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Sounds Greek To Me 

If  words like catechumenate and  mystagogy 
sound Greek to you, it’s because they are!  
The process of initiating new members was 
developed in the early centuries of the 
Church when Greek was a common language 
of the people.  When the Church restored 
this process, it chose to  use many of the 
original terms.   Some R.C.I.A. terms include: 
 

R.C.I.A.: Acronym for “Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults” which is the English 
translation of the official text of the Church, 
Ordo initiationis christianae adultorum.  

Inquiry or Precatechumenate: First period 
of the R.C.I.A. which is the introduction into 
the Christian way of life in the tradition of 
the Catholic faith. 

Inquirers:  Those who participate in the 
precatechumenate of a parish.  These folks 
are “inquiring” about the Church. 

Catechumenate:  Second period of the 
R.C.I.A. which involves intense preparation 
in  word,  worship,  apostolic works, and  
community life. 

Catechumen:  One who is not baptized and 
is preparing for full initiation in the Church. 

Candidate:  One who is already baptized 
and who is preparing to be received into the 
full communion of the Catholic Church. 

Purification and Enlightenment:  Third 
period of the R.C.I.A. which coincides with 
the Lenten season.  It is the final period of 
preparation for initiation at the Easter Vigil. 

Elect:  The name given to catechumens who 
celebrate the Rite of Election on the First 
Sunday of Lent signifying their being chosen 
for the sacraments of initiation which are 
Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist 

Mystagogy:  Final period of the R.C.I.A. 
which lasts from Easter to Pentecost; and 
also includes the first year of a person’s 
membership in the Catholic Church. 

Neophyte:  One who is newly initiated into 
the Church. The term comes from the Greek 
word meaning “new plant,” as in a new 
sprout on the branch of a tree. 

How do I learn more? 

    If you would like more information, fill out and detach the following.  Return it to the  

    Church office or place it in the collection basket during Mass. 
 

    _____  I am interested in possible membership in the Catholic Church. 

    _____  I know someone interested in the Catholic Church. 
  

   Name   _____________________________________________________ 

   Address_____________________________________________________ 

   E-mail______________________________________________________ 

   Phone   (home)  _______________________________________________ 

      (cell)    ______________________________________________ 

   Best time to call: _______________________________________ 

   Or, call Barb Bettwy at 717-545-1535 for more information 

 

The Five Pillars of the R.C.I.A. 

Why Be Catholic? 

 

Catholic authors, Richard Rohr OFM and Joseph Martos, list “Eight Good Reasons for 
Being Catholic” in an article for Catholic Update.  Here are their reasons: 
 

1. An optimistic view of creation: Catholics see God shining through all of creation 
so Catholics are very comfortable using elements of creation—water, fire, oil, bread, 
wine, human touch—in the Church’s sacramental celebrations. 

2. A universal vision:  The word “catholic” means “universal.”  The Catholic Church 
is multinational, multicultural, and multiracial in its universal vision. 

3. A holistic outlook: Catholics believe that everyone is called to achieve their fullest 
potential, to be a truly whole and holy person, and this requires true conversion.  

4. Personal growth: Catholics, therefore. see life as a constant process of continuous 
conversion to become more like Christ; a journey of faith open to God’s grace. 

5. Social transformation:  Catholics believe that society itself must be transformed so 
that all people are set free to live as children of God. 

6. A communal spirit: From the earliest days of the Church, the Christian way of life 
was communitarian.  Saint Paul called each community a “body of Christ.” 

7. A profound sense of history:  The Church is over 2000 years old.  From this 
unique perspective of history, Catholic have learned that the gospel can be lived in 
any place, at any time, under any condition. 

8. A respect for human knowledge: Catholics believe that if they are firmly grounded 
in their faith, that faith is not threatened by the search for scientific knowledge.  
Catholics know that all truth comes from God, whether it is revealed or discovered. 

 

Liturgy:     how the community worships 
 

Scripture:  the stories of God’s people 
 

Doctrine:   what Catholics believe 
 

Prayer:        how we communicate with God 
 

Mission:     how we live out what we believe 


