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The R.C.I.A. is Like Falling in Love 
RCIA is an acronym for Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults which is the process by 
which the Catholic Church initiates new 
members.  This process was developed in 
the early centuries of the Church when 
Greek was a common language of the 
people.  Over fifty years ago the Second 
Vatican Council restored this process 
which still uses many of the original terms.   

The R.C.I.A. process  is similar to courtship 
and marriage.  When two people meet for 
the first time, there is usually an initial 
period of getting to know each other.  If 
they decide they want to pursue a deeper 
relationship, a courtship follows. This is a 
period when they not only learn more 
about each other but they get to know 
each other’s families. In time, they may 
choose to marry and enter the period of 
time called the engagement which is an 
intense period of preparation, not only for 
the wedding but, more importantly, for 
the marriage.  The wedding marks the end 
of the courtship and the beginning of their 
married life. The honeymoon, following 
the wedding, is a special period of bonding 
and intimacy for the couple.  There is a 

realization in our culture that the first year 
of married life is filled with adjustment 
and change.  During this first year, couples 
are called newlyweds. 

Similar periods make up the R.C.I.A.  At 
first there is an initial period, Inquiry or 
the Precatechumenate, when people first 
become aware of God’s presence and 
God’s call to possible membership in the 
Catholic Church.  If they decide they want 
to pursue this, they enter a period called 
the Catechumenate. This becomes a time 
when they come to know Jesus, perhaps 
in a deeper way, perhaps for the first time.  
It also becomes a time when they get to 
know the family of Jesus – his Church.  In 
particular, they come to know the parish 
community they are joining and the parish 
community learns to know them.  In time, 
they may choose to become fully initiated  
so they enter a period called Purification 
and Enlightenment; this period always 
coincides with Lent.  It is an intense period 
of preparation, not only for the Initiation 
Saraments, but for their life as members 
of the Catholic community.    Celebrations 
of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist at 

the Easter Vigil mark the end of initiation 
and the beginning of their new life in the 
Church. Mystagogy, which follows the 
celebration of the Sacraments of Initiation 
and occurs during the 50 Days of Easter, is 
a special period of intimacy and grace for 
the newly initiated.  There is a realization 
in our Church that the first year of being in 
full communion with the Catholic faith  
community is filled with adjustment and 
change.  During this first year, the newly 
initiated are called neophytes.  

Just as newly married couples bring new 
life to their families and communities, so 
too the newly initiated bring new life to 
the Church and their parish community.  
Just as every family member is involved in 
welcoming the newly married couple into 
its midst, so too should every member of 
the parish community be involved in the 
welcome of new members into our midst. 

 

Who belongs in the R.C.I.A.? 
 

 The R.C.I.A. process is for those who . . .  
 
*  are unbaptized and wish to celebrate the   
    sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation,  
    and Eucharist; 

 
*  are baptized in other Christian faiths  
    and wish full sacramental membership  
    in the Catholic Church; 
 
*  are baptized adult Catholics and wish to  
    complete their initiation through the 
    sacraments of Confirmation and/or the 
    Eucharist; 
 
*  have a close relationship with a Catholic  
    loved one, neighbor or co-worker and    
    are not sure if the Catholic Church is for  
    them -- but want to find out; 

 
*  are looking for a faith community and   
    are especially searching to know the  
    presence of God in their lives. 

How do I learn more? 

If you would like more information, fill out and detach the following.  Return it to the 
Church office or place it in the collection basket during Mass. 
 
  _____  I am interested in learning more about the Catholic Church. 

  _____  I know someone interested in the Catholic Church. 

 
Name   _____________________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________________ 

E-mail _____________________________________________________ 

Phone   (home)  _______________________________________________ 

   (cell)    ______________________________________________ 

Best time to call: _______________________________________ 
 

OR, call Barb Bettwy at 717-545-1535 for more information 


