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To some who are not Catholic, one of the biggest misunderstandings about the Catholic faith is the Church's four 
Marian dogmas (that Mary is “theotokos,” or the mother of God; the Immaculate Conception; the Virgin Birth; the 
Assumption). For those who take the time to explore and reflect, it is clear that we believe these things about Mary 
because the Catholic Church takes the full divinity and humanity of Jesus so seriously. It's never about Mary (she's the 
one who said to the attendants at the wedding at Cana, “Do whatever he tells you”). Christian Faith is all about Jesus, 
and the only way the Son of God became Man was through the Virgin Mary!

Go Deeper

Do some research and prayer regarding the role of Mary in salvation history. In the Bible, from the Book of Genesis to 
the Book of Revelation there are references to her.  There are numerous books by Catholic authors such as Dr. Scott 
Hahn's book Hail, Holy Queen; the classic, True Devotion to Mary by Saint Louis de Montfort, or 33 Days to Morning Glory 
by Father Michael Gaitley. One book that addresses Protestant misunderstandings presents a dialogue between a 
convert priest and an Anglican minister: Mary: A Catholic-Evangelical Debate by Father Dwight Longenecker and David 
Gustafson. On a more scholarly level, look for the book Mary In the New Testament, which is an ecumenical study by 
Catholic and Protestant Bible scholars.

An Invitation

Spend some time today in prayer before the Tabernacle reflecting on the miracle of the Incarnation. Read the 
account of Mary's response to the angel at the Annunciation, in the Gospel of Luke.  On a lighter note, treat 
yourself to some Mexican food today in solidarity with our Latino Catholic sisters and brothers, who continue to 
derive faith, strength, and courage from the appearance of Mary to a peasant farmer at Guadalupe. 

Reflection

Tuesday, December 12

Luke 1:35 —  The Holy Spirit 
will come upon you, and 
the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you. 
Therefore the child to be 
born will be called holy, the 
Son of God.

The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe


	Page 10

