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SAINT ELIZABETH ANN SETON PARISH 
310 HERTZLER ROAD, MECHANICSBURG PA. 17055 

May 24, 2015– The Solemnity of Pentecost 
 
On Pentecost the Holy Spirit appeared as small flames of fire resting on each of the 
Apostles. Today we would expect a light bulb instead of a flame, which of course 
reminds me of a story. 
 
During a meeting of Catholic clergy the lights went out in the church: 

a. The Benedictines sat in the darkness, chanting the psalms by heart. 

b. The Franciscans began to compose a prayer in thanksgiving for twilight. 

c. The Dominicans worked to draft a sermon on the value of darkness in 

appreciating light. 

d. The Jesuits broke into 2 groups and debated the theological significance of light 

vs darkness. 

e. The Carmelites began to do penance for the darkness of the world. 

f. The Fransalians, members of Father Swamy’s Order, ran to help those who were 

confused and frightened in the darkness. 

g. The pastor got up, went into the sacristy, and flipped the circuit breaker back on. 

 
There is much spiritual and theological significance to Pentecost, but I’m a pastor so I’m 
going to get practical… 
 
The Apostles in the Upper Room were given a gift that day at Pentecost. They 
immediately got up and used the gift, not alone but together. At the end of the day, did 
they look at each other and say, “Well that’s it. We’re done now. Let’s go home?” 
 
Of course not. The gift they received wasn’t a single-use gift. That’s not how the Holy 
Spirit works.  Let me give you ten simple truths about how the Holy Spirit works in 
parish life: 

1. The Holy Spirit does so through gifts, charisms. 

2. The Holy Spirit continually builds up the Body of Christ. 

3. The Holy Spirit’s charisms are rarely for the benefit of the individual. 

4. Charisms are for the benefit of the community. 

5. Every member of the Body of Christ is given some charism. 

6. If you do something well and you enjoy doing it, it’s probably a charism. 

7. Whatever charism is given to you is meant for the benefit of others. 

8. The Holy Spirit has planted within the Body of Xt every charism we need. 

9. No one is given a charism to act alone, but always together with others. 

10. Working together, our parish will thrive & those in any need will benefit. 
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It’s part of my role as pastor to call forth, discern, and enable charisms. It’s part of my 
role as pastor to flip on the circuit breaker. It’s part of my role as pastor to turn on the 
light. 
 
The bottom line is this: no one is given the charism to sit like a lump and do nothing! 
Everyone is asked to do something, whether to pray for others or to get knee-deep and 
dirty in hard work for others. 
 
It can be intimidating to hear of an opportunity to serve in the parish.  There are many 
who hear of an opportunity and say, “I’d love to help but I don’t have the time or 
wherewithal to be in charge of something.” 
 
Pentecost is your lucky day: you are not asked to be in charge of anything! That’s the 
work of the Holy Spirit. God is in charge! What each of us is asked to do is use the 
charisms, the gifts, we have, for the benefit of the community of Christ’s servants, the 
parish—because that’s why we have those gifts in the first place. 
 
Every week we hear about opportunities to be part of the growing ministries and 
services of our wonderful parish.  Most of you will hear that and not give a second 
thought to what gifts, what God-given charisms, you have for the benefit of this parish.  
In large measure, that’s because the thought of being in charge of any of the ministries 
of this parish can be daunting. 
 
That’s not how God thinks.  God looks at the people sitting in this room and He 
recognizes the gifts He’s given to each person here.  He knows how the pieces are 
meant to fit together.  He sees how our parish could be on fire as a positive source of 
change for good among our members, our families, and within our communities.  
That’s God’s plan. 
 
Look around the church during Mass.  You may not see tongues of fire resting on each 
person here, but even though they are unseen, those flames are here. If they were put 
together, a bonfire would light up Mount Allen and the West Shore. 
 
Let’s think together about charisms. 
 
You read in the bulletin, or hear in the announcements before Mass, or hear one of the 
clergy mention after Holy Communion, that a parish ministry needs a coordinator or 
leader.  “That’s too much for me to think about doing,” you might respond, but what if 
the Holy Spirit has actually planted that charism among 3 or 4 or a half-dozen 
parishioners? Would you work with them, each one lightening the load for the others 
while still getting the job done? 
 
That’s usually how God wants things to work in a parish.  Our parish has historically 
done things that way, too.  
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For the Apple Festival, the Lenten Appeal, our famous Easter Eggs, Life Teen, our many 
social and spiritual events, we have historically had a team whose charisms were given 
so that they could work together to build up the Body of Christ. 
 
Here’s my challenge. You know what’s coming.  No one here — no one — is without a 
charism given by the Holy Spirit. With eyes a little more sensitive to spiritual things 
we’d all see the tongue of fire resting on you, and everyone else here. 
 
The charism you have is not for you alone. It is for building up the body. It is meant to 
be used in teamwork with charisms given to others who are sitting around you in this 
room.  If you do something well and you enjoy doing it, it’s a charism, and it’s meant 
for the benefit of the body.  So, how are you going to use it in the way God intended? 
 
Our parish thrives when we work together.  Right now there are opportunities to work 
as a team in coordinating the Easter Egg program, the Apple Festival, the Lenten 
Appeal, the Ushers, the Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, Life Teen, and in 
general volunteer service such as stuffing the bulletin on Friday afternoons or 
answering the phone during weekly parish staff meetings. There are opportunities to 
visit the homebound, to help with the monthly Mass at Messiah Village, to call or visit 
parishioners in need. The list goes on.  It’s not a list of needs; it’s a list of charisms 
waiting to be used!  You are on that list. 
 
On the day of judgment as I stand before God’s throne, I don’t expect God to ask, “Why 
weren’t you Pope Francis,” or “Why weren’t you Saint Ignatius,” or “Why weren’t you 
Saint Thomas Aquinas?”  I expect Him to ask, “Why weren’t you Bill King?—I gave you 
the gift to be you, and I made you a gift to others. Why weren’t you whom I created you 
to be?” 
 
We’ll all be asked that.  It’s Pentecost.  Flames of fire are in our souls. Gifts of the Holy 
Spirit are within us all.  Step forward and use those gifts for the Body of Christ, not 
alone but as part of the body.   
 
As a pastor I’ll flip the circuit breaker when the lights go out.  Today I want to challenge 
every person here to let your light shine brightly.  Our parish will be unstoppable if we 
work together.  Don’t sit on your thumbs. Don’t sit on your aspirations and your good 
intentions.  Don’t sit on your charisms.  Get up and say yes now—now—to working 
together to build up the Body of Christ.  Call the parish office this week and say “Yes, 
I’ll place the flame of my charisms together with others and set this parish ablaze with 
Spirit-filled ministry and service!” 
 
The parish on Mount Allen would be awfully dark without you.  Accept your pastor’s 
challenge to flip the switch on in your soul.  Turn on the charisms God gave you.  One 
lamp at a time we’ll light up Mount Allen and the West Shore for Christ! 


