
I trust you are well and, again, thank you for listening to my remarks last 

weekend. 

I also trust that you have started your prayerful reflection on the next steps 

in your journey of spiritual growth. This week, I offer some sources and 

content that may help you in your reflection. 

Earlier this week, we celebrated the Feast of Saint Matthew. Here are the 

opening lines from the Gospel reading: 

As Jesus passed by, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at 

the customs post. He said to him, "Follow me." And he got up 

and followed him. 

In what way is Christ calling you to follow him? What do you need to get up 

and follow as Matthew did? 

Spend some time with the full Gospel of Matthew, especially the Sermon on 

the Mount, where you will find the Beatitudes. I highly recommend you 

listen to Bishop Robert Barron’s homily on the Beatitudes from January 

2005: 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/ 

homily/the-beatitudes-a-spiritual-program/658/ 

(over) 

https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/the-beatitudes-a-spiritual-program/658/
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/the-beatitudes-a-spiritual-program/658/


There are also these words from Saint Ignatius Loyola: 

There are very few who realize what God would make of 

them if they abandoned themselves entirely to His hands, 

and let themselves be formed by His grace. Many people 

do not understand that they could become saints, if they 

would let themselves be formed by the grace of God. 

If you are blessed in having a spiritual director or ongoing relationship with a 

confessor, take some time and explore what you need and your next steps with 

him or her. 

Finally, the four ways to share your responses will be in place on October 1. 

That’s next weekend. Even before we’ve formally opened registration, one 

parishioner has already signed up for one of the workshops. I am praying that 

after next weekend, many more of you will join a workshop or interview. 

As a reminder, here are the two essential questions we need you to answer: 

The first question looks inward to you as a disciple—What do you need to 

embrace the Catholic faith more deeply and practice it more fully? 

• How can the parish support your embrace and practice of the Catholic 

faith? 

• How can the parish be a more meaningful part of your life? 

• What should the parish “be” for you, your family, and others in the 

congregation? 

The second question looks outward to both our parish and the communities in 

which we live—What do you need to more effectively reflect the meaning 

of Catholic Christianity in your community? 

• How can the parish support you in reflecting the meaning of Catholic 

Christianity in your community? 

• How can the parish be a more meaningful presence in your community? 

• How can the parish support you in living the Faith in a society that grows 

more distant from God and religious practice? 

If you have any questions or concerns, and when you are ready to share your 

next steps, please contact me at pastoralplan@steas.net. 

Be well and at peace. 

—Tim Danko 

coordinator, Pastoral Plan 

mailto:pastoralplan@steas.net

