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When I was just a young boy, I knew how much Jesus loved me. And because of that love, I 
wanted to give my life to the Church—and here I am. And as the choir sang tonight, God will 
continue to protect me and us. So let me just say a few things, not much; I’ll have plenty of time 
to talk to you. 

First I want to thank Bishop Gainer. Every child expects his parents to be present at the most 
significant events in his or her life, and so I thank you—after a long, busy day for you, Bishop 
Gainer, my spiritual father—for taking the time to be here with us today, not only to honor me, 
but to honor this parish. We’re very appreciative of your presence, your confidence that you 
expressed, and the trust that you expressed. You have taught me that God's fullness, grace 
upon grace, is all that I will ever need in life. 

To my friend, Bishop Malesic, currently Bishop of Cleveland, welcome home—to Harrisburg, 
and to this place that you called your home for four years. He is my best friend. We have 
traveled the road of discernment together, we've traveled priesthood together for nearly 40 
years, but most of all, we've traveled the globe, the skies, and the seas. And we’ll be doing that 
in a few days.  

You, Bishop, have supported me, you have guided me, you've been a friend.  You have consoled 
me through the dark nights of my soul and the joyous journey of serving the Lord in priesthood. 
When I was first ordained, my holy card said—because I knew God was so good to me: 

How can I repay the LORD 
for all the great good done for me? 
I will raise the cup of salvation 
and call on the name of the LORD. 

 

Without you—without all of you—that's impossible for me to do. So Bishop Malesic, thank you 
for showing me how to serve the Lord with gladness. 

To my staff, please stand. I do need you to be recognized: the staff of Elizabeth Ann Seton who 
are here. In one week, I can tell you that you have one of the most marvelous staff of people in 
this diocese. They have been very kind to me. They have been very patient with me as I spent 
the week unpacking the things I packed only days ago, I've attended meetings, and I'm learning 
new schedules and new names. 



I'm finding my way from the office back to the rectory; I've lost three pounds. We're already 
making a great team, and I look forward to working with you and all the leadership of this 
parish, as together we lead others to Christ. 

To my special guests who are here with me tonight—I'm looking around this room and I see 
people from other parishes that I've served and schools in which I've worked and so on. To all 
of you, my special guests, thanks for coming here tonight. Your presence means so much. We 
have become friends, and we have become family. 

And finally to each one of you, my new flock, and my disciples, and those who will pray with me 
and for me. You are the holy people of God that lift us up every day: all of us who bowed to the 
Lord and laid on cathedral floors for anointings and blessings. You are our backbone, and you 
hold us up. And so I want to thank you for your kind welcome, especially to this parish that I 
now call my home for the second time. 

Last week, in a rather nervous homily, I pledged to you that I would become one with you, that 
I wanted to serve you, and that I wanted to walk with you. And tonight, in front of my Bishop 
and all my friends, I want to reaffirm that promise to you. 

To those of you who are watching us on livestream, I invite you to think about coming home 
again—and come home soon—because you are all the heartbeat and the lifeblood of this 
parish. We need your presence. We need your prayers. We need your talent, and we need your 
enthusiasm. So let us move now away from the fear of COVID into the joy and presence of the 
Lord. Let us all raise the cup of salvation. Let us all call on the name of the Lord. My 
commitment is yours.  

I’d like to tell this story; I promised I was going to tell it. One of Bishop Malesic’s coworkers, 
Father Daniel Schlegel, who is his Secretary for Clergy, told this story a few weeks ago and I 
loved it. 

It’s the story of a pig and a chicken who made friends on a farm. They became great friends, 
and they walked into the city—they decided that was what they were going to do for the day—
and they came across a church. At the church there was a sign that said “Charity Fundraiser.” 

They looked at each other and said, “We need to do something.” 

And the chicken said, “I have a great idea. Let's donate bacon and eggs.” 

And the pig looked at the chicken and said, “For you, that's a contribution. For me, it's total 
commitment.” 

My friends, this, tonight—for me—is total commitment. 

 


