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SAINT ELIZABETH ANN SETON PARISH  

310 HERTZLER ROAD, MECHANICSBURG PA 17055  

February 11, 2018 –– 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Touching the Unclean 
 

In our first reading today the Torah, or Law of Moses, mandates the isolation of 
victims of leprosy, a dreadful, and potentially deadly communicable disease. 

Most states today hold persons legally liable for knowingly and deliberately 

exposing others to a communicable disease, like HIV. 

 

In ancient times physical disease was considered a metaphor for the spiritual 

disease of sin. Too often the symbolic was confused with the reality of the disease, 

and persons with mental illnesses, epilepsy, leprosy, were thought to be morally 

responsible for their illness. The sick were too often blamed for their condition. 

Today we understand leprosy is a slow-growing type bacteria called 

Mycobacterium leprae, or Hansen's disease. While still a prevalent disease, it can 

be treated with anti-inflammation drugs and cured with antibiotics.  

 

We no longer banish persons with leprosy. In fact, more than 16 million people 

have been cured of leprosy in the last 20 years. Sadly we still neglect and banish 

the sick – only now it is the mentally and emotionally ill, and addicts, that we 

blame for their conditions. When it comes to gender identity issues, and 

relational dysfunction, we’re even harder on the sufferers.  

 

This is why the encounter between Jesus and the leprosy sufferer is so moving: 

he was suffering from something everybody was afraid of being – a despised 

outcast. It takes about 3-5 years for leprosy symptoms to appear. So someone 
can be infected and not know it. Rejecting those with leprosy went beyond public 

health – they wanted to put away anybody who reminded them of their own 
vulnerability. Sadly, this is too often done to persons with addictions, 

psychological problems, and identity issues. But Jesus reaches out, and doing 

so, he violates his own law, which prohibited him from touching the unclean. By 

doing so, our Lord demonstrates to us what it means to be interested in the 

person, and not only the person’s condition.  

 

There is a big difference between saying, “a drug addict”, and “a person with a 

drug addiction” and, “a schizophrenic” and “a person with schizophrenia.” One 

focuses on the problem, the other, on the person. Notice it was a leper who came 

to Jesus, but after encountering Jesus, it was a man who went away. Jesus took 

someone who had lost all sense of individuality, personality, and dignity, and 

had become a disease, and restored to him his humanity, and made him a person 
again. So our Lord does for us – when we see only our sinfulness, faltering, and 

failing, he forgives us, restoring our dignity and identity as children of God.  

 


