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Mention mathematics and physics to most people and they’ll either look back with a 
blank expression, or they’ll grimace.  However, mathematics and physics have their  
humor to them.  For instance, we might ask: 
 
• Why is a physics book always unhappy? Because it has lots of problems.  
• Or, how many physicists does it take to change a light bulb? Two: one to hold the bulb 
and the other to rotate the universe. 
• Or, why can't you trust atoms? Because they make up everything. 
• Or, the story that is told of the Higgs Boson who walked into church late.  When the 
usher stopped him, the boson said, “You have to let me in; you can’t have Mass without 
me!” 
 
Now, some problems in mathematics and science are simple: 1 + 1 = 2 
 
Divine physics, however, defies simplicity.  In the sacrament of marriage, 1 + 1 = 1.  Only 
God can make that happen. In the Holy Trinity, 1 + 1+ 1 = 1.  No mathematician can 
solve that puzzle.  
 
Recently I heard a conversation between two physicists.  One asked the other if he would 
agree that physics hold the ultimate answers to life, the universe, and everything.  The 
other did not agree, but responded that physics was no more than a route, a path, 
toward the ultimate answers.  It was not the destination in itself. 
 
In the beginning of his letter to the Romans, Saint Paul notes that pagans of old 
worshipped the things of nature but failed to see the God who had created those things. 
They stopped just short of recognizing God’s wisdom in the very things they worshipped 
as divine.   
 
There is an old saying in Asian philosophy that a wise man points to the moon but the 
fool sees only the finger pointing.   
 
That modern science is able to learn more of the universe than in past generations, it is 
by the plan and wisdom of God that it happens.  In promising the guidance of the Divine 
in our learning, Jesus told His disciples that He had much more to teach us, but that we 
could not bear to take it all in at once.  Jesus may not have been speaking explicitly of 
physics, but God’s wisdom and plan is evident even in scientific discovery.  
 
God created the human mind to wonder and explore, curiosity ever prompting us to see 
what lies beyond the next hill, across the sea, beyond the sky, and within the atom.  God 
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created us with an inquisitiveness and passion to learn.  And He created the universe in 
a way that we could discover its wonders, a layer at a time, such that our hunger to learn 
may never be fully slaked, but that we could always pierce the next discovery and move 
onward to see more and gather more facts, and follow more clues.  In this is God’s 
wisdom: that in human beings come together the desire and the capacity to learn; and 
that the universe was designed for us to explore. 
 
Fiction is replete with stories of travelers from the past, who like Rip van Winkle find 
themselves in the future, and who are overwhelmed with the discoveries of science since 
their own generation.  “It’s all too much to take in,” the travelers often remark, echoing 
what Jesus Himself told us.  Yes, God has much to show us in the wonderful universe He 
created for us, but in our discoveries may we never lose sight of the giver of the gifts — 
the One who has given us a universe able to be uncovered and a mind able to uncover it.   
 
It may take two physicists to change a light bulb, but only one God to create the science 
behind it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


