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“The Father’s Way” 

 

Christians give significant attention to what Jesus said, and he said a lot. Mark tells us that Jesus spoke 

many parables to his varied listeners, but to his own disciples he explained everything in private. 

John closes his Gospel saying that there are also many other things which Jesus did; were 

every one of them to be written, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the 

books that would be written. Jesus said that all of Scripture points to him. One of the things that 

gathers us in unity as the Church is that what God has said through Jesus is Truth, and there is a 

Tradition of Apostolic Teaching which is handed down through the Scriptures and the Church. 

If we take an honest look around our world it is not hard to see illustrations of the Truth we have 

received through Jesus. Many of the illustrations are terribly negative: if our eyes are open to Christian 

Faith, we see the horrible consequences that happen when people reject God’s truth. This is implicit in 

what Jesus says about seeds and what they produce. Plant the seeds of God’s Kingdom and you will 

have a harvest of good fruit. St Paul tells the Galatians that people who sow seeds that do not honor 

God’s Truth will have a harvest marked by fornication, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, 

sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, anger, selfishness, dissension, party spirit, envy, 

drunkenness, carousing, and the like (Galatians 5:19–21). 

That is happening now. Our society is struggling with the effects of escalating violence, and our nation 

is trying to find ways to establish security. Violence and security are not issues that can be separated 

from God’s Truth. Disregarding God’s Truth will lead to violence; it has been that way since Cain and 

Abel and the days of Noah. Trying to establish security by disregarding God’s Truth will only further 

violence. Think of the way Ancient Rome tried to bring stability and security by forcing everyone to 

deify Caesar and say “Caesar is lord.” Christians who had come to know that Jesus is Lord would not 

do that, and they were sometimes killed because of it. 

In our nation’s current quest for security, there has been an announced practice of separating young 

immigrant children from their parents. On this day, when our civil society is honoring fathers, we know 

that God is the Father of all; it was God himself who created us to live in families. We are grieved to 

hear what is happening in our nation in an attempt to secure our land. True good will not come from 

children being forcibly removed from their mothers and fathers. 
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This is not partisan politics. Secular politics is always a mixed bag. The Trump administration has done 

some good things, but Christian Faith is always calling any political system to a higher Truth. Attorney 

General Sessions has tried to justify this horrendous family assault by quoting portions of Romans 13, 

that Christians are to obey the established government. When government officials start quoting 

Scripture they are coming on the Church’s turf, so it is only right for the Church to speak directly. What 

AG Sessions says is generally true; we obey the laws of the land—unless there is an immoral or unjust 

law which conflicts with the ultimate justice and truth of God. When such a conflict happens—and they 

do, again and again throughout history, and no human system is exempt from the danger—then we 

must do what Peter told the authorities in his day: We must obey God rather than men. 

Governments may violate God’s truth, but Jesus is Lord. 

On this weekend we, especially as Christians, want the role of fatherhood to be honored and exalted. 

We need to pray (and maybe send messages of protest) in ways that give priority to family as a creation 

of God and something to be respected. 

The way to be a good father is to take the Fatherhood of God as the preeminent calling of what 

fatherhood is all about. The way to honor our fathers is to practice the Truth of God through love. 

Fathers, love your wives and children the way God loves us and all will be well. But when we dishonor 

the Fatherhood of God in any way, individually or on a national scale, we are sowing seeds to our own 

destruction. 

Let us pray: 

Father, help us to love like you––in what we ourselves do, and in what we support. Give us the grace 

to live the Truth: that Jesus is Lord, and you are our Father. We pray this in the name of Jesus, who 

is indeed Lord of all. Amen 
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