
December 31, 2017 

“To celebrate Mary as Mother of God and our mother at the 

beginning of the new year means recalling a certainty that 

will accompany our days: we are a people with a Mother;  

we are not orphans.” 

—Pope Francis 
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this week at StEAS 

IN YOUR INTERCESSORY PRAYERS, please pray 

for the repose of the soul of Purvis Nettleton, 

brother of parishioner Ernie Nettleton. 

MON 

1 

TUE 

2 

THU 

4 

WED 

3 

SUN 

7 

SAT 

6 

FRI 

5 

 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
Parish/CCD Offices Closed 

  

7:30 am 
6:00 pm 
6:30 pm 
7:00 pm 
7:00 pm 

Gospel Reflection Groups 
Zumba® Fitness 
Trail Life 
Knights of Columbus (rosary 6:20) 
Spiritual Book Group 

  

9:30 am 
10:00 am 
8:30 pm 

Faith Matters Morning 
Messiah Lifeways Mass 
Adult Open Gym 

  

6:00 pm 
7:00 pm 
7:30 pm 

Zumba® Toning 
Living Waters 
Parish Pastoral Council 

  

 
 
4:00 pm 

First Friday Devotions 
Eucharistic Adoration 
Benediiction and Reposition 

  

 
6:30 am 

FOOD BANK COLLECTION 
That Man Is You! 

  

 FOOD BANK COLLECTION 

CCD 
8:45 am to 10 am—Grade 1 
9:00 am to 10 am—3-year-olds to K 
10:30 am to 11:45 am—Grades 2-4 
10:30 am to noon—Grades 5—8/Edge 

10:30 am 
6:00 pm 
6:00 pm 
7:00 pm 
8:00 pm 

SpiritSword 
Kids Open Gym and Legos™ Club 
Let’s Play Cards! 
14+ Basketball 
14+ Floor Hockey 

MON Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21 

TUE  1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; Jn 1:19-28 

WED  1 Jn 2:29—3:6; Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6; Jn 1:29-34 

THU  1 Jn 3:7-10; Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9; Jn 1:35-42 

FRI  1 Jn 3:11-21; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5; Jn 1:43-51 

SAT  1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20; Mk 1:7-11 

SUN  Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 

SATURDAY DECEMBER 30 

VIGIL, THE SIXTH DAY IN THE OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS 

5:00 pm Reverend Richard P. Waldron 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 31 

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH 

7:30 am People of the Parish 

*9:00 am Jeffrey Dunn 

11:00 am Sue Cirillo 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 31 

VIGIL, SOLEMNITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, 
THE MOTHER OF GOD 

5:00 pm Luca Joseph Falvo 

MONDAY JANUARY 1 

SOLEMNITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, 
THE MOTHER OF GOD 

10:00 am Vincent Murdocca 

TUESDAY JANUARY 2 

MEMORIAL OF SAINTS BASIL THE GREAT AND GREGORY 
NAZIANZEN, BISHOPS AND DOCTORS OF THE CHURCH 

6:45 am Morning Prayer 

7:00 am  Ron Humes 

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 3 

CHRISTMAS WEEKDAY 

8:30 am Rosary 

9:00 am Phyllis Hendenberg 

THURSDAY JANUARY 4 

MEMORIAL OF SAINT ELIZABETH ANN SETON, RELIGIOUS 

6:45 am Morning Prayer 

7:00 am Patricia Middendorf 

FRIDAY JANUARY 5 

MEMORIAL OF SAINT JOHN NEUMANN, BISHOP 

6:45 am 
7:00 am 

Morning Prayer 
Philip Brenner 

8:30 am 
9:00 am 
4:00 pm 

Rosary 
Don Gleichman 
Benediction and Reposition 

SATURDAY JANUARY 6 

3:00 pm Confessions 

VIGIL, THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

5:00 pm Dr. Robert Lambert 

SUNDAY JANUARY 7 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

7:30 am Joseph Lappano 

9:00 am People of the Parish 

*11:00 am Reverend Wallace Sawdy 

 

House blessings for The Epiphany 

of the Lord will be distributed 

next weekend. 



In  the Gospels, Mary appears as a woman of few words, 

with no great speeches or deeds, but with an attentive 

gaze capable of guarding the life and mission of her Son, 

and for this reason, of everything that He loves. She was able to 

watch over the beginnings of the first Christian community, and in 

this way she learned to be the mother of a multitude. She drew near 

to the most diverse situations in order to sow hope. She accompanied 

the crosses borne in the silence of her children’s hearts. How many 

devotions, shrines and chapels in the most far -off places, how many 

pictures in our homes, remind us of this great truth. Mary gave us a 

mother’s warmth, the warmth that shelters us amid troubles, the 

maternal warmth that keeps anything or anyone from extinguishing in 

the heart of the Church the revolution of tenderness inaugurated by 

her Son. Where there is a mother, there is tenderness. By her 

motherhood, Mary shows us that humility and tenderness are not 

virtues of the weak but of the strong. She teaches us that we do not 

have to mistreat others in order to feel important (cf. Evangelii 

Gaudium, 288). God’s holy people has always acknowledged and 

hailed her as the Holy Mother of God. 

To celebrate Mary as Mother of God and our mother at the beginning 

of the new year means recalling a certainty that will accompany our 

days: we are a people with a Mother; we are not orphans.  

Mothers are the strongest antidote to our individualistic and egotistic 

tendencies, to our lack of openness and our indifference. A society 

without mothers would not only be a cold society, but a society that 

has lost its heart, lost the “feel of home.” A society without mothers 

would be a merciless society, one that has room only for calculation 

and speculation. Because mothers, even at the worst times, are 

capable of testifying to tenderness, unconditional self -sacrifice and 

the strength of hope. I have learned much from those mothers whose 

children are in prison, or lying in hospital beds, or in bondage to 

drugs, yet, come cold or heat, rain or draught, never stop fighting for 

what is best for them. Or those mothers who in refugee camps, or 

even the midst of war, unfailingly embrace and support their 

children’s sufferings. Mothers who literally give their lives so that 

none of their children will perish. Where there is a mother, there is 

unity, there is belonging, belonging as children...  

Celebrating the feast of the Holy Mother of God makes us smile once 

more as we realize that we are a people, that we belong, that only 

within a community, within a family, can we as persons find the 

“climate”, the “warmth” that enables us to grow in humanity, and not 

merely as objects meant to “consume and be consumed.” To 

celebrate the feast of the Holy Mother of God reminds us that we are 

not interchangeable items of merchandise or information processors. 

We are children, we are family, we are God’s People.  

“Spiritual orphanhood 

makes us forget what it 

means to be children, 

grandchildren, parents, 

grandparents, friends and 

believers. 

It makes us forget the 

importance of playing, of 

singing, of a smile, of rest, of 

gratitude.” 

 

Read Pope Francis’ complete 

2017 homily for the Solemnity of 

Mary, Mother of God, at 

http://bit.ly/SolemnityOfMary 



THAT MAN IS YOU is back! This is a program that has a high approval rating 

from participants of all ages. Our guys say the most unexpected benefit has 

been the depth of friendship and support they have received from the other 

men in TMIY. The next sessions begin Saturday, January 6 (at 6:30 am) and 

Tuesday, January 9 (at 9 am). Contact: Dave Rose, paroses@comcast.net. 

TRIVIA NIGHT REGISTRATION DEADLINE JANUARY 5  Trivia Night itself is 

Saturday January  13 at 7 pm.  Pick up a registration form at Connections 

Corner, or visit www.steas.net/bulletin and download the insert from Seton 

Sunday. You need a team of 4 to 6 players; registration fee is $12 per person. 

There’s food and prizes; BYOB.  

HEY THERE—EDGE STUDENTS! Your online volunteer sign-up page for 

Trivia Night is at http://bit.ly/TriviaNightRunners 

SPIRITUAL BOOK GROUP—THE LIFE OF CHRIST  Widely proclaimed a 

classic work of Christian faith, this month’s read has been hailed as the most 

eloquent of  Bishop Fulton J. Sheen's many books. The discussion is Tuesday, 

January 2, at 7 pm in Room 10. Keep up with the group at www.steas.net/

spiritual-book-group/. Contact: Julie 717-580-8554. 

LUNCHEON & MOVIE FOR SENIORS—Our next luncheon is Thursday, 

January 11, at 11 am, with the film, The Shack. If you are planning to join us, 

please call Colleen, 717-766-2396, or Jeannie, 717-737-8600.  

FAITH MATTERS MORNING  JOIN US! On Wednesday, January 3, at 9:30 am 

in the Bayley Room, we continue our Scripture study of The Gospel of John 

with the segment, The Good Shepherd, and the Father and I are One. We’ll 

look closely at why sheep follow the shepherd, and also at the consequences 

of poor shepherding, rich in references to the Old Testament.  In this week’s 

segment of the fourth Gospel, we’ll also examine Hanukkah, and the 

Scripture story of a man named Judas Maccabeus. Contact: Mel Lee, 

melmolee@reagan.com. 

SPIRITSWORD  We resume class on January 7, continuing with the Reasons 

to Believe series by Dr. Scott Hahn and Mike Aquilina. We meet from 10:30 

am to noon in the Office Conference Room. Contacts: Chris and Denny Rowe, 

fx77fxe@gmail.com; Amy Rodgers, amycdid@yahoo.com. 

FAITH MATTERS EVENING Our own Deacon David L. Hall, DMin, BSCD, will 

continue his special, in-depth series on Revelation on Wednesday, January 10, 

at 7 pm. Join us for the final three sessions—it’s fine to drop in, even if you 

haven’t attended so far. You’ll benefit from the insights into this often 

misunderstood book of the Bible. Contact: Deacon David L. Hall, 717-471-

3388, deaconhall@steas.net. 

FIRST PENANCE PARENTS’ MEETING will be held on Monday, January 8 at 

6:45-7:45 pm in the Bayley Room. Attendance is mandatory for parents of 

students preparing to receive the Sacrament of Penance in February 2018.  

Each student must be represented by at least one parent. 

SPONSOR OF THE WEEK 
We wish to thank BAKER DOOR COMPANY 
for sponsoring an ad in our weekly bulletin. 
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WHAT IF you were following a plan for your 

money that you knew worked? With Dave 

Ramsey’s class Financial Peace University, you can 

take control of your money, get out of debt, and 

create a plan for your future. We will begin offering 

this program here starting Wednesday, January 17, 

at 7 pm. Registration is required, along with the 

purchase of class materials. Get started by using 

this link for our specific class: 

www.fpu.com/1055169. Childcare will be 

available for a limited number  at a cost of $5 per 

family each week. For more information, email 

coordinator Judy Cox, judycox@verizon.net or 

contact Donna in the parish office, 

donna@steas.net, 717-697-6929.  

SEASONS OF HOPE Each 

year, many families face 

the loss of loved ones, and 

immediately afterwards 

often experience an 

outpouring of caring and 

support. Seasons of Hope 

continues that caring spirit into the difficult and 

sometimes lengthy period that follows—when 

grief can overwhelm. Jesus Christ, working 

through His Church, is the source of all 

consolation. Join us for the Introductory Session 

on January 11 at 6:30pm in the Bayley Room. 

Contacts: Ernie Nettleton, 717-766-8806, 

enettletonjr@gmail.com, or Donna Nebistinsky, 

donna@steas.net, 717-697-6929. 

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION  

Adoration with Exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament begins following the 

9 am Mass on Friday, January 5, and 

ends with Benediction at 4 pm. Take 

this opportunity during the Christmas 

season to rejoice in the Promise—Jesus. 

ON BEHALF OF THE MUSIC MINISTRY at Saint 

Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, I hope your 

Christmas was joyous, blessed, and restful. We 

very much enjoyed serving the congregation this 

past weekend—great music for the season that 

was lovingly rehearsed in preparation for the 

Nativity of our Lord. I as director would like to 

thank the parishioners who helped this weekend: 

the StEAS Choir, our cantors (Laura Weiss, Paul 

Neel, Marissa Duggan, Kaitlin Bonner, Nina Cline, 

and Michelle Duggan), and our instrumentalists 

(John Creavey, Seth Smith, Jeff Conley, and Joe 

Nebistinsky). Also many thanks for the weekly 

preparation of our beautiful Mass Sheets by Patty 

Wargo and Sandy Oravec. And an additional 

thank you to Paul Neel who donated some 

wonderful equipment to the church and helped 

this very technologically challenged organist 

figure out the sound system! I look forward to 

continuing to serve the wonderful music ministry 

of this parish into the New Year.  Blessings!! 

—Scott Crowne 



45TH ANNUAL MARCH FOR LIFE The 45th 

Annual March for Life Rally will take place on 

January 19 in Washington, D.C. ,at noon on the 

National Mall, between Madison Drive and 

Jefferson Drive. Following the Rally, the March will 

begin on Constitution Avenue between 12th and 

14th Streets at approximately 1 pm. For 

information about buses to Washington, visit 

www.hbgdiocese.org/march-for-life/ 

 

MARCH FOR LIFE SOLIDARITY 

DAY Each year, our parish offers a 

special opportunity to unite with 

those who are attending the March 

in Washington. On January 19, the 

day begins here at 9 am with Mass, followed by 

breakfast, a movie, light lunch, viewing of 

speeches from the March, and Eucharistic 

Adoration and the recitation of the Rosary to close 

the day. For more information, or to register, 

please contact coordinator Pete Fludovich, 

redhorse50@aol.com, or Donna Nebistinsky, 717-

697-6929, donna@steas.net. 

 

THE ANNUAL RESPECT LIFE MASS will be 

celebrated Sunday, January 14, at 11:30 am at 

Good Shepherd Church, Camp Hill. This Mass is 

celebrated every year to commemorate the lives 

lost to abortion since 1973 and to pray for the 

building of a culture of life from conception to 

natural death. Those who are not able to attend 

the annual March for Life in Washington are 

especially encouraged to attend. Reverend Paul 

Schenck is celebrant and homilist. All are 

welcome! Contact: Respect Life Ministry, 717-657-

4804, ext. 317; KNeri@hbgdiocese.org.  

PASTA!  Plan to join us at the Annual StEAS Parish 

Spaghetti Dinner on Saturday, February 10, 2018, 

after the 5 pm Mass. All tickets are to be purchased 

after Masses beginning January 27-28 and, if 

available, February 3-4. Adults: $10; Children (12 

and under): $5; Children (5 and under): free. Those 

attending may bring wine or their favorite beverage. 

Tickets will be sold on a first-come, first-served 

basis; no pre-sales. 

EDGE STUDENTS! Volunteers are needed to help 

with the Spaghetti Dinner. There is a dress code, 

instructions for greeting diners and instructions for 

serving. Get the details and sign-up online at 

http://bit.ly/StEASSpaghetti 

OUR PARISH WILL BE 

SUPPORTING Souper Bowl 

Sunday on February 3 and 4. This 

event raises money for the Shelters 

run by Catholic Charities. We will 

have over 40 varieties of homemade soup available. 

We need soup makers. Individuals or groups can be 

our chefs!! Contact Tom Brenner for details, 717-576

-8139, TEB@Goldbergkatzman.com. 

 

AMERICAN HERITAGE GIRLS AND 
TRAIL LIFE would like to thank 
parishioners for their support of our 
pretzel sandwich sales. We depend 
on these sales to help cover our 
activities throughout the year. See 
our website, www.steas.net > 
Youth for contact information. 

PAID PART-TIME 

NURSERY/CHILD CARE 

COORDINATOR needed. 

Responsibilities include 

weekly preparation and coordinating volunteer 

workers in the operation of the Parish Nursery 

during the Sunday 9 am Mass. This position 

requires creativity, organization, and excellent 

personal communication skills. The ability to use 

computer based tools is necessary. Additional 

hours and duties may be available on Sunday and 

for other parish youth events. Must be 21 years of 

age or older. Please send interests to Tracy 

Kovaleski, tkovaleski@steas.net (preferred); or 

mail to Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, 310 

Hertzler Rd., Mechanicsburg, PA 17055; or call 

(717) 697-2614. See www.steas.net/job-openings 

for a complete job description. 


