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February 28, 2016 – 3rd Sunday of Lent 
 
 

There is a story of how King Frederick II, an Eighteenth Century King of Prussia, was 
visiting a prison in Berlin. He was going from inmate to inmate, and every one of them 
was trying to prove how they had been unjustly imprisoned. They all proclaimed their 
innocence, except one. That one prisoner was sitting quietly in a corner, while all the rest 
protested their innocence. Seeing him sitting there, oblivious to everything else that was 
going on, the King walked over to him and said, "Son, why are you in here?" He said, 
"Armed robbery, your Honor," The King said, "Are you guilty?" He said, "Sire, I am 
guilty, and I deserve to be here." The King then gave an order to the guard and said, 
"Release this guilty man. I do not want this man corrupting all these other innocent 
people."  (Tony K.) 

Today the world seem to have lost the sense of sin. There seem to be a justification for 
every wrong done and a cry of innocence for every guilt.  It is out of such a world that 
Jesus is calling us today, to introspection into the areas of our lives that are sinful, and to 
cry out to Him with a repentant heart, “Lord forgive me, I am a sinner.” 

Today’s Gospel gives us two examples of shocking disasters that occurred in Christ’s 
lifetime. The slaughter of the Galileans by Pilate is recorded only by Luke. The Jewish 
historian Josephus reports how Pilate disrupted a religious gathering of Samaritans on 
Mt. Gerizim with the slaughter of the participants.  On another occasion, Pilate killed 
many Galilean Jews who protested when he appropriated money from the Temple 
treasury to build an aqueduct in Jerusalem in order to obtain a better water supply for 
pilgrims.  The second incident is what appears to have been an accident related to the 
renovation work on the control tower of the water supply scheme at Siloam, in which 
eighteen people died.  These two incidents are brought up because the Jews of Jesus’ 
time presumed that those who were killed were being punished by God for their sins. 
Jesus corrects their notion and asserts that what really destroys life is our 
unwillingness to repent and change our lives. Jesus says, “Unless you repent, you 
will perish as they did.”   

We know and have experienced tragic events randomly, either in our own lives or in the 
lives of others.  In many tragedies, the innocents suffer and are victimized.  For example, 
a tornado that destroys a nightclub also destroys a church.  An earthquake or tsunami 
kills the saints as well as the sinners in the affected area. Drunk drivers kill innocent 
people. Religious fanatics, terrorists and suicide bombers cause the untimely deaths of 
good as well as of bad people.  Violent people, with or without provocation, injure their 
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loved ones.  Only a few of us will have a burning-bush experience like Moses, but all of us 
have struggled to understand why tragedy seems to befall innocent people. What we 
need is to trust in Divine mercy, believing that God is with us and God is on our side, 
even in those situations we cannot explain.  Jesus' life is the clearest evidence that a 
person's suffering is not proof of that person's sin.  While sin can lead to tragedy, not 
every tragedy is the result of sin. 

The parable of the fig tree reminds us of the patience of God. God is willing to give sinners 
chance after chance to reform their lives and to seek reconciliation.  Even when sinners 
waste or refuse those chances, God, in His mercy, allows still more opportunities for them 
to repent. God affords sinners whatever graces they need to leave their sinful ways 
behind and return to God’s love and embrace.  Divine grace is expressed as justice with 

compassion, and judgment with mercy.  But the caution is, one cannot continue to draw 
strength and sustenance from God without producing fruit. (One cannot continue to be 
in sin, and expect to produce good fruits.) God does not tolerate this type of “spiritual 
barrenness.” Although God’s love for us is constant and consistent, He will not save 
us without our cooperation.  That is why He invites us during Lent to repent of our sins 
and to renew our lives by producing the fruits of love, compassion, forgiveness, and 
faithful service. 

Though God's salvation is always available to all, only those willing to change their 
core lives ever notice it.  Repentance is the first step in our redemption and Lent is an 
ideal time "to dig around and manure" the tree of our life so that it may bring forth fruits 
of repentance, reconciliation, forgiveness, and sensitivity to the feelings of others. The 
time of Lent is an opportunity for us to turn from sin and return to our Heavenly Father’s 
love.   

Paul exhorts each of us to be faithful and not to presume that membership in the Christian 
community automatically saves us. All of us need to make a decision that changes the 
direction of our life.   

Therefore, whoever thinks he is standing secure should take care lest he fall." 


