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May 14, 2015– Solemnity of the Ascension 
 
When I was five years old my father accepted a job out of town.  I was too young 
to understand all of the ramifications, but what I did know is that Dad was gone almost 
every Monday through Friday, coming home only on weekends. I missed him, and 
always looked forward to the weekend: not only was Dad coming home, but he always 
brought a little gift for me (usually a Matchbox car!). 
 
When the day came for our family to move, I learned that Dad had been busy getting a 
house ready for us to move into as our new home. We would live as a family in that 
new home for many happy years. 
 
We can imagine that the Apostles and disciples of Jesus felt the same way after the 
Ascension.  Jesus—the rabbi from Galilee who was their hope, their teacher, their 
friend—had been killed, but then was repeatedly seen raised from the dead after that.  
Now, they watched in astonishment as He literally rose into the skies in front of their 
eyes. We can only imagine that they wanted to grab Him by the ankles and keep from 
going away again, keep Him with them a little longer. 
 
But, He told them that He was leaving them in order to do two things. 
 
“I am going to prepare a place for you,” He said. And, “I will send another, an 
Advocate.” That Advocate would lead us into all truth and would accompany us 
always. 
 
First, Jesus is going to prepare a place for us. What does that mean for us now? For one 
thing it is a potent reminder that this world is passing away, and that we have not here 
a lasting city. We should live accordingly. Enjoy the things of this world, but remember 
every day that this is not our lasting home. The disappointments and failures of this 
world are as fleeting as the successes and accomplishments of this world. And so we 
live, as Saint Paul repeatedly urges, with our eyes fixed on the prize that awaits us. 
 
Second, Jesus sent the Holy Spirit, a living and life-giving presence that animates our 
lives and leads us closer to heaven every day.  
 
Saint Paul tells us in Galatians 5:22-23 what are the signs and symptoms of a life lived 
under the influence of the Holy Spirit:  “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.”  This is how we 
want to live in this passing worldWho wouldn’t want to? 
 
Jesus has ascended to the Father and has taken His place in glory. That is a cause for 
great celebration. It is the crowning and culmination of the Incarnation.  Our Redeemer 
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lives in glory. With this as a backdrop of theological Truth, the implications of the 
Ascension are very practical for us who await Jesus’ return. 
 
He is preparing a home for us in heaven, so let’s not live as though this earth is our 
lasting destiny. He has sent the Holy Spirit to lead us into a life filled with the fruits of 
the Spirit. Why would we choose anything less? 
 
Live each day in a manner worthy of the gifts that are ours: with joyful expectation of 
heaven and with gratitude for the present shown by pursuing the fruits of the Spirit. 
 

 


