
Sunday, December 3

1 Corinthians 1:4-7 —  I give thanks to 
my God always on your account for 
the grace God bestowed on you in 
Christ Jesus, that in him you were 
enriched in every way, with all 
discourse and all knowledge, as the 
testimony to Christ was confirmed 
among you, so that you are not 
lacking in any spiritual gift as you 
wait for the revelation of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

Saint Paul tells us that God has bestowed upon each of us spiritual gifts. But just what are these gifts? How do we 
recognize them, much less put them to use? All baptized Christians have been given gifts from the Holy Spirit. These 
gifts allow us to be powerful channels of God's love and redeeming presence in the world. For many of us, they are 
already active parts of our own stories; part of who we are. They are gifts given to us for the sake of others, and it is only 
by saying yes to living out our faith that we begin to discern what they are and how we are to use them. Advent is the 
perfect time for each of us to say yes — yes to beginning to more deeply seek God's presence in our lives; yes to taking 
that first step on a personal journey toward living life as a disciple of Jesus Christ. By saying yes, you will be opening 
yourself to being used by the Holy Spirit. Just imagine what the Spirit could do here in our parish if we all said “yes” 

Go Deeper

The Church teaches us that holiness is not just for a privileged few, nor does it only pertain 
to Christians of the past. Holiness is a call to every Christian of every age, a challenge for 
anyone who wants to follow in the footsteps of Christ. As you consider your first steps – 
your “yes” to beginning the journey – consider listening to the audiobook, Holiness is 
Always in Season by Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI. Find it at  using the parish FORMED.org
account number 7fb766 for free access.

An Invitation

This afternoon at 4:30, we will be holding A Service of Lessons and Carols in the church. Come together in 
community as we pray the Office of Readings from the Church's Liturgy of the Hours. The addition of carol 
singing and musical interludes will be the perfect way to begin this reflective season of Advent. Perhaps this may be 
the first step on your personal journey - saying yes to daily scripture reading and prayer. As Saint Paul reminded us, 
“in him you were enriched in every way.” Allow God to enrich your spirit this afternoon, and imagine the 
possibilities once he does.

Reflection
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