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March 22, 2015,  5
th

 Sunday in Lent 

There was once a woman who wanted peace in the world and peace in her heart.  But 

she was very frustrated-- the world seemed to be falling apart. She would read the 

papers and get depressed. One day she decided to go shopping, and picked a store at 

random. She walked into the store and was surprised to see Jesus behind the counter.  

She knew it was Jesus, because he looked just like the pictures she’d seen on holy cards 

and in devotional paintings. At last she got up her nerve and asked, “Excuse me, are 

you Jesus?” “I am.”  “Do you work here?” “No,” Jesus said, “I own the store.”  "What 

do you sell?” “Oh, just about anything! Feel free to walk up and down the aisles, make 

a list of things you want, and when you come back and I will see what I can do for 

you.” The lady walked up and down the aisles and saw all sorts of things she wanted: 

peace on earth, no more war, no hunger or poverty, peace in families, no more drugs, 

clean air, and careful use of resources. She made a list of the things she wanted. By the 

time she got back to the counter, Jesus read through the list, looked at her and smiled.  

“No problem,” he said. Then he bent down behind the counter and picked up a number 

of small packets. “What are these?” she asked. “Seed packets," Jesus replied. "This is a 

catalogue store.” In surprise, she said: “You mean I don’t get the finished product?” 

“No," he answered. "This is a place of dreams. When you choose what you want, I 

give you the seeds. You plant the seeds and watch them grow. There is one catch, 

however: you will not receive the benefit of your good work -- others will.” 

“Oh,” she said with disappointment.  "Then I'm not interested." And she left the store 

without buying anything.  Today’s Gospel instructs us to bury ourselves in the soil of 

life by selflessly and sacrificially spending our lives for the temporal and spiritual 

welfare of others just as Jesus did. (Father Tony K.) 

We live in an era of I/Me/Mine generation. We sense the vibrations and musings 

around are gripped with the jargons: ‘I want to succeed’; I want to win, it’s my career, my 

growth, my success that I am concerned’.  This attitude has paved way for cut-throat 

competition  . . . and I-and-mine attitudes around the globe.  Thousands of books 

occupy the racks of our book stores on techniques and skills on self-mastery in all areas 

one can name.  Our media advertises to encourage us to indulge in the luxuries of these 

attitudes; with the striking theme: you cannot do enough for yourself (in other words, 

do more for yourself). What it aims at is not just a time off for oneself or personal 

relaxation (which is legitimate), but induce an attitude in us whereby we are gradually 

coaxed, trained in intrigue to become professionally selfish.   
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Today’s Gospel contradicts this worldview and attitude.  The context in which Jesus 

portrayed selfless attitude is very much akin to the present day self-glorious and 

glamorous one.  Jesus reads the minds of the people who wanted to see Him perhaps 

with a desire to see His power (external).  The recent raising of Lazarus had caused a 

furor (Jn 11).  The Pharisees were concerned that the whole world was after Jesus (12:19) 

and everyone wanted to share the limelight.  It is in this context that Jesus speaks of, 

selflessness as a quality that is expected of his disciple.   “Unless a grain of wheat falls 

to the earth and dies, it remains just a grain, but if it dies it produces much fruit.  The 

man who loves his life loses it, while the man who hates his life in this world 

preserves it to the life eternal.” 

The word ‘hate’, is an example of Semitic exaggeration.  In the Scriptures the word 

‘hate’, is often used to mean, ‘loving less in preference to something’.  It means that, we 

love less of us, our lives and instead use our abilities, talents and our lives for the 

service of others.  Jesus is giving us a new world order, ‘to die constantly to ourselves, 

so that we can grow in others and in God’.  We know this is hard, difficult and too 

demanding.  But we have the solid basis for hope in Jesus Himself.  He empowers our 

weakness with His strength.  The Gospel clearly states that He had come to His hour, 

the hour of Crucifixion and Glory.  He was ready to be raised up on the Cross and in 

Resurrection.  It was the hour in which by dying He would draw all people into the 

saving action of God.  Jesus’ being “lifted up” on the Cross to glorify His Father 

reminds us that we too can glorify God by wholeheartedly accepting our crosses from 

our loving Heavenly Father.  In other words, when we "die" to our selfishness, we "rise" 

to new life in Jesus Christ.  To be “buried in the earth” means avoiding sin, accepting 

suffering, and living for others.  

The passage from Paul’s letter to the Hebrews is chosen because it fits with today’s 

Gospel, which contains an ominous prediction of Jesus’ passion, and some details of 

Jesus’ prayer to His Father.  The reading indicates ‘Jesus became the source of eternal 

salvation’ to others.  Since Jesus suffered and prayed with tears to be saved from death, 

He can sympathize with our sufferings, and since He knows our human condition and 

is touched by our anguish and distress, He pleads with God the Father on our behalf.  

It is better to burn out than rust out. This is one of the repeated pieces of advice Jesus 

gave us. (Mark 8:35; Matthew 16:25; 10:39; Luke 9:24; 17:33).  Let us learn to live this 

Lenten period “burning out,” spending our time and talents for others around us by 

humble, selfless and self-giving service.  “Do all the good you can, by all the means you 
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can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, to all the people you can, as long 

as ever you can” (John Wesley). 

The world proposes self-growth on earth which leads to eternal death; Jesus proposes 

self-death (dying for self) on earth to gain eternal life.  The choice is ours to determine.   

 


