
 

Illuminated 

Manuscripts 

At-a-Glance 
 

• In the early Middle Ages, 

monks and nuns wrote books 

by hand, using paints made 

from various materials. 

• While black was used for the 

majority of the text, red was 

a very popular color for the 

first letter of a manuscript. 

• The red letter (specifically 

vermilion) was decorated 

with a wealth of other colors, 

patterns, and illustrations. 

Borders around the page 

were also used. This is 

known as “illumination.” 

• The tradition of using 

vermilion began with the 

Romans writing their laws in 

the same red color.  

About the 

Artists 
 

Thanks to parishioners 

Peggy Gaizauskas and 

Nadine Smith, the 

Children’s Chapel at Saint 

Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish 

now features an illuminated 

Gospel verse (Mark 10:14) 

painted directly on the 

wall. 
 

As an iconographer, each 

time Peggy begins to paint 

an image of Jesus, she 

prays that all who pray 

with the image will receive 

God's wisdom and grace. 
 

(Photo of illuminated text 
by parishioner Don Uvick)  

 



S 
aint Elizabeth Ann Seton 

Parish is known as family-

friendly, and children are not 

only welcomed but wanted. It is 

important for us as a parish to 

provide a setting that allows 

everyone—single or family, child or 

adult, and persons with disabilities—

to attend and participate in Mass. 

R 
enovations to our church 

include a beautiful new 

spaceMonsignor King 

sometimes refers to it as our 

"skybox"where children and 

parents can experience the presence 

of God. Our Children's Chapel is 

integrated into the church as a 

connected space, separated just 

enough to allow parents to relax a 

bit, focus on their own worship, and 

help their children learn how to 

attend Mass with reverence. 

A 
 special space such as the 

Children's Chapel calls for 

special artwork—and we are 

blessed by the gifts of iconographer 

Peggy Gaizauskas and calligrapher 

Nadine Smith—in a recently 

completed "illumination" on the 

back wall. 

I 
n the early Middle Ages when most 

manuscript illumination was the 

work of monks and nuns, most of 

the books produced were religious 

and were intended for use in 

churches and monasteries. A wide 

range of colors were available to 

them, made from minerals, clay, 

animals, insects, and vegetable 

matter. In the Children's Chapel, the 

artists used modern paint in 

traditional colors. 

T 
he holy Scripture in our 

Children's Chapel is written 

in a vermilion color 

(red-orange). Red, especially 

crimson and vermilion, was the color 

most widely used (other than black 

for the general text) by the monks. 

The tradition of using red on 

manuscripts began with the Romans, 

whose ordinances or laws were 

called rubrics (Latin: rubrica, 

meaning 'red ochre' or vermilion) 

because they were written in 

vermilion red. The practice was 

carried over into the Christian 

Church—having special directions, 

rules, and orders written in red. In 

manuscripts, the first letter often was 

red. It is not too much of an 

exaggeration to say that the whole 

art of illumination began with the 

desire to decorate those red letters. 

O 
ur new 

painting in the 

Children's 

Chapel shows the 

illuminated letter "L." 

Jesus is sitting on a 

throne, blessing the 

children. The fingers of 

His blessing hand form the Greek 

letters, IC XC, which is an 

abbreviation telling us that He is 

Jesus Christ. He is dressed in blue 

and red; the blue symbolizes His 

Heavenly nature and the red 

symbolizes His humanity. The child 

sitting on his lap is holding a scroll: 

the Word of God. The child is 

wearing white for purity and green 

for hope. The throne appears to grow 

larger as it recedes into the distance, 

symbolizing that the throne of the 

Holy One, upon which sits a 

descendant of King David, goes into 

infinity. The gold on the painting is 

actual 23K gold and symbolizes the 

uncreated light of God. 

S 
ince this particular quotation 

of Jesus is often used in the 

liturgy of baptism for children, 

the artists mixed into the paint water 

taken from the Jordan River, the 

same river in which Jesus was 

baptized some 2,000 years ago. 


