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November 13: The Rite of Acceptance and the Rite of Welcoming 

Reflection Questions 
 The “Dismissal” of R.C.I.A. Candidates 

On Sunday, November 13, Saint Elizabeth 

Ann Seton Parish will celebrate the Rite of 

Acceptance and the Rite of Welcoming at 

the 9:00 Mass.  The Rite of Acceptance into 

the Order of Catechumens is for persons 

who have never been baptized.  The Rite of 

Welcoming is for those persons who have 

been baptized in another faith tradition.  

This year there is one person who will be 

received as a catechumen and one person 

who is a candidate for full reception into the 

Catholic Church.  Often both groups are 

simply referred to as “candidates.” 

 

These rites mark the transition from the 

more informal inquiry period to the more 

formal catechetical period which is called 

the Catechumenate.  At this point in the 

process catechumens and candidates are 

given parish sponsors who will companion 

them on the journey through the rest of the 

process. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are three main parts of these rites.  

The first part occurs at the doors of the 

church where the candidates are welcomed 

by the Pastor and the Church community.  

Their sponsors will then lead them into the 

church where they will be signed with the 

cross.  The candidates will be invited to sit 

with the assembly  and participate in the 

Liturgy of the Word.    Finally, after the 

homily, the Pastor presents the candidates 

with the Book of the Gospels and dismisses 

them to reflect more deeply on God’s Word. 

 

Following the 9:00 Mass parishioners are 

invited to meet the candidates in Minneti 

Hall and welcome them into our parish 

faith community.  It should be remem-

bered that none of the candidates have made 

a firm decision to become a member of the 

Catholic Church.  They will continue to 

learn more about the faith and discern that 

decision in the months ahead. 

Our word “Mass” comes from the Latin word, missa, which is translated as “sending” 

or “dismissal.”  At the end of the Mass we are sent forth, dismissed, to proclaim the 

Good News to the world: “Go, the Mass is ended.”  There are actually other dismissals 

during the Mass.  Often, the children are dismissed before the Liturgy of the Word to go 

and hear the Scripture readings at their level of comprehension.  After Communion, the 

Eucharistic Ministers are dismissed to take Communion to the sick and the homebound.  

And after the  Liturgy of the Word, the RCIA candidates are dismissed to reflect more 

deeply on God’s Word that has just been proclaimed. 

 

 

 

Do you remember when you first heard 

God’s call? Was it through a person or a 

significant event?  What were you called 

to do?  Who helped you? 
 

What important commitments have you 

made?  How did you symbolize making 

that commitment?  Who supported you in 

making it? 
 

Think of all the ways the cross touches 

you — in the sign of the cross, in the 

crosses you wear, in the crosses in your 

home.  What does the cross mean to you? 

 
We welcome with great joy: 

 

Catechumen: 

Douglas Campbell  
sponsored by  

Mel Lee 
 
 

Candidate: 

Mary Ziriax 
sponsored by  

Mimi Thompson 

It is important to remember that candidates 

are not being “kicked out” of Mass.  Since 

they are not yet in full communion with the 

Catholic Church, they are unable to receive 

the Eucharist.  Instead, they are invited to 

continue to be nourished by the Word of 

God. When they are dismissed from the 

Eucharistic assembly, they meet together 

with a catechist to reflect on that Sunday’s 

readings.  When Mass is over, they gather 

with their sponsors and the RCIA team for 

the catechetical session when various topics 

of Church teaching are presented.  These 

catechetical sessions reflect the readings for 

that particular Sunday.  The Church refers 

to this  process as Liturgical Catechesis. 

Joined to the Church, the catechumens 

are now part of the household of Christ, 

since the Church nourishes them with 

the Word  of God. (RCIA 47) 


