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From beginning to end, the Bible contains the history of those who looked beyond the violence and sin of their day to 
recognize God at work. Through it all, they returned to the quiet of their heart to be renewed in confidence, bolstered 
in peace, refreshed in hearing the whisper of God’s voice in the midst of the roaring uncertainty of the age. Even the 
smallest moment of deep prayer is a bit like peeking at the end of a good book, discovering that God – the author of life 
– has all the story lines figured out. Where is God in your day today? Let God’s whisper of peace and quiet promise of 
joy overpower the roar of anything else.   

Go Deeper

Saint  Ignatius of Loyola taught his followers a “prayer for finding God in all things.”  It’s a simple practice which 
allows us over time to recognize the presence and action of the Holy Spirit within and around us.  To learn more about 
this life-changing prayer, visit . While there are many ways www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-prayer/the-examen
of approaching this prayer, very simple practice is to invite the Lord to walk with you through your day, asking Him to 
show you the opportunities to love and be loved that you embraced, and the opportunities to love and be loved that 
you missed.

An Invitation

Our parish Penance Service is tonight at 7 in the church. Allow the healing embrace of infinite 
mercy and perfect love to reach into your soul and your life by joining fellow parishioners in this 
prayer and by making a sincere confession of your sins.  There will be numerous priests in our 
church, eager to extend God’s mercy, no matter how long it has been since you last confessed.  
Whatever has kept you from Confession in the past, surrender to God’s love tonight with a 
trusting, open heart.

Reflection

Thursday, December 14
Matthew 11:11-13: Jesus said to 
the crowds: "Amen, I say to 
you, among those born of 
women there has been none 
greater than John the 
Baptist; yet the least in the 
Kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he. From the days of 
John the Baptist until now, 
the Kingdom of heaven 
suffers violence, and the 
violent are taking it by 
force.” 
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