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An interview with Stephen P. Stringer 

 Steve Stringer’s organ playing, you 

can thank  symphonic rock groups 

like . . . Pink Floyd . . . Genesis . . . Yes . . . King Crimson . . .  

and Steve’s father. 

“I caught that bug from rock music. When I was growing up, my 

dad introduced me to a lot of the 1970s’ progressive rock bands. I 

would watch these videos and would see these musicians who 

were completely surrounded by all these keyboards. 

“I started thinking to myself, ‘That’s amazing. They have all these 

different sounds. And they can put their hand on one keyboard 

and make a certain sound, and then put their hand on another 

keyboard and make a certain sound,’ and that was much 

different than the pianobecause you just have a piano sound. 

So I got interested in synthesizers first. 

“I guess that’s why I gravitated when I had the chance to play an 

organ. You kind of get the same feeling. You can have a soft 
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keyboard on the organ, then you can have a loud keyboard 

and not have to worry about changing anything. So I think 

the dynamic of sound is what drew me to the instrument. 

“Bach called it the King of Instruments, and it is. It’s 

definitely the loudest instrument in the world—that we 

know of. It can be the loudest; I’m sure some parishioners 

here think it’s the loudest because of my playing. It’s a 

great big instrument—and grand.” 

While progressive rock was the first attractor, it was 

Steve’s early experience in churches that offered a vision of 

a life and career in music. 

“My first job was playing the organ in church in sixth 

grade. Other kids were working bagging groceries, and I 

was able to make a nice living for myself through high 

school by doing what I loved. And that to me was the 

awakening: ‘Oh my gosh, I actually get to do what I love 

and make money doing it.’ I think at that point there was 

no going back.” 

In sixth grade, he also joined the Archdiocesan Boy Choir 

of Philadelphia, for which he later become the 

accompanist. Just being around all the sacred music

“learning about texts, learning about Latin and foreign 

languages, and learning how to mean what you sing”

taught him about the importance of music in worship.  

“Through the Boy Choir alone, I was able to go to some of 

the most holy places in the world. I’ve been to Fatima 

three times. I’ve been to Rome and sung for Pope John 

Paul II. I’ve been to Spain, I’ve been to Ireland; I had 

amazing chances to see the Church from a different view. 

Not like going to church every Sunday at your local parish, 

and then that’s it, but getting to see why it’s the universal 

Catholic Church. Everybody does it the same way, and 

we’re united. That was a big thing for me, especially at an 

impressionable age in high school, just to see that. 

“It’s very normal for us to struggle with faith, especially at 

that time period, but to have that perspective that not 

many people get to see, that’s kind of what drew me closer 

as opposed to pushing me further away. So I guess I just 

wanted to be in church more.” 

Early on, Steve says he saw church music primarily as a 

learning toolfor music theory, for solo playing, for 

accompanying choirs, and for becoming a better musician. 

“Later, as I got older and started to study Bach a little 

more, I became infatuated with the fact that he was able to 

write his little notes down in his Bibles –which we still 

have—and go into his music room and compose a cantata 

for the following weekend. He definitely wrote what he 

believed.” 

There’s a saying that singing is praying twice. “It really is,” 

Steve agrees. “Maybe three times.” 

He has a theory about why the relationship between 

worship and music is so important: “Music is the only 

thing you can do that incorporates your voice, your lungs, 

your brainyour whole body, reallyand focuses you to 

be totally there with God in that moment. 

“Music is so perfect; there are days when I feel that is 

God’s greatest gift to us, the harmony of music that allows 

us to unite as one voice and praise God in ways that we 



 

can’t do at home in front of the TV or in the shower or 

whatever. When it all comes together, it’s perfect. And 

even when it doesn’t come together, it’s still perfect. 

Because everybody plays their part.” 

One of Steve’s key concerns in his role here at Saint 

Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish has been to engage everyone in 

our church music—congregation, choir, soloists. 

“We profess that we’re one church, and if we only have 

certain members of the congregation singing certain songs, 

and other members of the congregation singing other 

songs, we don’t have one church, we have a bunch of 

different people in a room who happen to be in the same 

place on a Sunday morning. We don’t have unity. So music 

can definitely be divisive, and I tried my hardest to make 

sure it was inclusive of everybody. 

“You want to keep trying to allow people to participate and 

use their gifts and their talents. That’s when the worship 

comes up to another level, when people feel connected to 

what is going on in the Massor in any prayer service in 

any church, really.” 

And the connection between music and his personal faith? 

“Like anybody, I’m still searching. Maybe in another 30 

years, if you ask me this, I’ll have a different answera 

more erudite, scholarly answer. But if you’re a church 

musician, it’s important to hear God speaking through the 

music. It’s very easy to get caught up in the notes and the 

musicality of everything. It’s easy to forget God’s existence 

in a piece. And if you don’t find it enough, you burn out 

easily. You need to keep God as the focus of your music 

program, because there’s going to be wrong notes, there’s 

going to be wrong rhythms, there’s going to be bad singing, 

there’s going to be out-of-tune instruments. But everything 

seems to come together in powerful ways once you put the 

God equation into it. 

“It’s also one of the coolest teaching tools, too. I can say to 

my choir, ‘Do you mean this? Do you mean what you’re 

singing? Do you believe that, when I die, I’m going to walk 

through a dark valley, but I’m not afraid because God’s 

with me? And then I tell them, ‘Sing it like you really 

believe it.’ And all of a sudden, everything fixes itself.” 

Steve is also delighting in the musical life of his young 

son, Ryan. 

“He’s in a Music in Motion class, which is great for him. 

The biggest thing you can do with young kids is to let them 

experience music and let them hear different types of 

music. He bangs on thingshe has rhythm. He also sings. 

I love to hear him sing. My favorite time is when he’s 

settling himself down for bed. He lays in his bed for maybe 

like an hour before he goes to sleep, just singing and 

playing. He makes up songs about me and about his 

mom—putting together songs we sing with him all the 

time. He’s only two, so his vocabulary is limited. But I’m 

excited to see where all that goes.” 

Dear Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish Family, 

I have served as Director of Music Ministries and Parish Organist for 

almost six years and it has been an absolute joy to lead your music. 

During that time, Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton has also allowed me to 

flourish both spiritually and musically, and for that I am forever grateful. 

I love this church and will never forget the encouragement, love, 

generosity, support and friendship that this parish family has afforded 

me. I have accepted a teaching position in higher education at Catawba 

College in Salisbury, North Carolina, and am relocating with my family. 

My last day at StEAS will be Friday, June 9. I thank God for the time that 

he has allowed for me to be a part of this family and I will miss you all. 

It’s not “goodbye”—it’s “see you later.” 

With all our love,  

Steve, Erin & Ryan Stringer 



IN YOUR CHARITY, please pray for the repose of  the 

souls of Lois Averill,  mother of parishioner William 

Averill; and  Mary Ellen Glessner, mother-in-law of 

parishioner LuAnne Glessner. 

6:00 pm 
 

Parish Softball Team, PPC at 828 Old 
Forge Rd., New Cumberland 

  

7:30 am 
6:00 pm 
7:00 pm 

Gospel Reflection 
Zumba® Fitness 
Knights of Columbus (rosary 6:20) 

  

9:30 am 
7:00 pm 
 
 

Faith Matters Morning 
Faith Matters Evening Special Series: 
     Fundamentals of the Catholic Faith, 
     with Monsignor King 

  

6:00 pm 
7:00 pm 

Zumba® Toning 
Life in the Spirit (rosary 6:30 pm) 

  

5:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Teen End-of-School BBQ 
Teen Open Gym 

  

6:30 pm Trail Life 
  

11:00 am 
6:00 pm 
6:00 pm 
7:00 pm 
8:00 pm 

Baptisms during Mass 
Kids Open Gym and Legos™ Club 
Let’s Play Cards! 
14+ Basketball 
14+ Floor Hockey 

this week at StEAS 

MON Tb 1:3; 2:1a-8; Ps 112:1b-2, 3b-4, 5-6; Mk 12:1-12 

TUE  Tb 2:9-14; Ps 112:1-2, 7-8, 9; Mk 12:13-17 

WED  Tb 3:1-11a, 16-17a; Ps 25:2-3, 4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9; Mk 12:18-27  

THU  Tb 6:10-11; 7:1bcde, 9-17; 8:4-9a; Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5; Mk 12:28-34  

FRI  Tb 11:5-17; Ps 146:1b-2, 6c-7, 8-9a, 9bc-10; Mk 12:35-37  

SAT  Tb 12:1, 5-15, 20; Tb 13:2, 6efgh, 7, 8; Mk 12:38-44  

SUN  Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9; Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55; 2 Cor 13:11-13; Jn 3:16-18  

SATURDAY JUNE 3 

VIGIL, PENTECOST 

5:00 pm Don Wargo 

SUNDAY JUNE 4 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 

7:30 am Jenison and Cavanaugh Families 

9:00 am People of the Parish 

 11:00 am Tyler Mangus 

MONDAY JUNE 5 

MEMORIAL OF SAINT BONIFACE, BISHOP AND MARTYR 

 No Mass 

TUESDAY  JUNE 6 

TUESDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

6:45 am Morning Prayer 

7:00 am Philip Mistretta IV  

WEDNESDAY JUNE 7 

WEDNESDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

8:30 am Rosary 

9:00 am Dr. Robert Lambert  

THURSDAY JUNE 8 

THURSDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

6:45 am Morning Prayer 

7:00 am Georgianna Sincavage 

FRIDAY JUNE 9 

FRIDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

8:30 am Rosary 

9:00 am Carmela Gitto 

SATURDAY JUNE 10 

3:00 pm Confessions 

VIGIL, THE SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY 

5:00 pm Henry Aschenbrenner 

SUNDAY JUNE 11 

THE SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY 

7:30 am Betty Sands 

9:00 am People of the Parish 

 11:00 am Sgt. Robert Moritz 

MON 

BABY BOTTLES are available in Connections Corner 

for our annual collection for Morning Star Pregnancy 

Center. Please fill your bottle with loose change, or a 

check made out to Morning Star Pregnancy Center, 

and return by Father's Day, June 18. Thank you for 

supporting mothers and their babies in the 

Harrisburg area. 

THE COMMUNITY of Saint Elizabeth Ann 

Seton Parish welcomes, through the sacrament 

of Baptism, Emmalyn Faith Denny. 

BAPTISMS normally take place on the 2nd and the 4th 

Sundays of each month.  On the 2nd Sunday, baptisms are 

celebrated during the 11 am Mass in the church with the 

congregation.  On the 4th Sunday, baptisms are celebrated 

immediately after the 11 am Mass in the Divine Mercy Chapel. 

To learn more about scheduling baptisms, contact Patty Wargo 

in the parish office pwargo@steas.net,717-697-2614. 

TUE 

WED 

THU 

FRI 

SAT 

SUN 



THIS FRIDAY AT 5:30! Yes, free food. Yes, bring friends. Before you start 

that summer job or head for vacation, let your parish feed you! Followed by 

Open Gym at 7. 

CATHOLIC COMMUNICATION COLLECTION (CCC) JUNE 18  CCC helps 

the Church spread the Gospel message through the media locally and 

nationally. Half of all donations collected in our diocese stay in our diocese 

to support local communications needs, such as radio and television 

programming and diocesan publications. CCC funds also support 

communications projects in developing nations in Africa, Latin America, and 

other areas where the Church is growing but lacks resources. 

MORNING FAITH MATTERS  JOIN US! On Wednesday, June 7, at 9:30 am 

in the Bayley Conference Room,  we continue our study program, Who Am I 

To Judge?, featuring Dr. Edward Sri. This week, we will see that many 

people are relativists not because they have used reason to compare 

classical, Catholic morality to moral relativism, but because relativism gives 

them a way to cope with the sin and brokenness of their own lives.  The 

alternative to relativism is the only real and true alternativeGod’s love, 

mercy, and compassion. Engaging moral relativism is all about showing 

people how much Jesus loves them.  He is “the way, and the truth, and the 

life” (John 14:6) for everyone, not just "for me."  Questions?  Contact Mel 

Lee, melmolee@reagan.com. 

FAITH MATTERS EVENING Monsignor King continues his special series on 

Fundamentals of the Catholic Faith: A Survey of Theology, Wednesday 

evenings at 7 pm in the Bayley Conference Room, through June 14. All are 

welcome for this in-depth presentation. Drop-ins welcome. Contact: Donna 

Nebistinsky, 717-697-6929, donna@steas.net. 

JUBILEE DAY OUTREACH  On Thursday, June 15,  Saint Elizabeth Ann 

Seton Parish will sponsor a booth at Jubilee Day, the largest one-day street 

fair on the east coast. The primary purpose of the booth is to be a means of 

evangelizing fair-goers through providing free Christian children's material 

and adult faith information from Saint Paul's Street Evangelism. The booth 

will be located in the 100th block of E. Main St, Mechanicsburg, between 

9 am and  7 pm. Any faithful Catholic is invited to help with booth activities 

(handing out material) anytime during the day. Just show up and help! 

Contact: Alex Bogdanoff, 817-304-3603. 

SPONSOR OF THE WEEK—We wish to thank THE PEPPERMILL RESTAURANT 
for sponsoring an ad in our weekly bulletin. 

 



 

FIAT DAYS, JULY 5-7, is a retreat for 

young Catholic women who want to 

learn more about consecrated life, to 

deepen their faith, and to better 

discern God’s call in their lives. Learn more at: 

www.hbgdiocese.org/event/fiat-days/ 

QUO VADIS DAYS, JUNE 25-28, is a 

time of recreation, fellowship, prayer, 

and discussions to help young men 

explore our Lord’s call in their lives. 

There will be priests, seminarians, and 

other young men gathered together for 

these days. Learn more at: 

www.hbgdiocese.org/event/quo-vadis-days/ 

MARRIAGE ANNULMENTS  

The Tribunal of the Diocese of 

Harrisburg will be giving two 

presentations within the 

diocese concerning marriage, 

divorce, and annulment 

according to Church teaching. These 

presentations will be helpful for divorced 

Catholics, those divorced who wish to marry 

Catholics, those parish leaders involved in the 

RCIA process and any others who may have a 

vested interest because of family or friends. 

June 6—Our Lady of the Visitation Parish, 

Shippensburg, 7 pm 

June 15 — St. Patrick Parish, Carlisle, 7 pm 

No prior registration is required. For further 

information, please call 717-657-4804, ext 304, 

or email tribunal@hbgdiocese.org. 

June 13, 2017 
 

WE ARE EXCITED TO TEAM UP with 

T.J. Rockwell’s Mechanicsburg, to raise 

money for Our Lady of Queenship 

Columbiettes. The proceeds from this 

fundraiser support service projects in 

our church and community. 

Please consider visiting T.J. Rockwell’s 

for lunch or dinner on Tuesday, June 

13,  anytime from 11 AM to 10 PM.  

Present this coupon 
when ordering/

paying 
Eat in or carry out! 

Rhino fries, onion rings, and burgers, 
oh my! 

Thank you, 

Our Lady of Queenship Columbiettes 

Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish 

TEACHERS NEEDED  The Diocese 

of Harrisburg is seeking dedicated 

Catholic educators for our Catholic 

Schools who are rooted in their 

faith and prepared to share the message of the 

gospel. Positions are available for September 2017 

from Pre—K through 12th grade. For more 

information contact the Diocese of Harrisburg, 

Secretariat for Education, 4800 Union Deposit 

Road, Harrisburg, PA 17111-3710, call 717-657-4804, 

or visit www.hbgdiocese.org. 


