
T 
he oldest written statement that we have concerning the Lord's Supper is in 1 Corinthians 11. Jesus gave 

a meal that points to himself. 

Of course, we know that Communion points to Jesus' death on our behalf. But it’s more. It is meant to 

bring us to ultimate reality. The Eucharist is a Heavenly Meal. The time of sharing Communion 

together is a time to call all of us―collectively―to the big and great thing that God has done and is 

doing through his Son: Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us.  

The whole plan and purpose of God―that goes back beyond the foundation of the world, that centered on Abraham, 

and expressed its redeeming power in the Exodus―comes to its full expression in Jesus Christ. We are in solidarity with 

all the people and events we read in the Old Testament when we come to Communion.  

And not only that—we have our hopes fixed on God's continuing work. At the Last Supper, Jesus said his next meal 

with his disciples would not take place until the kingdom of God comes (Lk 22:18). That became the focus of hope for 

the early Christian believers. So Paul says: Whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's 

death until he comes (11:26). 

Christians are a people “in between”―suspended in this old world that is passing away. So 

Jesus has given us this special, tangible way to enter into what God has already done, what 

he's going to do, and the fact that he is with us all the way.  

One day we will sit at meal with Jesus in the glory of his kingdom in all its fulfillment We 

are part of the people of the promised age to come. The Eucharist is our celebration that the 

risen Jesus and his kingdom are with us even now. 

(Deacon David L. Hall, DMin, BSCD) 



Eucharistic Devotions 

2017 Schedule 
 

Sunday, September 10 
 Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament after 11 am Mass 
 Adoration through the day 
 7 pm  Homily and Evening 

Prayer with Very Reverend 

Michael K. Jones, STD 
 Adoration through the night 
 

Monday, September 11 
 9 am Mass 

 Adoration through the day 
 7 pm  Homily and Evening 

Prayer with Very Reverend 

Michael K. Jones, STD 
 Adoration through the night 
 

Tuesday, September 12 
 7 am Mass 

 Adoration through the day 
 7 pm  Solemn Closing with 

Very Reverend Michael K. 

Jones, STD, and priests of the 

diocese. 

Eucharistic Devotions 
(Forty Hours) 

 

Throughout the Diocese of 

Harrisburg, the Forty Hours 

devotions are days of blessing to 

a parish. Let them be a blessing 

to you as well. 

 

The prayers during this three-

day period focus on the Real 

Presence of the Lord Jesus in 

our midst, in the sacrament of 

His Sacred Body and Precious 

Blood. 

 

Most parishes bring in guest 

homilists for the Evening Prayer 

services, enriching the faithful 

with fresh perspectives on 

Christ in our midst. And the 

opportunity to spend time in 

silent prayer before our Lord in 

the Blessed Sacrament—

throughout the day or night—

offers a rich communion with 

the One who is our hope and 

life. 

 

Forty Hours ends with a Solemn 

Closing, attended with 

reverence by the parish faithful, 

other priests in the diocese, and 

especially by those who serve on 

the altar during Mass: Altar 

Servers, Lectors, and 

Extraordinary Ministers of 

Holy Communion.  


