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“Rather than a problem to be 

solved, the world is a joyful mystery 

to be contemplated with gladness 

and praise.” 
 

I BELIEVE THAT SAINT FRANCIS is the example par excellence of care for the 
vulnerable and of an integral ecology lived out joyfully and authentically. He is 
the patron saint of all who study and work in the area of ecology, and he is also 

much loved by non-Christians. He was particularly concerned for God’s creation 
and for the poor and outcast. He loved—and was deeply loved—for his joy, his 

generous self-giving, his openheartedness. He was a mystic and a pilgrim who 
lived in simplicity and in wonderful harmony with God, with others, with nature, and with 
himself. He shows us just how inseparable the bond is between concern for nature, justice 

for the poor, commitment to society, and interior peace. 
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Pope Francis’ new encyclical on 
caring for God’s creation 



(continued from cover) 
 

Francis helps us to see that an integral ecology calls 
for openness to categories which transcend the 

language of mathematics and biology, and take us to 
the heart of what it is to be human. Just as happens 

when we fall in love with someone, whenever he would 
gaze at the sun, the moon or the smallest of animals, 
he burst into song, drawing all other creatures into his 

praise. He communed with all creation, even preaching 
to the flowers, inviting them “to praise the Lord, just as 
if they were endowed with reason.” His response to the 

world around him was so much more than intellectual 
appreciation or economic calculus, for to him each and 

every creature was a sister united to him by bonds 
of affection. That is why he felt called to care for all 
that exists.... 
 

If we approach nature and the environment without 

this openness to awe and wonder, if we no longer 
speak the language of fraternity and beauty in our 

relationship with the world, our attitude will be that of 
masters, consumers, ruthless exploiters—unable to set 
limits on their immediate needs. 
 

By contrast, if we feel intimately united with all that 

exists, then sobriety and care will well up 
spontaneously. The poverty and austerity of Saint 

Francis were no mere veneer of asceticism, but 
something much more radical: a refusal to turn reality 
into an object simply to be used and controlled. 
 

What is more, Saint Francis, faithful to Scripture, 

invites us to see nature as a magnificent book in which 
God speaks to us and grants us a glimpse of his 

infinite beauty and goodness. “Through the greatness 
and the beauty of creatures, one comes to know by 
analogy their maker” (Wis 13:5); indeed, “his eternal 

power and divinity have been made known through his 
works since the creation of the world” (Rom 1:20). For 

this reason, Francis asked that part of the friary 
garden always be left untouched, so that wild flowers 
and herbs could grow there, and those who saw 

them could raise their minds to God, the Creator of 
such beauty. 
 

Rather than a problem to be solved, the world is 

a joyful mystery to be contemplated with gladness 
and praise. 
 

ENCYCLICAL LETTER LAUDATO SI’ 

OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS 
ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME 

Read online at w2.vatican.va 

US Conference of Catholic Bishops 
www.usccb.org 
Environmental Justice 
 

The Catholic Church brings a 
distinct perspective to the 
discussion of environmental 
questions, by lifting up the moral 
dimensions of these issues and the 
needs of the most vulnerable 
among us. This unique contribution 
is rooted in Catholic teaching calling 
us to care for creation and for "the 
least of these." (Mt 25:40)  

Environmental Justice 

Catholic Climate Covenant™ 
www.catholicclimatecovenant.org 
 

Pope Benedict XVI 
and Saint John Paul 
II further deepened 
the Church’s long 
engagement with 
ecology. Saint John 

Paul II reminded us that all of 
Creation reflects the love of the 
Creator and should be treasured. 
Pope Benedict XVI, known as “the 
Green Pope,” brought urgency 
to the question of how our 
Catholic principles should shape 
our climate future. 

 

MAKE THE ST. FRANCIS PLEDGE 
www.catholicclimatecovenant.org/ 

pledge 

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/environment/index.cfm
http://www.catholicclimatecovenant.org
http://www.catholicclimatecovenant.org/pledge


 +  M A S S E S  +  

SATURDAY JULY 11 
VIGIL, 15TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

5:30 PM Judith Himes 

SUNDAY JULY 12 
15TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

7:15AM People of the Parish 

9:00 AM Mary Small 

11:30 AM Gloria Abriola 

MONDAY JULY 13 
WEEKDAY 

9:00 AM Renata Russo 

TUESDAY JULY 14 
SAINT KATERI TEKAWITHA, VIRGIN 

7:00 AM Viola Baldini 

WEDNESDAY JULY 15 
SAINT BONAVENTURE, BISHOP AND 

DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH 
7:00 AM Genevieve Small 

9:00 AM Wilbert and Estella Stare 

THURSDAY JULY 16 
WEEKDAY 

7:00 AM Ann Deptula 

9:00 AM Rita and Martin Kurth 

FRIDAY JULY 17 
WEEKDAY 

7:00 AM Ginger Brown 

9:00 AM James Ramage 

SATURDAY JULY 18 
WEEKDAY 

8:30 AM Thomas Hallett 

VIGIL, 16TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

5:30 PM Intentions of Marydel Clark 

SUNDAY JULY 19 
16TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

7:15AM RoseAnn and Bob Nause 

9:00 AM Dale Moritz 

11:30 AM People of the Parish 

STEWARDSHIP COLLECTION July 5 Available next week 

ALTAR SERVERS—July 18-19 
5:30 PM  Megan Mansfield, Lilly Mansfield, 

Isabel Martin, Alexandra Malady 

7:15 AM Brian Daggs, Clare Daggs, John 
Daggs, Patrick Daggs, Benedict 
Daggs 

9:00 AM  Chad Cherok, William Adams, 
Nate Cherok, Aidan Wenger 

11:30 AM Joshua Micsky, Luke Micsky, Sara 
Richards 

CONTACTS  

Main Office (717) 697-2614 

parish_office@steas.net 

Religious 

Education  

697-3545 

Volunteer 

Coordinator 

697-6929 

Deacon Hall  (cell) 471-3388 

Bulletin bulletin@steas.net 

SPONSOR OF THE WEEK 

We wish to thank Harrisburg Gastroenterology, Ltd. for sponsoring 
an ad in our weekly bulletin. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

MON Ex 1:8-14, 22; Ps 124; Mt 10:34—11:1 

TUE Ex 2:1-15a; Ps 69; Mt 11:20-24 

WED Ex 3:1-6, 9-12; Ps 103; Mt 11:25-27 

THU Ex 3:13-20; Ps 105; Mt 11:28-30 

FRI Ex 11:10—12:14; Ps 116; Mt 12:1-8 

SAT Ex 12:37-42; Ps 136; Mt 12:14-21  

SUN Jer 23:1-6; Ps 23; Eph 2:13-18; Mk 6:30-34 

ACTIVE MILITARY: We are in the process of updating our military 
posters in the entrances to the church. Please send in a photo with the 
name and any additional information you wish to give: rank, 
deployment, training, etc. There is a veterans’ organization that would 
like to send packages, so an address guarantees a package. Questions: 
Contact Steve or Sharon Auchey (635-0878). 

ALTAR SERVER AND JUNIOR CHOIR APPRECIATION TRIP 

COLLECTION will be held next weekend. Please contribute to show 
our appreciation for the many hours these youths volunteer for our 
Liturgies. 

THE PERMISSIONS SLIPS for this trip to Baltimore on August 4 are due 
in the office by Tuesday,  July 21.  Questions? Contact Sue Fletcher 

(697-6929, sfletcher@steas.net). 

In your charity please pray for the repose of the 

soul of parishioner Margaret Wolff. 

SUNDAY NURSERY: The children’s nursery for infants through three 
years of age is open throughout the summer during the Sunday 9 and 
11:30 AM Masses. It is located through the Parish Center—in Classroom 2. 
There are two adults with state and Diocesan clearances in the nursery 
at all times. Please feel free to take advantage of this service if you’d like. 
New volunteers are welcome any time. Please contact Kristen Morrow 

for details. (614-0406, kristenmorrow@comcast.net). 

5
TH

 ANNUAL JOURNEY 4 JOSIE WALK/RUN registration forms are 
available on our website and in today’s bulletin. Josie is a teen 
parishioner who suffers from Lyme Disease. She is currently in 
Philadelphia undergoing multiple joint replacements. The Walk/Run is 
Saturday, August 1, at 9 AM at the Soldiers & Sailors Memorial Park (the 
pool area) in Mechanicsburg. Please support this event to help raise 
money for her medical costs and the Harrisburg Area Lyme Disease 

Support Group. If you are unable to participate, please consider making a 

donation. 

mailto:sfletcher@steas.net
mailto:kristenmorrow@comcast.net


T h e  W e e k  A h e a d  

SUNDAY 12 

MISSIONARY COOPERATIVE 
COLLECTION 

YOUTH IMPACT CANNED FRUIT 

COLLECTION 

5:00 PM  Life Teen 

6:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration 

6:00 PM Let’s Play Cards! 

MONDAY 13 

8:40 AM Rosary 

TUESDAY 14 

6:45 AM  Morning Prayer 

7:30 AM Gospel Reflection 

6:30 PM Trail Life Troop Meeting 

7:00 PM Spiritual Book Club 

WEDNESDAY 15 

6:45 AM  Morning Prayer 

8:40 AM Rosary 

7:00 PM Faith Matters—Evening 

THURSDAY 16 

6:45 AM Morning Prayer 

8:40 AM Rosary 

FRIDAY 17 

6:45 AM Morning Prayer 

8:40 AM  Rosary 

SATURDAY 18 

COLLECTION: APPRECIATION FOR 
ALTAR SERVERS & JUNIOR CHOIR 

Blood Pressure Screening 

after Mass 

3:30 PM Confessions 

SUNDAY 19 

COLLECTION: APPRECIATION FOR 
ALTAR SERVERS & JUNIOR CHOIR 

Blood Pressure Screening 

after all Masses 

Trail Life Summer Adventure 

3:00 PM Chaplet of Divine Mercy 

5:00 PM Life Teen 

6:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration 

6:00 PM Let’s Play Cards! 

FAITH MATTERS—EVENING: The image of Christ's return is one of a 
bridegroom returning for his bride. Yet with this rejoicing also comes a time 
of final judgment. What does the Catholic Church teach us about how to 
interpret these final days? Join us on Wednesday, July 15, in the Bayley 

Conference Room, beginning at 7:00 PM,  as we look at Revelation 19-20: 
The Marriage Supper and the Great Judgment. 

FAITH MATTERS—MORNING: Our study of The Second Greatest Story 
Ever Told has concluded, and we will be taking a short summer 
break.  Learning and living our faith involves time, study and action.  There 
are so many great resources available to help us on our journey.  A survey 
form of fall/winter study options is available for all to see in the Bayley 
Conference Room. Please take a few moments to stop by the room and fill 

out a form. Your input would be greatly appreciated! 

LIFE TEEN: Sunday, July 12, find out how much Your Witness Matters. See 
how your voice, your example, your life is more important than you may 
have thought. Life Teen is open to all teens entering grades 9-12 in the fall. 

NEXT WEEK, JULY 19: ROMAN INQUISITION, bring your questions for 
Deacon Arena, and see if you can stump him! Join Life Teen Sunday@5 for 
Food, Faith and Friendship!  

TEEN HOLY HOUR: A Teen Holy Hour will be held at Good Shepherd Church, 
Camp Hill, on Monday, July 13, from 6:00 to 7:00 PM. We will sing modern 
music with guitar and other musical instruments. All teens and adults from area 
parishes are welcome. For more information, contact Mrs. Tran

(ktran@gsschpa.org, 802-2576). 

SPIRITUAL BOOK CLUB will gather Tuesday, July 14, at 7:00 PM in Meeting 
Room 1 to pray with each other and discuss Father Michael Gaitley's book, 

The Second Greatest Story Ever Told. All are welcome, and there is no 

need to have read the book to attend. 

TRAIL LIFE: Troop 101 will meet Tuesday at 6:30 PM in the Parish Center. 
The Trail Life mission is to guide generations of courageous young men to 
honor God, lead with integrity, serve others, and experience outdoor 

adventure. See the parish website (www.steas.net) under Faith Formation 

> Youth Faith Formation for details and contact information. 

THE COMPASSIONATE FRIENDS is a bereavement group offering support 
to individuals and families following the death of a child, grandchild or 
sibling, no matter the age, no matter the circumstance. The group meets on 
the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7 PM at Good Shepherd Church, 

Camp Hill. For more information, call Mary Kay Alleman (763-1130). 

mailto:ktran@gsschpa.org


 

Creative Ways of Giving: An Alphabet of Ideas  

S S is for is for ——  

Stock, Silver, Sculpture, Savings bonds, Stamp Stock, Silver, Sculpture, Savings bonds, Stamp 
collection, give up Something (e.g., premium cable or collection, give up Something (e.g., premium cable or 
coffee) and donate savings to the church ...coffee) and donate savings to the church ...  

Choose the form of creative giving that fits Choose the form of creative giving that fits youryour  

                                                                                        resources andresources and  situation!situation!  


