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Luke 1:13-15 —  the angel said 
to him, "Do not be afraid, 
Zechariah, because your 
prayer has been heard. Your 
wife Elizabeth will bear you a 
son,and you shall name him 
John. And you will have joy 
and gladness, and many will 
rejoice at his birth, for he 
will be great in the sight of 
the Lord. 

The Bible tells us of three visits — three annunciations — made by the angel Gabriel to prepare for the birth of the 
Messiah.  The first was to Zechariah, during his priestly service in the Temple in Jerusalem.  Zechariah learned he 
would have a son, who would bring joy to him, to his wife Elizabeth, and to many others.  Gabriel then visited a young 
woman named Mary, to whom he brought the greatest and most mystifying news: she, a virgin, would bear the Son of 
God. Lastly, Gabriel spoke to Joseph, Mary’s fiancé, in a dream.  To each, Gabriel said, “Do not be afraid.”  Oh, to be 
sure, they were puzzled and anxious, and a bit concerned, and maybe even a little afraid.  God was in control of the 
situation, and only God could see the entire picture of Salvation.  Zechariah, Elizabeth, Mary, Joseph — each would 
learn something from the others when they spoke, but until then they each had only a part of the big picture.  Some 
people today think that they can be spiritual without being religious, which to them means they can be alone in their 
faith.  That’s not how God thinks, however.  God brings us together to share what His grace is accomplishing in our 
lives, and so to help each member of His Body to understand more of the big picture.  Being alone is not God’s plan.

Go Deeper

Read the four Gospels and consider how often Jesus chose to bring people together to share their experiences and to 
see God working in those moments. Look at how many times the big picture came together only when several 
individuals shared their experiences and perceptions. It happened at Jesus’ birth.  It happened at His resurrection.  It 
happened many times in between.  Then, read and reflect on the meaning of Church as presented by the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church, Article 9 (numbers 748-975).  Don’t have a copy of the Catechism? Pick one up from the bookcases 
in the narthex of the church: everything there is free (but if you want to leave a little offering, that’s okay too).

An Invitation

Stop by the Welcome Desk at church some Sunday morning between Masses and ask about the numerous 
opportunities to be part of a small group activity in the parish.  We have small groups for prayer, for study, for 
learning, for support, for ministry — .for you
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