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310 HERTZLER ROAD, MECHANICSBURG, PA 17055 

January 1, 2016 – Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God 

 

A senior priest went to his bishop with this complaint: “Now I have great difficulty in 
preaching. I cannot get the people's attention." 
 
After stroking his chin His Excellency suggested: "Say something striking at the 
beginning of your homily." 
 
"Could you give me an example?" begged the old padre. 
 
"Well," suggested the bishop, "you might start like this: 'I am in love'; 'I am in love with a 
married woman'; 'Her name is Mary.'" 
 
Next Sunday the priest started his sermon thus: "The bishop is in love; He is in love with 
a married woman.” 
 
After an embarrassed pause the priest continued: "But I have forgotten her name."  

(Mgsr. Arthur Tomnne) 
 

My Goal for 2016 is to accomplish the goals of 2015, which I should have done in 2014, 
because I promised them in 2013 and planned them in 2012.  

(Internet Source) 
 
On the first day of the year let us make one resolution as Mother Mary made in her life: 
to say ‘Yes’ to the Will of God.   
 
Mary, Mother of God:  Scriptural and traditional basis—At the Incarnation, the angel 
told Mary, “The holy offspring of thine shall be known as the Son of God” (Lk. 1: 
35).  Elizabeth addressed Mary as the “Mother of my Lord.”  John writes: "The Word 
became flesh and lived among us" (Jn. 1:14). Saint Paul refers to this event when he writes 
to the Galatians, “God sent forth His Son, born of a woman,” and as "eternally begotten 
of the Father." In a fourth century Egyptian papyrus, we find the beautiful expression: 
“We fly to thy protection, O holy Mother of God.”  So from the very early period of the 
Church, Mary was known as the Mother of God.  As Pope Pius XI writes:  If the Son of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary is God, she who gave Him birth rightly deserves to be called the 
Mother of God.  If the person of Jesus is one and divine, there is no doubt that all should 
call Mary not only the Mother of Man, Christ, but Mother of God” (LUX 
VARITATIS).  Saint Ignatius the Martyr says that Mary had engendered God.  Tertulian 
states that God was born of her.   
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Mary’s motherhood is unique.  God honored her by choosing her to become the mother 
of Jesus, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity, when He took on human flesh and became 
man, as stated in the Bible. The angel said to Mary: “You are going to be the mother of a 
Son and you will call Him Jesus, and He will be called the Son of the Most High." 
 
Dante, the Italian poet, in the Divine Comedy, describes the virtues of Mary: 
 
Maiden, yet a mother 
Daughter of thy Son 
High beyond all other 
Lowlier is none. 
 
In thee is pity, in thee tenderness 
In thee magnificence, in thee the sum 
Of all that in creation most can bless.  
 
We honor her, respect her, love her and seek her intercession, praying, “Holy Mary, 
Mother of God, pray for us sinners." We do not, ever, equate her with God nor replace 
God with her. Rather, we honor her, primarily because God honored her by choosing her 
to become the Mother of Jesus, when He took on our flesh and became Man.  Mary is our 
Mother; she is a powerful advocate for us in heaven. To ignore Mary’s motherly concern 
for us is to ignore God’s gift of her motherhood to us.   
 
To model Mary to do God’s will becomes easy when we make God the center of our life 
and realize His presence in all the people around us. During this new year, let us resolve 
to light a candle instead of blaming the darkness around us. Just as the moon borrows 
the sun’s light to illuminate the earth, we must radiate the light of God shining within 
us.  Let us strive to be pure and holy like our Heavenly Mother.  All mothers want their 
children to inherit or acquire their good qualities. Hence, let us honor Mary, our Heavenly 
Mother, by practicing her virtues of faith, obedience, purity and humble service. If we 
humble ourselves as Mary our Mother did, then we will be enabled by God’s Grace to 
accept and surrender to His will.  The lowlier we become, the higher the chances of God 
working in us.   
 
On this New Year’s Day—when we look back on the past year that held much good and 
bad, health and sickness, success and failures, tears of joy and tears of pain for us; and 
look forward to the future that seems brighter for some and dimmer for others—we tend 
to feel discouraged and helpless. But it is in the name of Jesus we begin this New 
Year.  We trust in Mary’s maternal intercession.  We have as much reason as Mary had 
for believing that our God is gracious and nothing in the world happens apart from His 
knowledge and love. She is here by our side, in our community, as the one who by her 
love and faith brings forth Jesus in our hearts and our society.  Under the patronage of 
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Mary and signed with the name of Jesus, we know that even the darkest hour will be a 
time of saving grace and outgoing love.   
 
Let us pray! Mary, Virgin and Mother, you who, moved by the Holy Spirit, welcomed the Word 
of Life in the depths of your humble faith: obtain for us the new zeal born of the Resurrection that 
we may bring to all the Gospel of life, which triumphs over death.  Give us the courage to seek new 
paths to love and serve.  Dear Mother pray for us.  Amen.  

(Pope Francis) 
 
O God, you can make it tough, please don’t make it impossible. Let us ask God to give us 
the grace to dream something noble, do something good, and love someone every day in 
the New Year.   
 


