
Homily for Palm Sunday of the Passion of Our Lord 2019 
Rev. Msgr. William J. King 
 
 

In High School I was a very competitive tennis player. I wasn’t very good, just 
very competitive! A few years of tennis lessons left me with an excellent serve that no 
one could return. The problem was that I couldn’t return anyone else’s serve. 

Throughout High School my tennis idol was Bjorn Borg. I watched every match 
he competed in. I read everything I could about him. I studied how he gripped the 
racket, especially in his fantastic backhand. I saved my dollars and bought the same 
brand of racket he played with, and even had it restrung the way he had his racket 
strung.  

Though I was a great fan, I never personally attended any of his matches; I never 
took any classes from him; I never met him. All I could say is that I was a fan, and not a 
disciple. 

The same could be said of the crowds who cheered Jesus as He entered 
Jerusalem, or cheered Him on to the cross only a few days later.  They may have 
watched what He did, admired Him, spoke of Him, but never came to know Him or to 
learn from Him. They were fans, not disciples.  

Which are you? 
The difference may perhaps be illustrated by a story.  
An acrobat walked across a tightrope strung over a deep and wide canyon. The 

crowds cheered him on in utter amazement. When finished, he took a microphone and 
asked the crowds, “Do you think I can do it again?”  “Yes, they cheered with 
enthusiasm.”  And so he did.  Across again, he picked up the microphone and asked, “Do 
you think I can do it riding a unicycle?” The crowds roared their response” “Yes, yes – 
we believe in you!” And he did it. Again, he took the microphone and asked the crowd, 
“Do you think I can do that again riding a unicycle and pushing a wheelbarrow?” “Yes, 
yes,” was the excited response, “We believe in you!” The crowds roared their approval as 
he did just that, and when finished he asked the crowds, “Do you think I can do that 
riding a unicycle and pushing a wheelbarrow with someone in it?”  “Yes, yes, yes,” the 
crowd exploded with enthusiasm, “We believe in you!” He asked, “Well, then, who wants 
to go in the wheelbarrow?” 

We can be a fan of Jesus, watching and admiring Him, even emulating Him, but 
we’re not a disciple if we don’t give ourselves to Him in total surrender and trust. 
 


