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Good Shepherds 

“... thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 

against the shepherds who shepherd my people: 

You have scattered my sheep and driven them away.  

You have not cared for them …” 

 

What happens when the person entrusted with protecting me, hurts me?  

The readings today are rough ones. They are about shepherds, religious leaders, whose responsibility 

is to spiritually care for, lead, and protect their flocks, instead running them off, exposing them to harm, 

injuring and destroying them. This is shocking, disappointing, and frightening. What are we to do when 

those responsible to care for us, hurt us, or worse, even threaten to destroy us?  

“... you who once were far off 

have become near by the blood of Christ. 

For he is our peace, he who made both one and broke down the dividing wall of enmity …” 

 

The second Reading is about religious people, who sincerely love God and try to follow God’s teachings, 

who are at odds with each other: instead of supporting one another and encouraging each other, they’re 

judging, condemning, and pushing each other away.  

What are we to do when our religious leaders fail us—even harm us—and those claiming to be God’s 

people reject— even hurt—us?  
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There is no denying this is one of the most damaging, destructive things that can happen to us. Like 

abuse and neglect within a family, religious failure and abuse  strikes at our core, our soul: our deepest 

selves. It contradicts the moral claims of our religion, it threatens to destroy our confidence in those 

claims, and leave us doubtful and bitter.  

What are we to do when people of God whom we’ve trusted, betray us this way?  

First, we must recognize that one person does not represent the whole of any religion or community: 

Israel had false prophets, Jesus had Judas, the Early Church heretics, the crusades and the inquisition 

plunderers and murderers. Pope St. John Paul asked the world for forgiveness for the crimes committed 

in the name of Christ and his church. Jews and Muslims, the Church’s closest cousins, know the pain 

of religious conflict. Ireland, Bosnia, and especially 9/11 are the most recent examples of religions 

contradicting themselves.  

Second, we must hold our religious leaders and representatives, as well as ourselves, accountable for 

negligence: The Church has a firm tradition of the Sensus Fidelium, the “sense of the Faithful”—i.e., 

the core convictions, beliefs, and practices of the People of God, is a source of authority. The Catechism 

says, “The People unfailingly adheres to this faith, penetrates it more deeply with ‘right judgment’, and 

applies it more fully in daily life.” Faithful people possess an authority that answers to, counterpoises, 

the authority of the Church’s teachers.  
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In other words, the Faithful, (You...), by adhering to the faith, hold the teachers, (us...) accountable. 

St. James writes in Jas 3:1, “My friends, not many of you should become teachers. As you know, we 

teachers will be judged with greater strictness than others.” We all need to be held accountable!  

 

 

Finally, in today’s Gospel, Jesus’ “heart was moved with pity for them, 

for they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things.”  

What did Jesus teach them? He taught them that, when men failed them, harmed them, scattered them, 

God himself would care for them, restore them, and give them true shepherds. The Faithful may be 

compared to sheep, but we’re super-sheep, when shepherds fail us, we can care for one another under 

Christ our Good Shepherd. For—  

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
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