he understood that his life was not about him but about his 
cousin Jesus. 
 
“Who are you?”  “I am not the Christ.” 
Are you Elijah?  No. 
Are you the prophet? No. 
 
Everything about John screamed out: “not me, but Him.” 
 
Centuries earlier, the prophet Isaiah spoke of a coming moment. He looked forward to 
 

 glad tidings to the poor, 

 healing for  the brokenhearted, 

 freedom for captives 

 release for prisoners, 

 favor from the Lord, 

 vindication from God. 
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In his world, and the world of John the Baptist, and even in our world we might ask if 
these things are even possible?  Very much so.  If so, what keeps them from happening?  
I DO.  Too many sentences that start with “I.”  I want.  I will.  I do.  I choose.   
 
I.  I.  I.  I.   When the I’s have it, everyone else takes a back seat.  
 
Struggles, jealousies, resentments, fights, and wars all start with I.  Famine and poverty 
and injustice and crime all start with I.  Broken families start with I. Broken hearts start 
with I.  Sometimes our prayers start and end with I and include so much about ourselves that 
God may not even realize that we’re talking to Him.  Then we wonder why He doesn’t answer!  
 
The old Baltimore Catechism had as one of its earliest questions, “Why did God create 
me?”  The well-known answer: “God created me to know Him, love Him, and serve 
Him in this life, and so to be happy with Him in the next.” 
 
Notice, there’s no I in that.  It didn’t say, “God created me to have all my dreams and 
prayers answered, to be fully actualized as a person and reach my full potential, and 
God created the universe for me so that I have everything I want and I am everything I 
am capable of being.”  No, it’s not all about ME.  It’s all about HIM^.  To know Him; to 
live Him; to serve Him. John the Baptist understood that. 
 
Notice something interesting, though: even though John never talked about himself, he 
was a rock star!  People were flocking to see him and hear him.  There’s an old saying, 
success is like a cat, and cat-owners will know the truth of this: if you chase it, it will run 
away, but if you quietly go about your life, it will come to you. 
 
John was immensely successful because he understood why God created him and put 
him on earth: to point the way to someone else — Jesus.  That’s why it didn’t destroy 
his ego, his sense of self-worth, when he pointed to Jesus and said, “I must decrease; He 
must increase.”  His whole life had been spent understanding that relationship: he was 
born to serve the Lord; the Lord wasn’t born to serve him.  All his energies were aligned 
with his purpose in life, the gifts God gave him used for the very purpose they were 
given.  He didn’t consume his energies fighting his purpose or negotiating with God 
about alternate preferences.  He simply did what God asked him to do and he was both 
successful and at peace. 
 
Is your world something less than you’d like it to be? Maybe it’s because you’ve made 
the universe all about you.  Instead of looking in the mirror the first thing in the 
morning and the last thing at night, you should look up^.  Those who understand why 
they were born, and align their dreams and actions with that understanding find deep 
happiness, deep peace, deep satisfaction, and great success.  None of those things 
begins or ends with I.  They all begin and end with HIM^. 


