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This year, the Fourth Sunday of Advent is also Christmas Eve. For weeks, we have been preparing for this celebration - 
cleaning, decorating, baking, and shopping. But are we truly prepared to greet our Savior? Have we prepared our hearts 
to joyfully meet him when he comes again? Are we longing for a fulfillment that cannot be provided by the physical gifts 
of Christmas, but rather only by the spiritual gifts of peace, joy, and love? Prepare a way, even now, for the Lord to come 
to you, to enter your heart, to make straight the paths of your life. Imagine what He can do if you just open your heart, 
and allow him to enter in. Imagine the glory of the Lord revealed within you, then shared with others. This is what 
prepares us to experience the true joy of Christmas. All you need to do is invite him in.

Go Deeper

Search the four bookcases in our church narthex and find a CD to listen 
to in your car as you drive. One of the bookcases focuses on materials for 
children and youth. Make that a new habit, and listen to good Catholic 
speakers instead of yelling at the other drivers!  Everything in those 
bookcases are free (but if you want to leave an offering, it’s always 
welcome).  That’s one way we can help each other in our parish, feeding 
our faith and our souls.

An Invitation

Today we celebrate Mass for Sunday at our usual times 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00am.  We have two Masses for the Vigil of 
Christmas this evening at 4:30pm and 7:00pm, and Midnight Mass is at, well, Midnight, preceded by a half-hour of 
music from our wonderful choir and musicians. Mass on Christmas Day is at 10:00 in the morning. Bring a friend 
or neighbor with you to Mass.

Reflection

Sunday, December 24

Isaiah 40:3-5 —  A voice cries out: 
In the desert prepare the way of 
the Lord! Make straight in the 
wasteland a highway for our God! 
Every valley shall be filled in, 
every mountain and hill made 
low; The rugged land shall be 
made a plain, the rough country, 
a broad valley. Then the glory of 
the Lord shall be revealed, and all 
mankind shall see it together; for 
the mouth of the Lord has 
spoken.
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