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SAINT ELIZABETH ANN SETON PARISH 
310 HERTZLER ROAD, MECHANICSBURG PA. 17055 

June 25, 2017 –– 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Jeremiah 20:10–13 / Psalm 69 / Romans 5:12–15 / Matthew 10:26–33 
 

The Great Exchange 

 
Over a forty-year span I can still hear many different people who have said to me: “The 
Apostle Paul is so hard to understand!” Yet we believe the Holy Spirit inspired his words, 
and the Church affirms our need to hear them. This Romans text is one biblical passage 
where many would read it and say “Huh?” One of my passions for pastoral ministry is 
helping people better understand what God has chosen to give us in Scripture. It means 
we need to focus and think, but good things usually require a bit of work. 
 
Paul is giving the foundation for God’s act of justifying sinners. The whole story of the 
human race can be summed up in terms of what happened because of Adam, and what 
has happened and will yet happen because of Christ. In these verses there are both 
commonalities and contrasts between Adam and Christ. Christian faith is grounded in 
something that, having a humanity in common with Adam, Jesus did in specific contrast 
to something Adam did. 
 
Every person born into this world comes with an identity in Adam. It is an identity that 
brings with it alienation from God (guilt), a tendency to live for one’s self (commit sin), 
an inevitable curse (death) and a threat of God’s future wrath (eternal punishment). This 
identity makes us helpless and hopeless. But (3:21) God has chosen to provide another 
identity, in Christ––who is another, and last, Adam (1Cor 15:45)––so that all the hard 
things that we received from the first Adam can be undone and reversed in the last Adam: 
Jesus Christ. 
 
How did the sin of Adam effect everyone? Paul says that the trespass―the 
disobedience―of one man (Adam) brought God’s judgment (physical death and spiritual 
condemnation) to all Mankind. Somehow, all of humanity participated in what Adam 
did. St Augustine, the great theologian from the turn of the fifth century said that when 
Adam acted the whole race acted and when he was judged, the whole race was judged. 
 
This is the reason the Gospel is truly Good News. Something has been accomplished by 
Christ which is as universal in its effectiveness as was the sin of the first man. So, even as 
we are condemned on account of what Adam did, we can be justified because of what 
Christ did. Christ’s part is already done––he was sacrificed once for all (Heb 9:12). It’s 
like a free meal––the meal is already paid for, but (and this takes us to the aspect of our 
faith) unless a person goes and eats the benefit is lost. 
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The point here is the union of the race with Adam and the further union of the race with 
Christ and ratified in those who believe. It is like the law of gravity and the law of 
aerodynamics. Both are true all the time, with the law of gravity being the normative 
default (as is the law of sin), but able to be superseded by the law of aerodynamics. The 
law of gravity applies to all; the law of aerodynamics applies to those who are in aircraft. 
The disobedience of Adam marks all people; the obedience of Christ marks those who 
embrace the Second Adam. When we follow Jesus Christ we are lifted up from the 
bondage of sin so we can wing our way to heaven. And so, as Paul opens his letter to the 
Romans, the gospel is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes... 
(1:16). 
 
We do not have a choice not to be born in solidarity with Adam; we do have a choice to 
live in solidarity with Jesus Christ. When God first created Man, he wanted Adam’s 
“yes.” Instead he received Adam’s “no.” Now God offers a second chance through his 
Son, the second Adam, in order to remake us into a new creation. We do not have to keep 
our identity in Adam. Saying “yes” to God’s life in Christ is saying “no” to the legacy of 
sin in Adam, and in that “yes” there is the great exchange. 
 


