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Thursday, December 21

Zephaniah 3:14, 17-18a —  Shout for joy, 
O daughter Zion! Sing joyfully, O Israel! 
Be glad and exult with all your heart, O 
daughter Jerusalem! The Lord, your God, 
is in your midst, a mighty savior; He will 
rejoice over you with gladness, and renew 
you in his love, He will sing joyfully 
because of you, as one sings at festivals.

What a lovely thought is presented in this reading – God singing. And not just singing, but singing joyfully because of 
us! His song is born of pure joy, an emotion that springs from deep inside the heart. Just as a parent might cradle a 
child, singing out of love, we might imagine our loving God doing the same; gently holding us in his loving arms, gazing 
on us with tears of joy welling in his eyes as he sings. Imagine how beautiful his voice would be. As we draw ever closer to 
Christmas, take time to quiet yourself and listen for the love song He is singing over you today. Then, sing joyfully to 
him in return, and imagine his joy!

Go Deeper

“The joy of the gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter Jesus. Those who 
accept his offer of salvation are set free from sin, sorrow, inner emptiness and 
loneliness. With Christ joy is constantly born anew.” Read more from The Joy of the 
Gospel (Evangelii Gaudium) – an Apostolic Exhortation from Pope Francis. You can 
access the entire document and much more from the website of The Holy See  
http://w2.vatican.va/content/vatican/en.html. Start the habit of visiting the Vatican 
website to read more of what Pope Francis and other popes have written: don’t get your 
news about the Church from the secular channels — they never get it right!

An Invitation

Log on to your account at FORMED [Don’t have an account yet? You can create one free at  using our  Formed.org
parish code 7fb766] and listen to the JoyToons with your children. Sing together with joy as your family makes final 
preparations for Christmas, and most especially with our parish family during Mass!  Or, take a “walk with Jesus”: 
go for stroll, seemingly “alone”, but with the conscious intention of knowing that Jesus has come to walk with you. 
Talk with him about…. whatever.  Know that Jesus is in your midst!  As you walk, take a look around and see Our 
Heavenly Father laughing and dancing over you because you are enjoying His creation.

Reflection
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