
Friday, December 8

Luke 1:26-30   In the sixth month, 
the angel Gabriel was sent from God 
to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, 
to a virgin betrothed to a man named 
Joseph, of the house of David, and 
the virgin's name was Mary. And 
coming to her, he said, “Hail, favored 
one! The Lord is with you.”  But she 
was greatly troubled at what was said 
and pondered what sort of greeting 
this might be. Then the angel said to 
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favor with God.”

Hail, favored one! Hail, full of grace! Whichever translation of this greeting we use, this is the identity given to Mary by 
the angel Gabriel. He does not greet her with “Hail Mary, you are favored” but rather assigns her that special identity, 
the one given to her from God - full of grace, conceived without sin. The angel Gabriel appears to Mary, a poor Jewish 
girl, with a greeting she would not immediately understand. But, Mary freely and actively cooperated in a most unique 
way with God’s plan of salvation. Mary lived her whole life guided by faith in things she did not completely 
understand. And that is what God is calling us to do as well. Imagine what part you are being called to play in His plan. 
What extraordinary things might He accomplish through you?

Go Deeper

The doctrine of the Immaculate Conception was officially defined by Pope Pius IX in 1854. Download a pdf from the 
USCCB: http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year/advent/upload/twim-advent-immaculate-
conception.pdf or access the wonderful Marian resources for both adults and children available using our parish 
account at   (code 7fb766).FORMED.org

An Invitation

Did you know that the United States has been dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary under 
her title of the Immaculate Conception? She is our national patroness. The Basilica of the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington DC is the largest Catholic 
church in North America, and one of the ten largest churches in the world.  Only a two-
hour drive away, it makes a nice spiritual pilgrimage for you or your family, or for a parish 
organization, to visit the basilica (and while there, visit the Saint John Paul II Shrine only a 
block away). A virtual tour of the basilica is available from their website at 
www.nationalshrine.com
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