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At 1.2 miles pass under double power lines, with an excellent view to the north. 
 
At 1.7 miles cross a year-round stream. Rocks 200 feet to the east provide the best crossing. 
 
At 3.6 miles pass a rock overhang that could be used as an emergency shelter. 
 
At 4.5 miles there is a blue-blazed side trail leading east 800 feet to a camp site with a spring. 

 
I’ve done enough hiking in my life, and have been lost enough on those hikes, to know that a 
good guide is a big help. A good guide indicates what to look for along the journey.  
 
The daily news is not our guidebook. A lot of people depend on that, and the result is confusion, 
wonder, and rage. Jesus was right in telling us that the world would be in dismay and people 
would be consumed by fright if all they look at is the troubled world.  
 
There is a solution, however — a guide for the journey through troubled times — and Saint Paul 
tells us what it is, or better, who it is: YOU! 
 
Jesus has already won the battle against the forces of this world. You belong to Him. You are not 
of this world. You belong to Christ and the Kingdom of God.  Well, then, live that way! 
 
You are among the redeemed. You are among the children of God, and As Saint Paul reminds us, 
the power of the One who is within you is stronger than the one who is in the world. 
 
When everyone around us is filled with confusion and doubt and anger, that’s the time to stand 
erect and hold your head high. Don’t fall to the level of gossip and fear. Do As Saint Paul urges 
and live in a way that makes people ask what is the source of your hope and joy. Resolve on this 
first day of Advent to start living your life in a heavenly way even now, for hope is yours beyond 
anything this world can offer. Be the guide for others in a troubled world.  


