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Hail, Holy Queen, Mother of Mercy,  

our life, our sweetness and our hope. 

To you do we cry, 

poor banished children of Eve.  

To you do we send up our sighs,  

mourning and weeping in this valley of tears. 

 

So, begins one of our favorite Marian prayers, one of the most beautiful prayers seeking the 
intercession of Mary. 

From His cross, Jesus gives us His Mother. He says, “Woman! Behold your son; Son, behold 
your Mother.”  From then on, the disciple John takes her into his home, and she becomes the 
Mother of all Christ’s brothers and sisters. 

She accepts the responsibility. And like a good mother, like our mothers, she watches over us, 
and protects us, and guides us, and moves us from our errant path through the eyes of needles. 

In honoring her today—on a Sunday of all days, as well—we not only celebrate what she has 
already obtained ... eternal life, body and soul, in the Kingdom of Heaven ... we celebrate for 
ourselves what is being prepared for us. Think about this: Everything that God gave to Her, He 
gives to us. She was prepared to accept His gifts and His life and His resurrection—so, too, are 
we. You and I are called to be sons and daughters of Our Lady, blazing trails and light through 
the valley in which we live, so that others may find Christ—just as she and Joseph pursued Him 
in that temple, and as so many others sought Him out for their healing.  

And for us, too. We all need that role model. We’ve talked about that a few times since I have 
come here—how important role models are in our faith journey, how important it is for us to 
reach out to others in prayer and openness to God’s will, to fulfill God’s plan. 

So, we seek her intercession. We want that answer from God and we call upon her. We even 
have a prayer that says, “We fly to you for your protection.” We are not even going to walk 
toward you; we are running to you for that answer. 

Think about ourselves: How many of us have faced difficult situations or we might be facing 
them right now? We are doing so with courage because we sought the intercession of our friends 



and family, we sought the intercession of the saints who have gone before us, we sought the 
intercession of Mary.  

Evil has not overcome us or overwhelmed us. Think about the times that we found the energy 
and the time to celebrate the gifts that God has given us—just at that moment when we were 
ready to sit down and give up. And we said that little prayer, and Mary took it to Her Son, and 
the Spirit filled us with zeal and compassion and energy.  

There are times that God has given to us where our faith has been nourished, our faith has been 
sustained, through her intercession. I think, in seeking Mary’s intercession, we celebrate lots of 
things. We can talk about them all day long. We can talk about parents who care for their 
children throughout the stages of life: as mothers and fathers who are up late at night for that 
newborn; as mothers and fathers who are running to bedrooms when children are ill. We can talk 
about the people in our lives who come to our relatives and friends when they are in their 
terminal days and waiting to die. We even ask her to be with us, “now, and at the hour of our 
death.” How many times have we have come to her when our family members, our friends, our 
children have left the solid foundation of their faith to follow the voices of the world, and we 
prayed for her to bring them back. How many times have we prayed for those who reject 
salvation that was freely given to us on the cross on Calvary. 

Seeking Mary’s intercession, we recall moments of forgiveness. We say to her, “Pray for us 
sinners.” We recognize our weakness. Pray for us, sinners. We need your help to reconcile with 
our enemies, to be friends once again with those who separated themselves from us, to forgive 
that spouse who was unfaithful, to bring together a community and our nation torn by war and 
conflict, to heal those who are battling addictions and depressions, those who lack self-
confidence, those whose lives are filled with jealousy and hatred. 

And it is through her intercession that those prayers are brought before the throne of God. It is 
through her intercession that we get those answers, so that we can fall on our knees and break 
bread together and give thanks to God in the Eucharist.  

We can come as she did and proclaim His greatness and allow our spirit to exult in the present of 
Jesus. It is we who can hold our heads high because we know that, while we are lowly in the 
eyes of others, God is always looking upon us and raising us to high places because He loves and 
respects us. 

Even in our failures, God is always doing great things for us. His mercy reaches out to us from 
age to age, and when it feels to most of us that the wild beasts of life are about to consume us – it 
is then that God protects us, and sends them away, empty-handed.  

And why? 

Because, just as for Mary, God for us has mercy and is always mindful of His Covenant and His 
unconditional love for those who serve Him. 

Hail, Holy Queen, Mother of Mercy,  

our life, our sweetness and our hope. 



To you do we cry, 

poor banished children of Eve.  

To you do we send up our sighs,  

mourning and weeping in this valley of tears. 

Turn then, most gracious advocate, 

your eyes of mercy toward us, 

and after this exile 

show unto us the blessed fruit of thy womb, 

Jesus. 

O clement, O loving,  

O sweet Virgin Mary. 

 

 

 

 


