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The Hebrew word ha šatan is used 110 times in the Bible.  It comes to us in English as satan. In Hebrew it 
always uses the definite article, “the” satan, because the word is not a name but a job description, a title. 
 
The job it describes is legal, from a courtroom:  a skilled cross-examiner, who is trying to confuse.  
Indeed, the only power satan has is to confuse us, to bring us to forget the most important things about 
who we are. 
 
• To forget our true relationship with God, as with the very first temptation to forget: to Adam and Eve,   
“You will be like God.” In their confusion, they forgot, they already were created in the image and likeness 
of God.  
 
• To forget that, because of our true relationship with God we are loved beyond what we consider 
possible. 
In the garden Adam and Eve hid from god, yet God still came through the garden, wanting to be with 
them. 
 
• To forget that, because we are loved beyond what we consider possible we can trust god’s love for 
everything we need.  In the temptation of Jesus in the desert, satan exploited the hungers of the human 
heart: “Turn these stones into bread,” and “Throw yourself from the temple parapet.”  
 
• To forget that, because we can trust god’s love for everything we need we can do what is right at every 
step of life.   
 
Sin makes us small – it focuses on our smallness: our small wants, our small desires and passions, a small 
world we construct around ourselves.  Grace connects us to God’s majesty in the vast universe.  It 
enlarges us, teaches us to have an outsized hope.  Sin arises from small thoughts and ambitions – me! me! 
– but grace opens our visions to vast horizons, all touched with the grandeur of God.  
 
Do precisely what ha šatan wants you not to do: never forget who you are: 
 
• You are a child of god, created in God’s image and likeness. 
 
• You are loved beyond what you consider possible, because of who you are. 
 
• You can trust god’s love for everything you need, because you are loved beyond what you consider 
possible 
 
• You can do what is right at every step of life, because you can trust in God for everything you need. 
 
To forget these Truths makes you smaller than you truly are.   
 


