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By Margaret M. Kovacic 

Parishioner Margaret Kovacic is an active participant in parish adult formation programs and produces THE VINE, a 
newsletter of ideas and inspiration. 

One of the joys of longevity is that you can look 
back and see how God’s plan has unfolded in your 
life.  An unexpected and challenging twist in my life 
provided many new opportunities for me and, 
surprisingly, one of them led me to become more 
acquainted with the Bible. 

I have always been an avid reader.  I have read all 
sorts of books—historical, mysteries, intrigue, 

inspirational, instructional, poetry, biographies and 
yes, even love stories.  To my delight, I discovered 
that I could find similar stories, and more, between 
the pages of one book—The Bible. 

My approach to reading the Bible may not be what 
is considered conventional, but it is where the Holy 
Spirit has led me and I believe it is just another part 
of God’s plan for me. 

(continued inside) 



Seton Sunday Series 

“How I read the Bible” 

Parishioners and clergy are writing about 
their own Bible reading, and 
recommending resources to get us started 
or deepen our existing practice of reading 
the Bible on a regular basis. 

If you would like to share your own 
experiences and advice, send your 
thoughts to bulletin@steas.net. 

Each morning while enjoying a cup of coffee, 
 I open my iPad™ and begin my readings for the 
day. To set aside distractions,  I spend some quiet 
time  with the 3-Minute Retreat (a Jesuit 
Ministry), reflecting on a Scripture passage.  
Then I move on to The Catholic Company 
morning offering, which brings all of my prayers 
and readings into one simple-to-read email. It 
includes a meditation of the day, daily Mass 
readings, a verse of the day, the Liturgy of 
the Hours, and a morning offering prayer. Just 
before I begin my day in earnest, I read a 
meditation for the day and its related Scriptural 
references.  
 
One of the most positive ways I have been lead to 
the Scriptures is through the Faith Matters 

classes offered by our parish—for which I am 
very grateful. I find myself spending entire 
evenings reading the Scriptures in preparation 
for those classes. Also, as a participant in the 
Gospel Reflections group at Messiah Lifeways for 
the past three years, I spend time researching 
the Gospel for the coming Sunday and then enjoy 
discussing it with the group.  This has given me a 
much more meaningful perspective on the 
Gospels. 
 
I believe that God thought this was just the right 
time in my life to spend more time with His 
Word, and so He implemented another part of 
His plan for me. What a blessing it has been— 
I am reading the greatest love story of all: God’s 
never-ending love for each of us. 

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES 
 

3-Minute Retreat from Loyola Press 

www.loyolapress.com/3-minute-retreats-daily-online-

prayer.htm 
 

Jesuit Prayer Website 

www.JesuitPrayer.org 
 

The Catholic Company 

www.catholiccompany.com 

 



READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

MON 2 Sm 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13; Ps 3:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Mk 5:1-20 

TUE Mal 3:1-4; Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10; Heb 2:14-18; Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22-32 

WED 2 Sm 24:2, 9-17; Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7; Mk 6:1-6  
THU 1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12; 1 Chr 29:10, 11ab, 11d12a, 12bcd; Mk 6:7-13  

FRI Sir 47:2-11; Ps 18:31, 47, and 50, 51; Mk 6:14-29  
SAT 1 Kgs 3:4-13; Ps 119:9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14; Mk 6:30-34  
SUN Is 6:1-2a, 3-8; Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 7-8; 1 Cor 15:1-11; Lk 5:1-11 

+ MASSES + 
+ DAILY PRAYERS + CONFESSIONS+ 

SATURDAY JANUARY 30 
VIGIL, 4TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

5:00 PM George “Bud” Brown 

SUNDAY JANUARY 31 
4TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

7:15 AM Kevin Dunn 

9:00 AM Louise Boscardin 

11:30 AM People of the Parish 

MONDAY FEBRUARY 1 
WEEKDAY 

8:40 AM Rosary 

9:00 AM Raymond Schmid 

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 2 
FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION OF 

THE LORD 

6:45 AM Morning Prayer 

7:00 AM Mary Small 

WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 3 
WEEKDAY 

6:45 AM Morning Prayer 

7:00 AM Ambrose and Catherine 

Sinkovitz 

8:40 AM Rosary 

9:00 AM Donald Small, Sr. 

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 4 
WEEKDAY 

6:45 AM Morning Prayer 

7:00 AM JoAnn Sabotchick 

8:40 AM Rosary 

9:00 AM Louise Breit 

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 5 
MEMORIAL OF SAINT AGATHA, 

VIRGIN AND MARTYR 

6:45 AM Morning Prayer 

7:00 AM William R. Holjes 

8:40 AM Rosary 

9:00 AM Donald Shurilla 

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 6 
MEMORIAL OF SAINT PAUL MIKI AND 

COMPANIONS, MARTYRS 

8:30 AM Intentions of Joseph Becker 

3:00 PM CONFESSIONS 

VIGIL, 5TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

5:00 PM Barbara Lumby 

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 7 
5TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

7:15 AM Intentions of Stella Skorupa 

* 9:00 AM Constance Villella 

 11:30 AM People of the Parish 

* Adult Choir singing at Mass 

ALTAR SERVERS—FEBRUARY 6-7 

5:00 PM J.R. Mizerak, Connor Smith 

7:15 AM Carly Holencik, Tess French 

9:00 AM  Joseph Tanguay, John Dwyer 

11:30 AM Peter Scripko, Luba Scripko 

 In your charity please pray for the repose 

of the souls of Nicholas DiGerolimo, brother-in-
law of parishioner Marilyn Bahret, and 
parishioner Thomas Puchalsky, husband of 

Marie Puchalsky. 

SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH (SPOF) 

MEMBERSHIP WEEKEND FEBRUARY 6-7—The SPOF was established 
in 1822 and is the means through which the Pope supports 1,150 
mission dioceses around the world. It assists with faith formation, the 
selection of native bishops, and the formation of seminarians, religious 
sisters and brothers, and lay catechists. As mission dioceses struggle to 
take root, SPOF also provides critical education, health, and social 
services. Your participation in SPOF Membership Weekend by prayer 
and contributions helps to spread the hope-filled, saving message of 
Jesus to the billions of people who do not know Christ, and supports 
the priests, religious and lay catechists in mission countries worldwide 

who offer them that Good News. Thank you for answering the call to 
missionary spirit through your support of this holy work of the Church. 
Join in the worldwide mission of Jesus. 

REGISTRATION FOR THE MARCH 12 DIOCESAN MEN'S 

CONFERENCE at Bishop McDevitt High School is now available at 

www.hbgdiocese.org/men, where you can register online or 
download a registration brochure. You’ll also find essential conference 
information and workshop descriptions. Over 800 men attended last 

year. The theme is: Jesus I Trust In You: Men Called to the Ocean of 

God's Mercy. Keynote Speaker is Tom Peterson, founder and president 
of Catholics Come Home. Bishop Gainer is Principal Celebrant and 
Homilist for Mass. There are 30 workshop choices, and presenters 
include nationally renowned author, speaker, and frequent EWTN 
guest Father Michael Gaitley. The day includes Mass, Holy Hour, 
Confession, vendors, fellowship, and more. Early-Bird discount for 
registration by February 23. The conference is geared to help men 
become the best husbands, fathers, brothers, sons, friends, co-workers—

the best Catholic-Christian men we can be! Don't miss the grace! 

SPECIAL COLLECTION JANUARY 30-31 FOR 2015-2016 STORMS 

AND OTHER NATURAL DISASTERS—Funds collected in this one-time 
special appeal will be used to support the efforts of Catholic Charities 
USA, the official domestic relief agency of the U.S.  Catholic  Church, as 
they and their  member agencies respond to immediate emergency 
needs for food, water, shelter,  and  medical  care,  as  well  as  to  the  
long-term  need  to rebuild  and  recover  after  widespread  
destruction,  and  to  the USCCB for  pastoral reconstruction  needs  of  

the  Church. There  is  no  special envelope for this collection, and you 

can also drop off donations in the parish office this week. 

NEW HOPE FOOD COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND– FEBRUARY 6-7 

http://www.hbgdiocese.org/men


SPONSOR OF THE WEEK—We wish to thank Theo’s Bar and Grille for sponsoring an ad in our weekly bulletin. 

JOIN US AT LIFE TEEN ON SUNDAY@5 for a discussion on safe environments for teens, 

followed by Dangerous and a game of reverse tag. Life Teen is open to all teens in grades 
9-12, in private, parochial, home, or public school. Though Life Teen is 100% Catholic, 
teens attending need not be Catholic to attend. Life Teen meets most Sundays@5 to pray 
together, eat dinner, form friendships, and share faith. There is no cost, and no registration 
necessary.  

PARENTS OF TEENS: You continue to be your teens’ primary catechist. They follow your 
example in prayer, in faith, and in your use of technology. This website 

www.faithandsafety.org offers insight, tips, news, and much more about technology 
safety through the eyes of faith. Check it out!  

COMING UP FEBRUARY 7—Super Bowl at Saint Katharine Drexel Parish. 

THAT MAN IS YOU—We  missed a session because of the snow, so we’re picking up 
where we left off. The theme on Febuary  6 at 6:30 AM or February 9 at 11:30 AM is 

Becoming a Man after God’s Own Heart. Topics include: our Lenten journey and the 
parable of the sower, the fate of seeds, the three fundamental orientations, the obstacles 
in the spiritual life, that you would bear fruit, evaluating your spiritual life, and 
encountering the Living God and His mercy. Questions? Contact Dave Rose 

(paroses@comcast.net, 241-2315). 

MORNING FAITH MATTERS—Our study of Romans and Galatians continues this week 

with Lesson 4: Circumcision of the Heart, which covers Romans 2:17-3:20. What is 
a “circumcised heart”?  Have you ever asked yourself what connection the Catholic Church 
today has with the Jewish people? Find the answer to those and many other questions 
when we get together in the Bayley Conference Room on Wednesday, February 3, at 

9:30 AM. All are welcome! Contact Carol Holder (766-2677) with any questions. 

EVENING FAITH MATTERS—Join us Wednesday at 7:00 PM in the Bayley Conference 

Room for The Bible Timeline. Questions? Contact Donna (649-3173). 

WIVES, HUSBANDS, ADULT CHILDREN: Have a spouse or parent struggling with an 
illness or life care planning? Bring your questions. Learn what works and what doesn’t 

from welcoming, experienced caregivers. The CAREGIVERS GROUP meets, Monday, 
February 1, at 3:30 PM in Meeting Room 1, and the first Monday of every month. Non-
parishioners welcome. Contacts: Pastoral Assistant Donna Nebistinsky (697-6929, 

dnebistinsky@steas.net) or Caregivers Group Facilitator Ernie Nettleton (766-8806). 

OUR PARISH WILL HOST A SOUP SALE to benefit the shelters run by Catholic Charities 
after Masses next weekend, February 6-7. We expect to have over 40 varieties of delicious 
homemade soup available. Our  Knights of Columbus are assisting with this worthwhile 
project. Your donation for your quarts of soup will support the wonderful work of the 
Catholic Charities shelters.  Suggested donation is $10 per quart.  Questions? Contact Tom 
Brenner (576-8139). 

Caregivers 

Life Teen 

Soup Sale 

TMIY! 

Faith Matters 

SAINT JOSEPH SCHOOL WILL HOST A NEW FAMILY INFORMATION NIGHT on 
Wednesday, February 3, at 7:00 p.m.  This event is for parents only whose children will be 
new to Saint Joseph School in any grade for the 2016-2017 school year. Babysitting will 

not be available.  Please call the school office at (717) 766-2564 for more information. 

CATHOLIC 
SCHOOLS 

WEEK 

St. Francis 
of Assisi  

DEAR PARISHIONERS OF ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON PARISH—Thank you so much for 
the generosity you have shown to the inner city poor surrounding St. Francis of Assisi 
parish. Your gifts at Christmas were a wonderful act of compassion to God’s poor, hurting, 
and needy. Thank you for your kindness in allowing and providing gifts for the parents to 
present to their children on Christmas morning. This gives to the parents the gift of some 
self-respect and self-esteem. The poor are part of Christ’s Body. You presented gifts indeed 
to the Christ Child. God Bess You. 

Prayers & Gratitude, 

Father Orlando Reyes, OFM. Cap. 

http://www.faithandsafety.org
mailto:paroses@comcast.net


YOUTH PROTECTION AUDIT AND ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer announces the successful completion of the 2014-2015 Youth 
Protection Audit. This annual audit evaluates the compliance of the Diocese of Harrisburg with the United 

States Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People and with our own diocesan 

Policy for the Protection of Children and Young People. 

Our participation in this audit, conducted by Stonebridge Business Partners, demonstrates the ongoing 
commitment of the Diocese in protecting children and youth from sexual abuse by clergy, employees and 

volunteers in the Church. 

In light of our ongoing commitment for this protection, the following announcement is being made in all parishes of the 

Diocese of Harrisburg: 

If anyone in this parish has been or is being hurt by the sexual misconduct of any priest, deacon, religious brother or sister, 
seminarian, employee, or volunteer of the Catholic Church, the Diocese of Harrisburg would like to know about such abuse, 
so we can help the victim in his or her healing process and, if necessary, remove the offender from all public ministry. 
To make such a report, the person should call the toll-free Pennsylvania Child Abuse Hotline at 1-800-932-0313.  To contact 
the Diocese, the person should also call the diocesan toll-free Hotline at 1-800-626-1608 or email 

ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org.  Cards with the reporting information will be available after Mass.  

The tragic issue of the sexual abuse of minors affects every part of society and every profession.  The Diocese of Harrisburg 

pledges zero tolerance for any abuse in ministry or employment no matter how long ago such abuse may have occurred. 

Any questions or requests for more information may be addressed by email to: YouthProtection@hbgdiocese.org. Thank 
you for your kind attention to this matter, and may God continue to bless all of us as we strive to keep our children, youth 

and most vulnerable adults protected.  

In Christ, 

 
Bishop Ronald W. Gainer 

mailto:ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org
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