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Two weeks ago, I had this Mass with you, and James challenged us. He said, “I want you 

to be a doer of the Word, not just a hearer.” The whole homily was based on, “Let’s get up and 

do something; let’s go out and make our faith alive—make it something in action.” 

So, today, I ask you, “What have you done? Have you done anything?”  

James says to us today, “Go out and demonstrate your faith; use your works to 

demonstrate faith. But if you can’t do that, then use your faith to demonstrate your works.”  

So, we are all being called to do something: We are all being called to look out for one 

another. We are all being called to lift our spirit to the good works that God has began in us, so 

that He can bring them to completion. 

Martin Luther King once said, “We must learn that, to expect God to do everything while 

we do nothing, is not faith but superstition.” 

Another person said, “We must live with people to know their problems, but we must live 

with God in order to solve them.” 

One of my favorites that I found this week: “The Christian should resemble a fruit tree,  

not a Christmas tree. For the gaudy decorations on the Christmas tree are only tied on, while fruit 

grows on a tree.” 

The great Saint Anthony of Padua—who helped you find your lost keys this week—helps 

us to find purpose in our living faith and works. He says, “The person who is filled with the Holy 

Spirit speaks several languages. These languages are the various ways of witnessing to Christ—



such as humility, poverty, obedience, and patience—which we speak when we practice them 

toward our neighbor. Our language comes alive when it speaks by our deeds. So, enough of our 

talking; let our actions speak. 

We are so bloated with words and empty works. That is why we are cursed by the Lord 

who cursed the fig tree on which He found no fruit, but only leaves. 

These servants of God and many others, they say the same thing to us—something that is 

quite familiar to us—they say to us, “Practice what you preach, and stop boasting that you know 

it all, unless you actually can live it.” 

If we want to know how to live it, great example: Matthew 25. “Lord, when did we see 

you hungry? Or thirsty? Or ill? In prison or naked? When did we see you? When did we see 

you?” 

Our challenge this week it to really live that faith, to really open our hearts to the Spirit of 

God, Who has so much to do among us, so much to offer to His people through us. Let us be 

those true doers of the Word, not just hearers. Let us demonstrate our faith by our works. 


