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Through the Old Testament prophet Isaiah we are given this Messianic picture. Jesus read these verses in the 
synagogue at Capernaum as he began his public ministry.  This sets the “tone” of all that Jesus said and did.  Jesus 
Christ is the fulfillment of God's purposes even before the foundations of the world were laid.  Jesus is the fulfillment 
of Old Testament promises that span hundreds of years.  Jesus, in turn, shows us who God is.  No wonder the theme at 
Mass this Sunday is Rejoice!  We are the recipients of something so big and wonderful that understanding takes a back 
seat to the simple emotion of joy.

Go Deeper

Find a quiet place where you can be alone/undisturbed for 15-20 minutes. Close your eyes. Let God take your  
imagination to the synagogue by the Sea of Galilee as Jesus stood up to read this part of Isaiah. Picture the power of his 
spoken words…. the joy that was in his voice as he presented to the people what God was doing… the amazement of 
hearing someone with authority and life... Close the time with a fresh realization — and recommitment — that Jesus is 
your Savior and Lord.

An Invitation

This afternoon at 4:30 in our church, we celebrate the joy of this Advent season with a 
Seton Family Concert.  Why not come at 3pm and pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet during a 
Holy Hour in the chapel, and then stay for the concert at 4:30.  Did you know that on the 
third Sunday of every month at 3pm we pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet during a Holy 
Hour with Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament? Make it a habit, or a family 
tradition, to pray this prayer with fellow parishioners in our own Divine Mercy Chapel 
every month.

Reflection

Sunday, December 17

Isaiah 61:1 —  The 
Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because 
the Lord has 
anointed me; he has 
sent me to bring glad 
tidings… 
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