
Monsignor William J. King                           Copyright © 2015, Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish 

                                                                                                                                    www.steas.net 

 

SAINT ELIZABETH ANN SETON PARISH 
310 HERTZLER ROAD, MECHANICSBURG PA. 17055 

June 26, 2015 
 

A Pastor Talks Honestly About Sexuality and Same Sex Attraction 
 
Despite more than 3 decades of priestly ministry and 27 years of formal education, I am 
at a loss for words when someone asks me how to respond to a son or daughter, a 
former spouse, a co-worker, a friend, or a parent, who is in a same-sex relationship. 
“Love them,” I respond. “Love them!” But how does a faithful Catholic respond at 
family get-togethers, community events, restaurants, shopping, or holiday gatherings?  
  
The emotions run deep and they are conflicting. Is one to be defiant? Ashamed? Angry? 
At peace? Resigned? Is a parent allowed to be happy about a child's joy in such a 
relationship? Is a good Catholic to attend the ceremony or the reception? To give 
anniversary gifts? Celebrate the adoption of a child? Is one to ignore right and wrong in 
the interest of family harmony? Can one affirm what has been a lengthy and agonizing 
interior struggle for someone close? 
  
A parent will always want to embrace, love, and protect a child. A friend will always 
want to welcome the gladness of someone close. Yet, at the same time, conscience 
resists affirming a lifestyle that is contrary to the order set in God's creation and written 
in our very bodies as male and female. We know right from wrong, even if we deeply 
love the person. We don’t hear or like the word “sin” anymore, but any of us can 
become complacent to the reality of sin if society repeatedly tells us it’s okay. Sin 
becomes invisible, but remains sin. 
  
There is no one-size-fits-all response to moments when love and conscience collide. 
Parents, friends, co-workers, and loved ones walk a tightrope in continuing to love 
sincerely while refusing to endorse a lifestyle inherently sinful. It is a crisis of 
conscience to love — deeply love — someone who fights an inner battle yet ultimately 
chooses to sin. 
  
The enormous range of issues and emotions cannot be addressed here. However, we 
can recall a few basics. Catholic faith is adamant that neither God's affection nor ours is 
withheld from a person sincere in trying to follow the Lord's loving will for their lives. 
Ours is not a faith that proclaims, “God loves everyone… except you!” Ours is also not 
a faith that ignores sin or dilutes the impact of sin on eternal salvation. We affirm that 
we are each the product of our choices: to accept God's grace and embrace a life of 
holiness toward salvation, or to persist in sin, aware of the eternal consequences. Love 
for someone does not erase the choices that person makes. Love for a child or parent or 
friend doesn't erase a DUI offense or unmanageable debt. Love does not make a crime 
disappear, and it does not make sin disappear. Love boldly, but be honest about the 
reality of sin.  
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The ministry of Jesus offers us an example. He did not hesitate to be present to those 
whose lives were touched by sin, but He did not miss the opportunity to challenge them 
to rise above their sins because of His love: “Go and sin no more,” He said repeatedly. 
Jesus enjoyed the company of everyone, but He never gave approval to sinful choices. 
No one doubted His understanding of good and evil, right and wrong. “I love you,” He 
seemed to say, “but you are better than the choices you’ve made!” Love, challenge, and 
grace were offered together. 
  
We cannot easily gloss over questions of right and wrong, because for a person with 
same-sex attraction, just as for a person who longs for a sexual partner other than their 
husband or wife, or one with an addiction to pornography, the daily struggle to remain 
chaste is agonizing — no less than for the craving alcoholic or the addict who longs for 
another high. One who strives to be chaste, or clean, or sober, needs our prayerful 
companionship, because we each have our sins and we know how weak we are without 
God's grace and without the sacraments and mutual support within the Church.  
 
Our culture sexualizes everything, and temptation is everywhere. As a priest I have 
made a promise of lifetime celibacy to God, but I am not exempt from being exposed to 
our culture’s influences. Daily I am reminded of my need to reach out to God for help in 
recognizing temptation and remaining chaste. Do not think this is an easy struggle for 
any priest. Yet, my promise of chastity is, at its heart, reflective of the chastity expected 
of any person apart from the union of husband and wife in marriage. At the earliest 
moments of human life, God created marriage. He wrote a longing for sexual union in 
our hearts and the pattern for that union in our bodies: “For this reason,” Jesus later 
taught with firmness, “a man shall leave his father and mother and cling to his wife, 
and the two shall become one flesh.” 
 
For any person not in the lifelong commitment of holy matrimony, sexual purity is the 
norm. Is it easy? Not at all. There is no support for purity and chastity in our culture, 
but there is in the Church. From the beginning to the end of the Bible, the plan of God is 
clear for human sexuality. No human society has the competence to redefine what God 
created and wrote in our bodies. What we as a Church celebrate — truly celebrate with 
tremendous joy — is the intimate partnership of man and woman in fulfillment of 
God’s plan to bring joy to their hearts and new life into the world. On the other hand, 
anything less than what God created is a sin.  
 
We cannot, however, be a Church that simply says, “Thou shalt not.” We must be a 
community that extends a hand of support and an arm of embrace, so that we can help 
each other grow toward the fullness of Christ. No one who sits in the pews is ever 
without need for grace, mercy, friendship, and hope. We each need healing in some part 
of our lives.  
 
Every time we pray the Mass — seven days a week in our parish church — we begin 
that prayer by acknowledging that we are sinners in need of grace, mercy, and peace.  
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In the great penitential prayer of the Confiteor, in which you and I stand together and 
confess to everyone in the church that we are sinners, we also ask everyone there to 
pray for us: “Therefore I ask the Blessed Mother, ever virgin, all the angels and saints, 
and you my brothers and sisters, to pray for me to Almighty God.” 
 
This is precisely why we are Church: not because we deserve God’s reward, but 
because we need God’s grace. We are Church to help each other and not to hurt each 
other. We are Church because we can walk into the same room and stand unashamed in 
admitting out loud before everyone else, “I am a sinner and I need your support and 
your prayers.” 
 
None of us can be self-righteous. We each carry within us brokenness and weakness, 
and the memory and desire for sin. Pope Francis made this clear when a reporter asked 
him about same-sex attraction, “Who am I to judge them if they're seeking the Lord in 
good faith?"  That is our role as a parish and as Catholics: to assist persons who are 
confused and struggling to “seek the Lord in good faith.” This was the approach of 
Jesus Himself: to embrace with love, and to invite to spiritual growth. That growth will 
lead to an understanding and acceptance of the high moral standards of Christ and His 
Church. We do not condemn a person for their sins. We love the person for being a 
child of God, and remind them of what that means: following the loving plan of our 
God for our lives, reaching out to God in every struggle with temptation, and walking 
humbly with God in purity. 
 
What can save us from ourselves and our disordered desires but the Cross of Jesus 
Christ, the sign of God's greatest gift and the pledge that God will stop at nothing to 
bring us His peace? Humbly, truthfully, we each need to fall before the Cross and 
confess our sins. Our heavenly Father's strong arm will reach out to us and raise us up 
with grace to sustain us in our daily walk with Him, our daily decisions for purity and 
holiness, our daily recommitment to follow what our consciences know to be right and 
holy and true. Since we are each beloved children of a heavenly Father, and each beset 
by temptation to sin, let us love one another without compromise, committed to being 
faithful disciples of a loving Lord, who asked us, “Remain in my love.”  
 

—Monsignor King 
 
 

 
 


