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Where is Catholicism? 

 

 Say to those whose hearts are frightened: 

Be strong, fear not! Here is your God, he comes with vindication; with divine 

recompense he comes to save you. 

Isaiah 35:4, 5 

 

What has happened to Catholicism? Where is it? Where has it gone? Is it lost? 

Catechism: The supernatural sense of faith 

91 All the faithful share in understanding and handing on revealed truth. They have 

received the anointing of the Holy Spirit, who instructs them and guides them into all truth. 

Catholicism is in and with the Faithful, who have received the Holy Spirit.  

92 "The whole body of the faithful . . . cannot err in matters of belief. This 

characteristic is shown in the supernatural appreciation of faith (sensus fidei) on the part of 

the whole people, when, from the bishops to the last of the faithful, they manifest a universal 

consent in matters of faith and morals." 

There must be consent between the Faithful and the teachers (Bishops). Consent goes 

both ways. Consent is not unilateral. The faith is not stored away in a Bishop’s cabinet. It is 

with the Faithful.  

93 "By this appreciation of the faith, aroused and sustained by the Spirit of truth, the 

People of God, guided by the sacred teaching authority (Magisterium) . . . receives . . . the 

faith, once for all delivered to the saints . . . The People unfailingly adheres to this faith, 

penetrates it more deeply with right judgment, and applies it more fully in daily life." 

The People of God access the Magisterium. The Bishops, Priests, deacons, catechists 

access the Magisterium. Catholicism isn’t hidden under the Bishop’s vestments. I don’t have 

Catholicism under my chasuble, to hand out in little bits. Catholicism raises with the People 
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of God, who “unfailingly adheres to this faith, penetrates it more deeply with right judgment, 

and applies it more fully in daily life."  

The Faithful do this—the people of God—with the Bishops, Priests, Deacons, 

Catechists, inquirers, non-Catholics...  

Catholicism hasn’t been lost, stolen, broken, or hidden away. It is alive and well in the 

People of God!  
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