
 

Have  you ever thought about the teachings of the 

Church and wondered, “What if we are 

wrong?”  Have you ever worried about what’s going to happen 

when you die, or wondered what happens to people who 

don’t know about Jesus? What about people (like most all of 

us) who daily fail to do the right thing, or even knowingly 

choose to continue in our besetting sins? Do you wonder what 

happens to people who walk away from the life of faith?  Do 

you ever have fears, for yourself and for others, regarding life 

after death? 

Rest assured that if you grapple with these issues, you are not 

alone. These are questions all Christians face. And the 

answers are not easy or simple.  In fact, sometimes the 

teachings about what happens after death can be downright 

frightening! 

Saint Paul tells us to work out our salvation with fear and 

trembling (Phil. 2:12). Jesus tells us to “…be perfect even as 

your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matthew 5:48). The Church 

Fathers caution us not to be overconfident in our salvation, 

reminding us that we will all be judged for our choices in this 

life. And not everyone will spend eternity in heaven. 

I was troubled about these things myself. Not because my 

own faith waivered, but because when some people about 

whom I care deeply were afraid, I could not give what I felt 

was a good answer for the hope I have inside (1 Peter 3:15).
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8:00 am 
6:30 pm 

No CCD 
Agape Homeschool 
Turkey Tourneys for 6th—8th Graders 

  

7:30 am 
9:00 am 
5:30 pm 
6:00 pm 
6:30 pm 
6:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Gospel Reflection Groups 
That Man Is You! 
Columbiettes/First Degree 
Zumba® Fitness 
Trail Life 
American Heritage Girls 
RCIA 

  

9:30 am 
7:00 pm 
8:30 pm 

Faith Matters Morning 
Faith Matters Evening 
Adult Open Gym 

  

6:00 pm 
7:00 pm 
7:00 pm 
7:00 pm 

Zumba® Toning 
Life in the Spirit (rosary 6:30) 
Living Waters 
Choir Rehearsal 

  

 
All day 
4:00 pm 

First Friday Devotions after Masses 
Eucharistic Adoration 
Benediction 

  

 
 
 
 
6:30 am 

ADVENT GIVING TREE DEADLINE 
Knights of Columbus Wreaths Pick-up 
Columbiettes Ornament Sales 
NEW HOPE FOOD BANK COLLECTION 
That Man Is You! 

  

 

ADVENT GIVING TREE DEADLINE 
  (before 9 am Mass) 
Knights of Columbus Wreaths Pick-up 
Columbiettes Ornament Sales 
NEW HOPE FOOD BANK COLLECTION 
Coffee & Donuts after 9:00 am Mass 

CCD 
8:45 am to 10 am—Grade 1 
9:00 am to 10 am—3-year-olds to K 
10:30 am to 11:45 am—Grades 2-4 
10:30 am to noon—Grades 5—8/Edge 

10:30 am 
12:15 pm 
4:30 pm 
6:00 pm 
6:00 pm 
7:00 pm 
8:00 pm 

SpiritSword 
Children’s Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 
Advent Service of Lessons & Carols 
Kids Open Gym and Legos™ Club 
Let’s Play Cards! 
14+ Basketball 
14+ Floor Hockey 

this week at StEAS 

  THU  Rom 10:9-18; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11; Mt 4:18-22 

MON Dn 1:1-6, 8-20; Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56; Lk 21:1-4 FRI  Dn 7:2-14; Dn 3:75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81; Lk 21:29-33 

TUE  Dn 2:31-45; Dn 3:57, 58, 59, 60, 61; Lk 21:5-11 SAT  Dn 7:15-27; Dn 3:82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87; Lk 21:34-36 

WED  
Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28; Dn 3:62, 63, 64, 65, 
66, 67; Lk 21:12-19 

SUN  
Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7; Ps 80: 2-3, 15-16, 18-19; 
1 Cor 1:3-9; Mk 13:33-37 

MON 

27 

TUE 

28 

THU 

30 

WED 

29 

SUN 

3 

SAT 

2 

FRI 

1 

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 25 

VIGIL, THE SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST,  

5:00 pm Thomas and Rosalyn Green 

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 26 

THE SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, 

7:30 am People of the Parish 

9:00 am Thomas and Rosalyn Green 

*11:00 am Graziella Maria Rita Serradella 

MONDAY NOVEMBER 27 

MONDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 NO MASS 

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 28 

TUESDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

6:45 am Morning Prayer 

7:00 am  Intentions and health of Alan Boyer 

WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 29 

WEDNESDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

8:30 am Rosary 

9:00 am All Souls Intentions 

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 30 

FEAST OF SAINT ANDREW, APOSTLE 

8:30 am Morning Prayer 

9:00 am All Souls Intentions 

FRIDAY DECEMBER 1 

FRIDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

6:45 am Morning Prayer 

7:00 am Frances Scherrer 

8:30 am Rosary 

9:00 am Babies of Abortion 

4:00 pm Benediction and Reposition 

SATURDAY DECEMBER 2 

3:00 pm Confessions 

VIGIL, FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

5:00 pm People of the Parish 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 3 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

7:30 am Graden W. Barber 

*9:00 am Stella Yanno 

11:00 am Louis and Mary Giansante 

*
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(continued from cover) 

You see,  on our own we have no hope. None of us 

deserves heaven. All have sinned and fallen 

short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). We sin publicly, and in 

our hearts. Jesus says that “it is easier for a camel to go through 

the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 

God” (Matthew 19:24). Scary!!! 

Except for this: The other night, as I sat in Mass, I was reminded 

that the Church proclaims Jesus as our reason to hope—a hope 

that is illuminated throughout the liturgy. During the Creed we 

say, “We look forward to the Resurrection of the Dead and the Life 

of the World to come.” We say, “Lord God, lamb of God, Son of 

the Father—you take away the sins of the world. Have mercy on 

us!” We pray with confidence the words Jesus taught in the Our 

Father. Over and over again in the Mass, we hear of His love, His 

grace, His forgiveness and His mercy. 

Do we all have reason to be separated from God? Yes! But Jesus 

came to bridge that gap. He paid the price so that we could be 

brought back to God. Not for a few, but for many. Does this mean 

that we can take it for granted? No. Does it mean that we should 

glibly expect everyone to be saved by the sacrifice Jesus offered 

of Himself? No. But we can rest in the hope of the mercy of God 

manifested through Jesus Christ. And we can know that anyone 

who is in heaven someday will only be there because of what 

Jesus did on the Cross. But how much faith is enough? How much 

grace is given because of the obstacles to faith that we have 

faced? Only God knows. 

Only God sees the heart. Only God can judge the heart of a 

person and their actions. Our job as Catholics is to live faithfully 

to what we have already received. In the Eucharist, we should ask 

God to make us ever more into the likeness of Christ, so that 

other people are drawn through us to the one who guides our 

life. We can know that He is the only answer to the hope we have 

inside. 

When he became Pope, John Paul II’s first words to the world were 

“Fear not, little flock.” These words stand true today. Fear not. 

Even in the face of tragedy or affliction. For where we do not 

understand, know that God will one day reveal everything to each 

of us. 

All we need to know now is Jesus Christ.  

—Elizabeth Smith 

D U R I N G  T H E  M O N T H  O F  N O V E M B E R ,  

w e  h a v e  b e e n  l o o k i n g  a t  h o w  w e  w i l l  

b e  j u d g e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t i m e .  T h e  

S o l e m n i t y  o f  C h r i s t  t h e  K i n g  a n d  t h e  

i m m i n e n t  s e a s o n  o f  A d v e n t  s e r v e  a s  a  

d r e s s  r e h e a r s a l  f o r  w e l c o m i n g  J e s u s  

a t  H i s  t r i u m p h a n t  r e t u r n  a n d  t h e  d a y  

o f  j u d g m e n t .  T r u s t i n g  i n  t h e  m e r c y  o f  

G o d ,  d u r i n g  e a c h  M a s s  w e  p r a y  t h a t  

o u r  s a c r i f i c e s  “ m a y  b e  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  

G o d  t h e  A l m i g h t y  F a t h e r . ”  W e  l i v e  

t h i s  p r a y e r  b y  p e r f o r m i n g  t h e  w o r k s  

o f  m e r c y ,  j o i n i n g  o u r  s a c r i f i c e s  t o  

t h a t  o f  J e s u s ,  s o  t h a t  w e  m a y  b e  

r e a d y  t o  m e e t  h i m — j o y f u l l y — w h e n  

H e  c o m e s  a g a i n .  

PARISHIONER ELIZABETH SMITH is Associate Director 

of Catholic Campus Ministry at Gettysburg College, and a 

contributing writer for Seton Sunday. 



SPIRITSWORD On December 3, we continue our video series Reasons to 

Believe, featuring Dr. Scott Hahn and Mike Aquilina. This presentation is 

titled Institution of the Kingdom. When we hear the story of the Last 

Supper, we tend to think about the Institution of the Eucharist. But Jesus 

established much more with that meal. He sealed a covenant, He 

commissioned a hierarchy, and He inaugurated a Kingdom that would last 

forever. Join us as we discuss the Gospel of Luke. Contacts: Amy Rogers, 

amycdid@yahoo.com; Chris and Denny Rowe, fx77fxe@gmail.com. 

ADVENT BOOKLETS are available at the back of the church. Suggested 

donation is $1. Watch the parish website, www.steas.net and our Facebook 

page, www.facebook.com/StEASMechanicsburg, for some special Advent 

resources from our own parish! 

FAITH MATTERS MORNING JOIN US!  On Wednesday, November 29, at 

9:30 am in the Bayley Room, we resume our study of The Gospel of John. In 

the segment Feast of Tabernacles, Teaching, and the Messiah, we will 

examine how publicity, notoriety, and "making a great noise in the world” can 

become a great idol of false worship, causing untold humiliation and 

degradation. We’ll delve into the teachings of the Church about how works of 

the world can become evil, and how God, mysteriously, knows how to make 

good out of our messes. Finally, we’ll look again at Christ's teachings on moral 

judgement and conscience formation, and how they stem directly from loving 

the truth, loving the knowledge of our Creator, and spurning arrogance and 

appearances. Contact: Mel Lee, melmolee@reagan.com. 

REMINDER! You ordered wreaths and other Advent and Christmas greens 

from our Knights of Columbus, so be sure to pick them up next weekend, 

December 2 and 3, after all Masses in Menniti Hall. (You can get hand-

decorated ornaments from the Columbiettes, too.) Please make checks 

payable to St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish. Thank you for your orders! 

FAITH MATTERS EVENING We’re up to Revelation Chapters 11 & 12 this 

week. Two great signs appear in the heavens—a woman clothed with the sun 

and a crown of twelve stars, and a huge red dragon with seven heads and ten 

horns. Don’t run for the latest thriller to figure it all out—come and hear what 

the Bible is really telling the Church! Drop-ins welcome. We meet on 

Wednesday, November 29, at 7 pm in the Bayley Room. Contacts: Deacon 

David L. Hall, 717-471-3388, deaconhall@steas.net, or Donna Nebistinsky, 

717-697-6929, donna@steas.net. 

LIGHT A CANDLE OR TWO! The Advent Wreath Lighting sign-up poster is 

available in the narthex. Create a memorable moment in your Advent journey 

by signing up to light the wreath with family or friends during one of the 

weekend Masses. 

THIS IS IT! If you have not yet responded to our two questions about growing 

and living your faith in our parish, you have until November 30. Respond 

online at pastoralplan.steas.net, or pick up a paper survey at Connections 

Corner. Prefer a conversation? Contact Tim, pastoralplan@steas.net.  

SPONSOR OF THE WEEK 
We wish to thank WESTY BEER DISTRIBUTOR, INC. 

for sponsoring an ad in our weekly bulletin. 
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STILL TIME TO TAKE A TAG OR TWO from 

our Giving Tree in Menniti Hall and fulfill a 

Christmas wish! 

REMEMBER THE DEADLINE! Before the 9 

am Mass on December 3. 

• Sign out your tag in the appropriate color-

coded folder by putting your name and 

phone # in the field next to the Tag # 

selected. 

• Return UNWRAPPED gift(s) in a gift bag 

or cellophane bag with the tag securely 

attached. Return gift cards with the tag 

securely attached and place in the Gift 

Card return box. 

• Deadline: Please return all gifts to the 

Giving Tree (during weekend Masses 

only) or to the parish office during office 

hours Monday through Friday, 8:30am-

3:30pm—but no later than Sunday, 

December 3, prior to 9 am Mass to allow 

time for sorting and delivery. 

• Suggested gift value is $25. 

• Questions or lost tags?  Please call Tracy 

at the office, 717-697-2614. 

Thank you for your continued support and 

generosity! 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

Registration continues this weekend, with 

the first rehearsal on December 3. More 

information will be available concerning 

practices on the registration forms. 

Volunteers are needed and welcomed in 

helping with practices and the pageant. Child 

musicians are also needed. Please direct 

questions to Valerie Rodgers, 717-571-9901. 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 3, 4:30-5:30PM 

SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 

Spend some time together as we pray the Office of 

Readings from the Church's Liturgy of the Hours. 

The addition of carol singing and musical interludes 

will be the perfect way to begin the reflective season 

of Advent. Afterwards, make plans to stay and join 

other parish family members for Let's Play Cards, 

Open Gym and Lego Club which all begin at 6 pm. 
 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 10,  4:30-7 PM 

SETON FAMILY CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Learn about Christmas traditions from a variety of 

places around the world. We'll begin in the church 

with a special program and visit from Saint Nicholas. 

Then we'll head off together to Menniti Hall for food, 

crafts, games, and the arrival of another special 

visitor! Sign up in Menniti Hall or online at 

http://bit.ly/SetonFamilyChristmasSignUp 

Want to volunteer? Go to: 

http://bit.ly/SetonFamilyChristmasVolunteers 
 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 17, 4:30 - 5:30 PM 

SETON FAMILY CONCERT 

Something new this year, and a wonderful way to 

spend time together! Come enjoy the musical 

talents of fellow parishioners, and join in some 

congregational singing. If you would like to perform, 

contact our Music Director Scott Crowne, 

scrowne@steas.net, or talk with him after Mass. 

Join in praying the Chaplet of Divine Mercy before 

the concert from 3 to 4 pm, and stay afterwards for 

Let's Play Cards, Open Gym and Lego™ Club which 

all begin at 6 pm. 



TRINITY HIGH SCHOOL 

INFORMATION & EARLY 

REGISTRATION NIGHTS:  Tuesday 

December 12; Wednesday, January 

17; and Thursday, February 8. School tours begin at 6 

pm,  presentation and registration at 7. Contact: 

Devon Ban, 717-761-1116, x202 , dban@thsrocks.us.  

CHRISTMAS MEMORIAL OFFERINGS of $10.00 or more are being accepted for 

poinsettias to adorn the altar for Christmas. Names will be published in the bulletin 

during the Christmas season. Please make checks payable to 

ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON PARISH. 

 

In Memory of:     

 

Requested by:     
 

(Drop off form in the Parish Office or hand in to Welcome Desk staff on Sundays.) 

ARE YOU READY TO MAKE A 

DIFFERENCE? YOU and cookies 

can help supply over 2.6 million 

meals to starving people in Haiti! 

In 2 weeks we will have an 

extraordinary opportunity to help 

provide at least (#of trays 

delivered X 375) meals for starving children in Haiti… 

and it’s as simple as buying cookie trays. We are 

joining The Cookie Sale to Combat World Hunger in 

their sales effort this year, and cookie trays will be 

available to purchase the weekend of December 9-10 

after all services! The cookie trays are only $15 each, 

and all of that money goes to Cross International’s 

school meal programs in Haiti. The purchase of 1 tray 

allows 375 meals to be provided to children in Haiti. 

This is often the only meal they will receive that day, 

so their parents make sure that they get to school. 

The Cookie Sale to Combat World Hunger is in its 

20th year of selling cookie trays and 100% of the 

proceeds from the sale supports Cross International’s 

Haiti School Feeding Program. Last year the sales 

efforts fed over 2.6 million people in Haiti. Here’s how 

we help: Buy a gift tray! It’s that simple to feed 375 

school age children. There are 8 each of chocolate 

chip, sugar, and peanut butter cookies in the 

attractive gift trays that make excellent gifts. The 

proceeds from 1 gift tray provides at least 375 meals! 

Contact: Donna Nebistinsky, donna@steas.net. 

ADVENT COMMUNAL PENANCE SERVICES 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3—7 PM 

Saint Patrick Parish, Carlisle 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5 —7 PM 

Army War College Chapel 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10—2 PM 

Saint Katherine Drexel Parish 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10—7 PM 

Saint Theresa Parish 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12—7 PM 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14—7 PM 

SAINT ELIZABETH ANN SETON PARISH 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17—2 PM 

Saint Joseph Parish 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20—7 PM 

Good Shepherd Parish 

ADVENT is the liturgical 

season to prepare our hearts 

for the Nativity of Jesus. On 

November 29 and December 

6, join others in the Trinity 

community for an evening of 

Advent prayer and reflection. Mr. John 

Cominsky, principal of Trinity High School, will 

speak on Saint Francis, Pope Francis, and the 

Joy of the Gospel. The Trinity Concert Choir 

and Strings Program will enrich our evening 

with music, and we will hold a raffle for a 

nativity set each evening during the 

refreshment social after the service. Each 

evening begins at 7 pm in the Trinity Chapel. 


